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SUMMARY 

OF TILE 

IMPROVEMENTS AND DISCOVERIES 

IX THE 

medical sciences. 


ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 

1 . On the Physiology of the Human Voice.— By Joilv Bishop Fsn „ • • 

a brief description of the system of omins “shop, Lsq. After premising 

author proceeds to consider the smKrfe *r l“'if erV '“ nt ,0 the the 
count for its various modifications. These theori^have for foe" ',° ac ' 

branous rurftir^d^fo^t^i^n^f^ m ° Ve h men ' S ° f 



*«*»; t or „„; ,h, r„“ ° 'ft” d "™s» d., s :,j, „ d 

“P-™- »P* bj Biol, 
branous lamincc. examines the various artinn ■ on , t ^ e 1 ibrations of mem- 

^lUm h e e n,r^ e ^1!^^ ’ 

chofol^afos"SWi'tj C ™ j ° in ‘^ “ 'he 

is exerted on their movements bv ho ^ Ch ° rds ’ h ! traCeS the influence which 
obey-, to a certain extent, the law! of vibratoi^st^^ 6 ® 5 ^ 211115 ^ lhey 

t *£“•?/ vr - 

oration of the sound partake of the nature o?fop?„„ ^, f he g ' ol,ls In lhe voca| - 
and shutting of the rima glottidis lhe reed dum, 3 the partial opening 

SiSHrisr-=~ 

-« sf^iSasB jASvffS 

' oice may be produced either by the partial cfo-fo™f ,tf , J . n V T h e fa * £ etto 
division of the vocal chords, the nit<*h nf ^ 6 *? 0lt ! 5 » or a n °dal 
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in- such as the bass, tenor, contralto, and soprano; together with their subdivisions 
oi barytone, mezzo-soprano, and soprano-sfogata; and to the places which tliev 
occupy in the musical scale. Independently of the falsetto, the compass of the 
natural voice rarely exceeds two octaves; ahhough in some cases, as in those of 
Mahbran and Calalani, it may extend even beyond three. The voice in sin-in-, 
is modulated by the contraction or relaxation of the velum, uvula and fauces. 'TlTe 
a ' lv ' erts 10 llle attempts that have, at various times, been made by the 
Abbe Mical, Faber, kratzeustein, De Kempelen, Willis, Wheatstone, and others 
to imitate articulate sounds by mechanism. 

Having this examined the human voice as resulting from the vibration of 
membranous ligaments, in obedience, first, to the laws of musical strings: se¬ 
condly, to those, of reeded instruments; and thirdly, to those of membranous 
pipes; he arrives at the conclusion, that the vocal organs combine, in reality, the 
actions of each of these instruments, and exhibit in conjunction, the perfect type of 
every one of them.— Proceedings of Royal Society , No. 65. 

^ ll ^ lc -Anatomy and Physiology of Ike Vascular Fringes in Joints and the Sheaths 
oj lendons. Hy George Rainev, Esq. It has been generally believed that the 
lolds ol synovial membrane, which project into the articular cavities in the form 
of fringes, contain merely globules of fat, and are subservient only to the mecha¬ 
nical offices of filling up spaces that would otherwise be left vacant duriii" the 
movements of the joints. By a careful examination of their real structure,‘'with 
the aid of the microscope, the author has found that they present an arrangement 
ot vessels quite peculiar to themselves, and bearing no resemblance whatever to 
that ot the vessels which secrete fat; together with an epithelium, remarkable by 
its form and disposition, and characteristic of organs endowed with the function 
oi a special secretion. He has traced the presence of these synovial fringes in 
all cavities which contain synovia; that is to say, not only in the joints, but also 
m the sheaths of tendons, and in the bursae mucosae. When well injected, they 
are seen under the microscope, to consist of two parts; namely, a convolution of 
blood-vessels, and an investing epithelium. These convoluted vessels do not 
enclose, by their anastomoses, spaces like those capillaries which secrete fat, and 
\s.iich are of a much smaller size than the former; and the epithelial investments, 
besides enclosing separately each packet of convoluted vessels, Fends off from 
each tubular sheath secondary processes or various shapes, into which no blood- 
x essels enter. The lamina itself, forming these folds and processes, consists of a 
very thin membrane studded with (iattish oval cells, a little larger than blood cor- 
pusc es, but destitute of nucleus or nucleoli: presenting none of the characters of 
tessellated epithelium, but corresponding more to what Mr. Goodsir has termed 
germinal membrane. I'rom all these facts, the author concludes that the proper 
othce of tins structure ts to secrete synovia; an office which Cloptan Havers had 
assigned to them, as ion- a-oasthe year 1691, although his opinion has not been 
generally adopted by later physiologists.— Proceedings of Royal Society, No. Go. 

3. Functions of the Pncumosastric Penes. — JI. Sandras read to the Academy of 
Sciences of Prance, January 18ih, a memoir, the joint labour of himseir and M. 
uouchardat, the object of which was to determine the importance of the pneuino- 
gas’nc nerves in the process of digestion. With this view they instituted a series 
ol researches to ascertain:— 

1. The manner of dying in animals in whom the pneumogastric nerves have 
been divided. 

2. The function of these nerves in digestion. 

*?* 4j e i r £ unct l 011 regards the production and absorption of chyle. 

4. lheir function in reference to the digestion of fecula. 

s a secondary point they wished to determine whether, and how, the divided 
nerves are capable of uniting. Their experiments are arranged in two series, one 
aving reference to the phenomenon attendant upon the entire section of the 
nerves; the second taking account of the results of successive divisions of the 

establish thefollowin”*facr f ecl * I0n bultl nerves gives rise to phenomena which 

1. Rabbits and dogs do not die immediately when a piece of the nerve of twenty 
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may survive severanjay^hTOt^rrauHM^ 0 ™ 014 Carlila3e ' These anirnals 
noTat "T ‘ hU5 ° Pera,ed U ‘ noa the f °° d passes .he eardia in small quantity or 

nerves! d °° S ’ allhousU dl = eitl0n has commenced, it is arrested by division of the 

rered^h di3 "' i0n of ™“«er s in the intestines is no, materially inter- 

5 These nerves are essentially motor, 
the second class of experiments proves:— 

sixteen or se^etUeetJanerYhwonheTrsf 1 when ttTc 1'°" ° f lh “ fL>C0,!d 1!erre ’ and 
ierent times. “ J Jen lbe two nerves are divided at dit- 

2. That animals thus treated eat with aviditv hnt rlrt nni i -i •. 
voracity. Thev cease to feed as «=oon is ii P Jr!-„ d , evlllblt an unintelligent 
To recapitulate, the authors con'«Tder .1 a. Z?^ US bcc f"? ‘bonded. 
ments of Ihc stomach and digestion are inter! 1 hv- the' ® ei!abll * hcd tliat ’he ™vc- 

ft •«* 

bitch, ami Which he inferred mWh!toe de , C,dU!l S . n lh , e uleru5 of "‘ e 
human female, as also of all vi^naron? in; m i i” 3rane )n 1 le Case of the 
Bischoff. (Mailers .-Irchia. Heft \i i S J6 has been amply confirmed by 

of examining the uterus of a woman suonose.l in 1 ,■!?■ }"* b ? d lbe °PP ortun "y 
three weeks before death he vis en-i’l.Ut n l bL ' en '"‘Pmgnaled about 
•hat. as Dr. Sharper- had su-ested the^ do ^°!‘r lralc quite satisfactorily, 
as in the bitch, is merely Urn ordi ,a “ , b " a decidua > >" >be human female 
ably developed, and that it consists essemhUv^f"^^ 6 °! ‘ 16 . uter ? s f . cons ’ dl ?'‘- 
their blood-vessels, together with an unsmllvl en ^ ar 5 C( } uterine follicles and 
Ihese follicles have poured out* The intern-ir^rfn^nf'n° f sei ‘ re,ion which 
an appearance quite different from i>- or, M o ‘ u / aae °j[ ’be uterus presented 
was especially Evident on it h am' v51I °"?5 and this 

’tons of it. The surface itself i ’ or examining perpendicular sec- 

formed by a number of small aperlure“ k o! 1 cove! ! o^^ 0 ,v•ln bOVe, appearcd ns Oper¬ 
and these, when examined hv iho ' rC(nercd "J’b numerous white points. 

«Me, but immediately on he occurrence^ * 7 eV -‘ St 10 a wy undeveloped 

udean abundant secretion Of the L >f . tonce P’'™ mcrease rapidly, and ex¬ 
blood vessels) the membrana 

Hie statement that a membrana decidua evUi-; T P' aaen, . ae ” e 1 nl ' a lly consist. 

membrana decidua could be effected A cimilor5 3! 1 ordinar )' 

advocated also by%L cS 

Bal y r 2 0 dedi!l ,1 vorrp 0 l f 57°? SharPey ’ S inres,iga,i0ns ' sce Mull «’* Physiology by 
t In this essay M. Deschamps gives a brief arrnnnt n r • 

Which have been eaterlained by different writers onT e ",T r,ews "; hich 
membrana decidua. * n tae “ulure and purposes of the 
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h ‘ R ni1 fr ' ab le structure; it is continuous above with the mem- 

lining the tallopiau lubes and below, at the neck of the uterus, it is united 
u.lh the mucous membrane of the vagina. He mentions also, that w th a lens 
he has distinctly observed the free surface of the membrane to be finely viUou" 
2! t0 *? nu ? ber . of m "? ute /ollicular glands with which it is beset; from the 
lh -° e - he ? b f ervei avlscld fluid to exude on pressure. This fluid with 
which the interior of the uterus is moistened, possesses all the ordinary characters 
of mucus. (Airie s Report, i„ Rankings Abstract, vol. iv.) ° character. 


ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 

I ,Lr a % Cat J ne , T d ilS P JlCC in J hc Animal Economy-ami on Creatinine. By J 
^S^S e,,ert ° y ' LUSSaC> fead F -ncla.Academy of ^ 

acH reaction' 1 ° f nEwI >-killed animals has a distinct 

reacl, °n- Uerzelius has ascribed this property to the presence of lactic 'icid 
a statement never ye. confirmed. Several chemists have admiued the e“ce 

SlSr-VS S'Klku =y“ 2? 

1 ? t l ? r ^? S r °. f 1 r l ew l I >* a nimals. finely minced, is washed with cold 
ater, a reddish liquid is obtained, which when subjected to a boilin^heat affords 

nr^nV 6 '”?* lb '° a , nal >' s ! s can leare no <l°ubt of the nature of the non-volatile 
or ante acid existing throughout the animal organism. Thus the acid reaction of 
he muscles is explained; and now that we know that in a meat part of the ani 
mal frame there exists an acid liquid, which is separated from In alkaline fluid the 
blood and the lymph) merely by very fine membranes U seems ,easy toevulan 

° b “''' a “ oi ,k ' aj M “»™ 

l “ 

offl.e flp n }; 3 nr‘ s ir x i per,men r !s ": arn ? nth , i , m in concluding that Creatine forms part 
fill , f . a 1 tlasse , s 0 animals - He has already determined its presence in 
i; ’J eal > f al ‘ on > pork, horse-flesh, hare, chicken, and pike. The important 
discovery of Chevreul, who has described the properties of this substance with 

Cmafine re nerfnrm ljec0me - ‘r® m0re J," ter m tin? , because il cannot be doubted that 
Creatine performs some indispensable office in the actions of life It is certain at 

drawn from eat ' S0U h P ^ be r re P laced neilher b >’ gelatine nor any liquid besides 

™ Tr tt) -“ ler , |,lrt of the animal body except the musies Leibi “hi 
tern™™ “ the bearl ° f ,he «> bat > bE brain, the liveV, the“ 

body e which b diss n ohl°s !n e MbT rh °r boi< J al 5ySlet ? ofl crystallization; it is a neutral 
from these aiin vvhhn a h * me lK J ulds or «'eak acids, and may be withdrawn 
acidl or caMic ikafi “ haVI " S und , er g one ■»? But when concentrated 

ac ds C et „ 1 - prese,lt > Its Properties become altered. By strong 

Jh;.; t! 1» transformed into an organic base, havin'* very remarkable nrn 

again'be Transformed*in™”?'Th 'f'— ““ is n ° ,on S er Ratine. ond cannot 
pises trtcrm CrZnLr a,, 15 a new substance which Leibig pro- 

phuric acids, is produced merely by the ‘wP" 05 ’ °f 'f? h >‘ drochlor r ic and *“1- 
Creatine contains'heotomo , r' i “’-P'acement of four atoms of water. 

COntam5 ,be eleraenls of glycocolle (the anhydrous product of gelatine), 
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atonf'of ara!ciine. al0,n ° f Creatinine, those of caffeine, together with an 

porated to ^tTredhe'M 11 Liebig e - v P erime nted, eva- 

nothing hut phosphates. The liquids ohtVm ’’t r“ Ve a , " hl,e ash which contains 
the ox and the horse, leave* Xureof Zk JT b he ? nsu “ 1 " subs,ance ° f 
soda) precipitating the salts of silver yellow •™d a f phos P h f Ies ( ,,f potassa and 
and of soda, precipitating these white. ? The mu4eif °f potassa 

phosphates. The relation of the salts of nof-iw °J c h l ck e n leaves pure pyro- 
irom ilesh, and in the blood, is very different I. d ° fsoda ln the liquids derived 
the blood of the ox contains fromn l;'” , 0ne f e d«ivclent of potassa. 
inverse in the watery extract ofThe flL“h of ?he\n™ 5 ° f Soda ' This elation is 
horse contains for one equivalent of potato 3-Go^n ani ? a1 ' The bIo °J of the 
same quantity of soda, the (lesh of the q r of soda - For the 

potassa These relations will lead to som™ imnMnnt"? 1 ' 18 ! 6 -'° et l uivalei «s of 
remembered, that in the milk it is the *affs nf^£? ^ conclusion; for it is to be 
salt of soda (a phosphate of soda) be really iid?*™ 53 m hlch P redomina 'e- If a 
lotion of the blood in many aniSab t shoudfXw*757 ,0 lhe c °™i- 
of sodium to the food of these animals is « 0 ,ha,,he addition of chloride 
all those places, as in many district of Jf ® qUa11 ? Ile cessary and indispensable in 
do not contain phosphate of soda, or salts of™oda! ''nhfe*'?, plants °f lhe Pasture 
chloride of sodium by reciprocal rieonmnLv -i. f lly conceived that the 
(which is the predominant salt in our nunhK-e th u P h ] °®P ha,e of potassa 

of soda, and chloride of pota*«ium ■ and thi - l-wt = sbou d famish phosphate 
derived from flesh —Gazette Medicate dc Pall. “ lhe iiquids 

former number of twTjown^fj^lwf b J d Dr ' Hellei! — In a 

by Dr. Heller, on the chemical and .0 were published some observations 

ons affections of the ih^I! °. f ! he blood » cancer- 

among other points, that in such diseasesThere s ima^M^*^ 10 sW > 
five increase in the amount of fibrin in the Mood ,a ' anab! y an absolute and rela- 
tn the quantity of blood-corpuscle* Dr Heller bo d “ c , on ? lderaWe diminution 
ject further, with the view ofdeterminin'"wW has recently investigated the sub- 
are undergone by the blood in cancerou? affeci ons'of“ r . chan S es ln composition 
the uterus. He examined portions of Mon i d r f ber or S ans as well as of 

hard cancer of the brea*t- from anothirwnm i™? a ' voman affected with 

head and neck, and malirnnnt d'eno-p • - n wIl ° !ad mall S na nt ulcers on tlie 

death:^and 

“of 

the blood in these q two } se^of re ca e s”iwi^he" 1 ^ mi ' cr °tf 0 P ieal characters of 
present cases there wereobservednone 7L^^T °\ h °" eVe ^ ,hat in ,be 
were described in the former paper. These partmles Dr Hon 1 ” 5 "' hich 

be composed of fat. He has found p • '? es , Ur - Heller now believes to 

ferine from other than these malignant ifTprr° m ™° l drawn from patierLs suf- 
ml phlebitis: with regard To pUe ^ 

both in the present and the former series of case* and u-hVh h* ?“ nd *? the blood 
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MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 

i. Acid titrate of Mercury. Dr. Neligax gives the following as (he formula for 
the prepara.,on of tins new and useful preparation .-Take of pure mm™rv too 
parts, commercial1 nitric acid (density about 1380,) 200 pans: dissolve the mer- 
to ^parts 3 ^ Wlth lhe aid of hea, i and evaporale the solution until it is reduced 

-• Hus preparation contains about seventy-one per cent, of nitrate of mercurv 
e *? ess of ml,,c acid i 11 is a Powerful mastic, and is very m™ h er?- 
ploj ed in the present day on the Continent to destroy malignant ulceration* par- 
ncularly when of a cancerous character. It is applied by means of a camePs 

1“jC$ I": ““ '“'” d “»> c-, 

—- 

nonnT 3 . r «n?"i — " fak . e ° f , the bruised root of valerian, two pounds; water. ei"ht 
M id n’n.t'l n Pll i UnC - aad = ,hrce ounces, one drachm: macerate for two days, and 
h-t 1 until the liquid no longer reddens bibulous paper. Let the distilled liquor 
be then exposed to the a,r for a month, at the end of which time, put it huo 
r»-" r,,h ’? r aH °r UnC r e ° f rccenll y precipitated, perfectly purm hydrated 
nc' r 4bd,c" o d ' ge f °n from r .'i i = l > t , lu hours on a sand-bath Cated to 
fourths of ds vft la y ' I,|lle [ tl,e ' varm liquor, evaporate it to three- 

, lls 'ohime, pour into porcelain capsules, and expose to the heat of a 

Poisson'!” Cr) S arC ° rmei1 '"' hich are 10 be dried "itlt filtering paper.—Bucx 

n ™?J‘ ClaP i UltCal E1F cc { s - Valerianate of zinc is a tonic anlispasmodic of much 
lion- wh- K | “ SUC 1 15 P ec “ ,larl J' adapted for the treatment of neuralgic aflec- 
wV t' arC S ?, S ene rally dependent on loss of tone in the system. It has 
biif'r f°t- nd e ' peaia y useful 1,10 treatment of facial neuralgia and of verti 'o- 
but I have seen it prove equally beneficial in most of the Protean forms of hyme¬ 
neal neuralgia. In short, I look o„ it as one of the most valuable modern a hli ion 
hlv":i ilCria K 01 ■ ,Ua; and 1 fully a = ree "Uh the observations ofDevay thauhe 

nv°hl nf ■/■ mbmat ' a ? p , roves much moro beneficial than the oil of valerian and 
oxide of zinc prescribed together. “ " 

“ D ° sc and JI ? de °f Administration —The dose of it is from three-fourths of a 
,rain to one "ram twice or three times a day : it mav be prescribed in the form of 
pill made with a lit. e mucilage or conserve of red roses, or in solution in ora™ °! 
Honor water, or in distilled water flavoured with syrup of orange-flowers The 
compounder must bear in mmd that the crystals of velerianate of zinc do not d *- 

i! V ° S ln ,T i 1 " aler > ; loa i in ? oa <>>« ™&ce in consequence of he igt 
ness, ,he } should therefoie be first incorporated with a few drops of water in a 

•• Incompatible^ -All acids; the soluble carbonates; most metallic salts- and a»- 
^ringent vegelaDle infusions or decoctions.”_ Ibid. ’ 

mHd^o 0 df?egi^o e f S per M m h PUPPer (#) “ foundo,,1 >' on lbe <=oast,and in the 

^^whichiT^r 630 ' l he pepper ’ ( Ca P^ um onmmm, baccatnmjrulcsccm, 
Pen, he concaimnT f ~ alUn and sometimes dried and pounded. In 

is sboa“> ° f a " ‘r f' 3aler lhal ! lhat of Balt, for with two-thirds of the 

remark haT salt w -7° re ° f thc fo ™ e ,'.‘han of the latter is used. It is worthy of 
emark. ttiat -alt diminishes, in a very striking degree, the pungency of the aii ami 

called a lui^r^' R ^ '“ e “V latler - ^hichWm } anner’S&ta 
of aii. steeped in warm v ? "‘ JUn ° US ?‘ Te , Uti °" ‘. he di ? estive organs. If two pods 
of a quarter of an hour it, ,ne =® r ? are aid as , a s ’ na P‘ sm °n the skin, in the space 
hour^tlle sca-f skin wilM palt becomes red, and the pain intolerable; within an 
fifteen Tf thc*c no - w t /™' 0 ™ 1 ' . Yel > 1 have frequently eaten twelve or 
thc-e pods, w i.hout experiencing the least injurious effect. However, 
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10 a/ibct mc " iih W 

feel above ,h ?49 des > at the height of 32,000 

callcc in the Quiehua language iL iW t I"**"" 1 lable ,a " ds - These are 
and dreary. The expansive five £ are 1'° nf ‘ ?C ? '- 3 , sin 3“> a rly monotonous 

brown hue, and are never enlivened‘bv he'l Cl-' 0 "^.Snwe* of ayellowi*. 

of f-SSg Kd 1 °lav° Pe Th iS ° b,ained in 1,16 soudlern provinces 
and which was " ld <*> Prepared i„ Peru 

of traffic. For several years nasr no R?,“ L- 1“ ‘° Luro Pe, is scarcely an object 
nut very little from Truxillo '—Mid R h,a has been shipped from Callao, mid 

Peruviau"bark“ fo?wffich purpo“'they mpaVt'o the eT aS - Semb,e lo coll “t the 
One of the party climbs a high tree to obtain if no % X } ens " e Cinchona woods, 
over the forest, and to spy out the J/Jl! ' |) ?“ ll ’ e > an uninterrupted view 
Peruvian Hark’trees. The men who X‘ ° T. S ’ "' 1,ere ,ht,ru a ‘ a groups of 
or searchers. It requires .- rea t experience'm , 16 trees ’ are called Catcadorcs 
expanse, the Cinchona groups merely bv ti n n"!' 0 , 0ul ’- ln ,lle dark leaf-covered 
Often diirers but very litfle fmnf ft / .-V P arllcu,a r lint of the foliage whl ■), 
Cateador has marked on! m^rre« i° fi ‘id uno?,?' Ji ” S As M 

companions, and leads them with m, i r , po “. 1,0 ma ncha, he descends to his 
Pablo forest’, o, he '^ugh the almost imp°eie! 

place during night, and is al=o i;.,.,I r, , ^ built, winch serves as a restin'*, 

is felled as near the root as possible ^iv ded’int ^ [ p . ryiorvi,1 3 <ho bark. Thetre = e 

jeet long, and with a short curved kn fe a lorn hud nT l ^ ‘ fr ° m lhree ,0 four 
bark. u K,me r a longitudinal incision is made in the 



moisiure is not verv *rr^ni uis- 

and the slips arc packed in large bundles 3 In nihn* r . k -? 1 ncd ln ,he forest, 
the bark is roiled up green, and sent to the d ! 5 nc on >be contrary, 

dried. Towards the end of September the CascanH^ Vlllages > "here it Is 
ill the more early periods of «nmh La - l ; ar ' l| e:os* return lo their homes 

article of Peruvian commerce. Since the cornmmmn 1 V* r a , rk ' vas a Principal 
il= value has, however, considerably diminished cldefh "’ ° f 1 ,e P resc nl century 
teraled and inferior kinds, which are supplied from nd 3 ’ m r0l,sc, l ue "ee ofadul- 
on account of the more frequent useofmd.dlr °- ll,e 1 r < i ua rlers; perhaps, also 
Olds, less bark is employed than was fc^y ^ , ii"^.^“ cU “ n ° f 'he a lka- 
of Imlepeudenee, the bark-trade'received its death blow , Tr Dl e‘ ng lhe "' ar 
several years, scarcely more than a few I, °, cath : b °' v , and for the space of 
irorn Peru. The montanas of Huanuco, wbicffi'XTfumiV^lbark were exported 
of Ltirope will, the “divine medicine,” arcbCi™^. ? f the apothecaries 
From the roots of the felled trees, a vigorous afteXmvmT’ yield s,, PP<ies. 
■he montanas of Iluamalies. a kind of bark is fm,„ 0 i ,i h has c °mmeiiced. in 
yet defined by botanists, and from the mot,tan asofUrbn T™ ° f u!dcl ' is "ot 
«„ 

ibis alkaloid is also called Aricin. 3 ’ " h shipped in Arica; hence 
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sibly the medicinal bark may again become a flourishing branch of trade for Peru 
though it can never again recover the importance which was attached to it a cen¬ 
tury ago. 

During my residence in Peru, a plan was in agitation for eslablishinga quinine 
manufactory at Huanuco. The plan, if well carried out, would certSnly be at- 
tended with success. J 

There is in Bolivia, an establishment of this kind conducted by a Frenchman • 
but the quinine produced is very impure. The inhabitants of the Peruvian forests 
drink an infusion of the green bark as a remedy airainst intermitting fever. I have 
found it in many cases much more efficacious than lhe dried kind, for less than 
half the usual dose produces, in a short time, convalescence, and the patient is 
secure against returning febrile attacks.— Ibid. V 

12. Sca-moss as a Bandage for Fractures .—Cochino is a small island, only a few 
miles distant from the Island of Chiloe. It has only one landing place and that is 
rather insecure for boats. The water of the bay is remarkably clear and <mod - 
only round the island and along the harbour, it is covered with an immense 
quantity of sea-moss, which often renders the landin" difficult. It frequently hap¬ 
pens that commanders of ships wishing to go on board, to make sail during the 
lnght. get out of the nght course, and instead of going to the ship, steer to Cochino 
and get into the moss, where their boats slick fast, till returning day-lmht enables 
them to work their way out. 

The poor inhabitants boil this sea-moss, and eat it. It is verv salt and slimy 
and is difficult of digestion. Among the people of Chiloe, this sea-moss occupies 
an important place in surgery. When a leg or arm is broken, after bringin" the 
bone into the proper position, a broad layer of the moss is bound round thelrac- 
lured limb. In drying, this slime causes it to adhere to the skin and thus it forms 
a fast bandage, which cannot be ruffled or shifted. After the lapse of a few weeks 
when the bones have become firmly united, the bandage is loosened by beitm 
bathed with tepid water, and it is then easily removed. The Indians of Chiloe were 
acquainted, long before the French surgeons, with the use of the paste bandage.— 

13. Physiological effects of Ether .—The effects of the inhalation or ether, and the 
mode in which they are produced, form the prevailing subject of investigation 
and debate at the French Academy of Sciences. Numerous have been the' ex- 
penments performed upon the lower animals to determine the effects of ether 
upon the nervous centres, upon the blood, upon the fetus in utero, and also upon 
the aettons of tne uterus itself, and lastly, upon some of the animal function* 

I he chief experiments touching the action of ether upon the nervous centres 
are those made by Baron Flourens, long celebrated for his researches into the 
functions of the several segments of the brain and spinal cord, by means of vivi¬ 
section. from his recent experiments with ether, he concludes that its action 
upon the nervous centres follows a definite course; that it at first acts on the brain 
properly so called, (the cerebral hemispheres,) and disorders the intelligence: in 
the next place, on the cerebellum, and disorders the equilibrium of the move¬ 
ments: it then acts on the medulla oblongata, extinguishing the principle of sen- 
sation and motion; and lastly, on the spinal marrow: and having extended its 
action thus far, extinguishes life. Baron Flourens also observes that hydrochloric 
Uher produces the same effects as the sulphuric. He also considers the pheno¬ 
mena of etherization to resemble asphyxia. To show this he placed some do-s 
m a certain confined portion of air, and thus asphyxiated them. He then ex- 
imt nnlm ? n ’ arr0 ' v : and pinched and pricked its sensory and motor columns, 
lions Was evmced ; and ‘here were but a few feeble muscular contrae- 

M. Roux, on the contrap-, from seeing the effects of ether on those operated on 
surgically, believes tnat there is not the sequence in their occurrence^taught by 
Baron Tlourens; but that they often occur simultaneously; and very frequentl’v 

liv vninn^rv^-m ^ me5S “ co .!?P reliendin S questions, and in answering them 
remains till the moment complete sensibility sets in. Fur- 
t.u.r. 11. Roux would rather compare the phenomena of ether to intoxication than 
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removal of a 'estidm ^The^theAvSaH^ - ,r ?“ ma,!c ,el f nus following upon the 
cession of the tetanus, and when that h-id'" 11 ” 5 ^ ° n 116 fif,h da y from tlle ae- 
trismus and opisthotonos a^d the mi 1 °"J? a S^at d egree, there being 

was tolerably full and regular; buTihe iowi o? T" ?' reCled ’ yet lhe P al6 e 
breathing was embarrassed. The ether vault “wallowing was lost, and the 
this was of short duration. At the momentofival" brou , 5 . h ! on somnolency, but 
agitation, cold water was sprinkled on him " C ! 1 took P ,ace without 

consciousness, it was thought that there wailnmi 1 pa " em h ? v , ing regained in's 
there was less stiffness in the muscles of the leek “'fiji 1 ° f ’ h ? bead ' and lhat 
at least after a few seconds, the re=oiminn h™, Ck ' , u “'most immediately, or 
feebled, and half an hour had hardly passed whi'Litf 1 ^ and ra P ld > ll ‘e pulse en- 
death M. Roux believes to have beeKSenid bvsL-7f'l' was n0 more - H is 
administration of the vapor of the ether ed by S6Veral hours or mo ‘ a by the 

he had ™ da respect. 

produced complete inseusibimvll T n h ‘° V e "\ S f? «he intestines. Havinw 
served that the peristaltic motion of tlm'imeXi’^h^f ab, . , 0 'f en > "' hen be ob- 
mechamcal irritation reproduce it The i had ei >*>rely ceased, nor did 

ten minutes, when the dig moved and hb e,herizal 'on lasted for 

was then killed. Consen.anloislyrviih U,“ Ll P ~ beCame , accele ' a,ad - He 
contractions of the cervical muscles - be«ides'ihis ihi general tremor, and some 
reappeared, although feebly, aC, '° n ° f ^ b °' Ve,S 

equallyivitlibe ??, b * influenced by the ether 

sr 

spherii air, it preveml'lllliilrklbl^iSle^tle^^ 0 !"' qu . an:i >y with atmo- 
artertal blood. It so acts, that Te ^ bK“4fch ™fi° rma,loa of venous into 
the various organs, becomes replaced bv lenoli hLI 1 - accessary snmulus to 
which produces a stupefying effect. Hence the hLen-ih 1 / 1 " “ f rtfat measure, and 
0b f T r ' n e,l ’"' here ,f'b er is effectual in its operations? b J olber P heaon >Ma 

in this in inner,"both'froin iu pre?enti^°the° ?eS ‘' he arl ? rializalion °f the blood 

enema, M. Pirogoff introduces the effer h?- m£ f red ° u ! ,he rectu ' a by an 
syringe, the latter bein” enclosed in S 5*“? of a ca,heler attached to a 
yen the ether during'its passage into vapour^ M b ea,ed .0 con- 

1 , n ? effects are produced more* SDeedil\- P and with JL =?^ nks ! hat tlie narcotiz- 
the patient. It was found lhat inborn two or four b m7n? C | b ,1? S P ? m and ,r ouble to 
was perceptible in the breath; and the usual effect il im b<3 °, d ° Ur 7 ftbe ! a P oar 
from three to five minute-5 Tiie omniiiv nf oik produced on the patient in 

varied from half an ounce to two Ef Noliinrinn^ “ “ h has 

its use in this way, and the mn-t irouhlpenmo J uno J? s symptoms have followed 
with great facility .-Gazette A/cJicale dc Paris , May 8 * ^47 ^ **** performed 

rectum and colon by“? of a n ° n ' y w ? s ialr ° d »ced into the 

stoned in a period oVrime varv? n 7t P t TJn f ln * lru ™"b insensibility was occa- 

minutes, with as great 

Wo. XXVII.—July, 1847. 14 
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15. Comparative Utility of the Bromide and Iodide of Potassium, in the treatment 
of secondary and tertiary forms of Syphilis. Ky John Egan. M. D. ( Dublin Med. 
Press, May 19th, 1847.)—The high price which iodine has attained, has induced 
many practitioners to seek a less costly substitute, and bromine has been recom¬ 
mended for that purpose, and said to possess analogous properties. Dr. Egan, 
°„ the Westmoreland Lock Hospital, has experimented pretty largely 
an e ln a P a P e r read before the Surgical Society of Ireland, 

firlftho i ; baS ,he . re f ol ' s of his investigations, which by no means con- 
nrm the promises held out in its favour. 

sa 3? Dr - E >“ anything like a correct estimate of its effects, I se- 
,-, r i! a i paUe r.V s s T llarly affecled w >* those whom I had been accustomed 
„f at w, ‘? * h ® mdide or potassium, and have drawn up a statistical table of the 
Of wh’. , Ti enab ! e 4 me ,*° institute a comparison between the two modes 
ot treatment. The varieties of disease which I have arranged into four classes 
were as follows:— 

If T be eruptive form comprising the papular, ntpial, and scaly varieties. 
wiTr AffecUons °* 'he throat, comprising increased vascularity, ulceration at 
hack ot pharynx, and excavated ulcer of the tonsil. 

■i 3d. Osteocopic pains. 

“4th. Ulcers of legs. 

nr ‘Jh- l u e fifSt ° r eru P‘‘ ve class there were eighteen cases of the papular variety, 
of which a cure was accomplished m fourteen after a protracted period. In the 

stimfed'" 3 foUr U appeared 10 exert n0 effec ‘i and the iodide was eventually sub- 

the l ?'° ca f es , of ru P' a ’ one patient died, worn out by frequent epileptic 
rll mb’ U ‘° m lhe bromide had been used with little benefit for six weeks. In 
seated ’ n ° perceptlble alterall °n was manifested in the symptoms which pre- 

nprinfl T- ariet >' 11 fa . lled on . e >' ,he other recovered after a lengthened 

of meciicinT “ appeanns t0 be lhe result raore of time than the operation 

bl , lbe 6eaond olass i consisting of affections of the throat, its use was attended 
nfj f f ln two J 35 ? 3 of '"creased vascularity in which it was employed: on 
Of excavated ulcer of the tonsil (the only one from the rarity of this form 
m which I had an opportunity of testing its effects.) it produced no 
beneficial result; and out of six cases of ulceration of the pharynx, its protracted 
use was only productive of advantage in three. 

in tbH e ‘ sb,e . e ? cas . es °f syphilitic pains, success followed in fourteen instances; 
m the remaining four the iodide was resorted to, to effect a cure. Durin- its 
administration in this form of the disease, I was frequently obliged to have re- 

for a cnn S ? ll 0d b? eS ’ “ Ts* '° rend f r the patient insensible to pain, over which 
O T .V r b c penod " appeared to exert no salutary influence, 
be the f0D 1 . ***> comprising ulcers of the lower extremities, which mi-flit 

hnt7»°t r L P - r0 4k r 7 ter ^ d s y p h'htic cachexia, it produced a beneficial effect in two, 
t Th e minimum dose employed in these several instances was 

the maximum ten, three times a day, beyond which 1 found it im- 

addition of aTuesimpir^ 6 SeleCted f ° r ^ eih * Ui ° n *' as Wa,er r wilb the 

ca.se I 3 n oftei- n n S nlw r ° S S e , Ct v 6 View > “ tendin S orer a period of four years, of the 
^se inst detail^ d £ ; pbilis treated with the iodide of potassium, and 

of treiment rn Wh ,‘ Ch he brom ' de was substituted, I think the forme? line 
lowingreasons:— slrons ^y recommend lUelf to every impartial mind for the fol- 

cided‘and^wivsL d L e 'l rt? . in tbe ma J oril y of instances an instantaneous, de- 

are slow unsTfl a a r aC,IOn >, conlraated with the bromide, whose effects 

are u°w, un^lisfactoiy, and frequently unsuccessful. 

which itTs orescriheS hnf^ 6mS t0 a< L l ^ avoura ^7» not on ^ n P on lbe disease for 
- S P resc . nbe( J: but also upon the constitution in general, by increasin'* the 

flesh whileMder g ^ eP n WerS ° f d i 3 , e5t!on > 'hereby enfbling the*patient to°gain 

nausea imDa^sfheannPri, UenCe i a hllst the bromide not infrequently produces 
nausea, impairs the appetite, and deranges the digestive organs. 
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of iritis) Ifamenabj^ acUo^of*^ hm" 7 Sf hil {f (with the exception 

extremely circumscribed A ™ ™ t -° d ' de ’ " h,lst that ., of ,be bromide -i» 
fession, that in order to nluatn r^ 7 ° e /\ era * impression prevails among the pro¬ 
of potaksium Uis^renuishe^o Idm^ ^“‘f 5 fr0rr ! ,he edition 0 ™* iodidt 
which I have had in its employment i he L^k tfotpIS 6 1 lhe , ei 'P erieBc e 

des,ruble consequences are likely to ensue from monf’Ji ul ‘ ]saytbalfarm0re 
it has seldom occurred that eve™ wished farT^r ^ than e / cessive doses; 
gmin doses, and in no Zr ^ fuI - fil ‘ ed by W 

ten grams thrice a day. neces.aiy to increase it further than 

tasZm! wWct by°L C rafoX y of e wrifers f " t ° f < be ***» «f po- 

therapeutic qualities, is some preparation of sarsaparilla usKhe° “* 

irzizlr, 

Dr Geo, 0 heS 0,aS h 5iUm ’ beba ‘‘ fo “ d tbe bromide £sl ine“ COm P anson wbb 

nearly s^&timme^f it ineS ^some™^ waa led 10 * 

had found it decidedly advantaglus^'and in “Tnemallh^m''?" 5 ’ b °,' vev . er > be 

25s^s^,?ssss^^ 

Dr!D a umoiJ—Afmidsummer, wlmii^vi^ekition is^al'h'sheh'ht”? P”** * 
afterward!“if pSX& i !r° lled for a sbort ,ime » hot water- 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND PRACTICAL 
MEDICINE. 

M!mh°^Si 7 ? a “ru^ By Norman Chevers,M.D. (London Med Gaz 

March, 1847.)—[We invite attention to the following remarks on iJf/ i 
Cjanosis, extracted from a valuable and elaborate P ap°er by Dr ChevemS , 
A Collection of Facts, Illustrative of the MorbidConditionsof thl Pni™ d ’ 
y ?’ “ bearing upon the treatment of Cardiac and Pulmonarv^i^aiS"" 3 ^ 
be perceived that the results of his investigations are confirmam™ «f" • . 
constantly advocated in this Journal, as to the cause ofcv anos i s T„d .K * "fJ” 

pays a deserved compliment to the valuable paper of Dr Moreton!SriH? ™?w- U L h '°i 
m our number for July, 1844.] 1 * aioreton btille, pubhshed 

The malformations to which the heart is liable usually consist of Wrmc —a- k 

culated to C nrn f ent ' Wih P rolon S a,ion of intra-uterme life,* but which kre cti 
cutated to produce very serious embarrassment when resniratmn , 

^esmbtlTd 0113 natUraIly affeC,ed birth in the cilculatoiy appaS^ 

occurrence. 21 " 6 S ° me eiCepti ° DS '° lhis rale ’ bot tbey da “otappear to be of frequent 
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The paroxysms of suffocative dyspnma, the lividity of the surface, and all the 
other distressing symptoms which constitute the leading features of cyanosis, were 
formerly attributed solely to the admixture of venous with arterial blood through 
the abnormal cardiac apertures which are usually discovered in these cases, and 
to the consequent diffusion of a dark and vitiated fluid through every part of the 
arterial system; but this opinion has been in "real measure abandoned since the 
facts have been established that the symptoms in question inay be present in 
cases where no abnormal communication whatever exists between the cavities of 
the heart, as well as in instances where it is utterly impossible that the smallest 
quantity of venous blood could have entered the arterial system: while on the 
other hand, me symptoms of morbus catruleus are not by any means necessary 
du*t an ^ of patency of the cardiac septa or of permanence of the arterial 

The opinion at present adopted by many pathologists with regard to the cause 
o' the symptoms ot morbus catruleus is, that they depend entirely upon delav to 
the passage of the blood through the lungs, resulting from the presence of a fixed 
impediment to the circulation. 

Morgagni appears to have been the first writer who attributed the intense 
lmditvot cyanosis to obstruction in the trunk of the pulmonary artery. Louis 
ascribed this symptom to some obstacle to the circulation of the blood through the 
veins; and MM. Berlin and Berard coincide in believing that the blue appearance 
ot the surface in those affected with abnormal apertures in the cardiac septa de¬ 
pends on the stasis of the blood in the right cavities of the heart, and upon the 
consequent difficulty with which the venous bfood circulates; and, though it he 
complicated almost always with the mixture of the two kinds of blood, still it is 
not produced by this mixture. The opinion that cyanosis is exclusively due to tlie 
ctrculattou of venous blood through the arterial system, has been satisfactorily dis- 
. Br ' S ." e * "' ll ° adduces ample evidence in proof of the conclusions, 
(1) that cyanosis may exist without admixture of the blood; (2) that there is not 
always a proportion between cyanosis and the degree in which the blood is mixed ; 
(3) that complete admixture of the blood may take place without cyanosis; and 
V J '-yauosts depends upon congestion of the general venous system from ob- 
the liearl orin ‘he pulmonary artery, impeding the 
return of us blood to the lungs.f •’ 1 = 

enrv re r Ul ‘ S ° f my own investigations are almost entirely confirmatory of Dr. 

n . C J^ es of cyanosis will very rarely occur in which the morbid 
anatomist will fad to discover some organic cause which acts virtually as an im¬ 
pediment to the pulmonary circulation. Dr. Stille has, perhaps, referred somewhat 
loo exclusively to the right side of the heart and the pulmonary artery as the seats 
‘£ a i obstacle to the circulation in these cases, for it will occasionally, 
though rarely, be found that the physical impediment to the circulation exists in 
the pulmonary tissue, or is even external to the lungs, as in Dr-Marcel’s well- 
known case,; and. in some few instances.the cause of obstruction is situated either 
in the left heart or in the aorta. Still, in every case of evanosis, there will be 
Ca rT °d ier which tends essentially to prevent the free and 
complete circulation of the blood through the lungs, to retard its passage through 

slow anTLc^mpTeteT ’ COnSequemly ’ 10 render ‘he process of its arterializatidn 

voh viih 00 Cyanosis > in lhe American Journal of the Med. Sciences, 

■was ehher^nrurar a aS t S 0l " cyanos i s analyzed by Dr- Stille, the pulmonarv artery 
mesented hv mLl ' ° bslruc '^; or impervious. In the remaining 8, the conditions 
^ ± Edinburgh MsU SSe a"® '“''y capable of producing great venous congestion. 

.f Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journal, vol.i.p. 412. • 

denendinnnrf r nn\ C ' , ' 1 ® heart's action is greatly accelerated in cases of cyanosis 

ofCardiac malformS ° f lhe P“ Imonar y orili ee, and upon various other kinds 

of blood which passes th^uVthllK™ 6 and y b rh ' Ch smal ! ne ; ss , of lh . e 9 uanli!y 
mpa c„r P rnmnpncotori ° s * an d becomes oxygenized there, is, in some 

lESSEr a spas 
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withouuhe concmenc^of cy^if'Th°" j' 0 ' he f p “j monar }‘ ar| e r y is never found 
cases of congenital narrowing of'this ve'tf h?//;, 7 f k r f= ards most ° p »he 
instance, where congenital imperfection 'i ‘ ‘ n0t , hold good in all i for 

seriously obstructive until late in life the does 1,01 become 

necessarily those of cyanosis •* and I’ s h h fll h^f?, mS k Vhlch U P roduces ar e not 

which extreme narrowin', of the nalmnin l f r F ta x e 10 clte an insta nce in 
occurring at the adult period, was notTtenX?"^’ , lhe , r . esuIt of en ‘iocarditis 
hvulity of the surface: in fact, it appears that fnr'il'i '^ sllghtest appearance of 
that generally dilated condition of the entire ° f 16 com P le ‘ e establishment of 
ats, the obstruction to the circulation must haveW Sy “ which at,ends c y a "°- 
birth, when the capillary vessels are natural!? m pre3ent eilher at °r before 
the adult or it must become confirmed preWousk to" ,f ] an lhey are ia 

body, while the entire vascular system 1 * nlimt ni l rT . w development or the 

^sssassas^ ^r, zps&s 1 " m 

and lungs, wicurling in adult life PreiableTtf iff ? bs,rucl ' ve of din heart 

congestion and considerable livi.fi, v of the surface but ‘' llemal Venous 

any instance m which an impediment of thUS .. not ac <l"amted with 

quently to the age of twenty-five years hif! nP„T.’ ? ! ng lnt0 operation subse- 
blueness of the entire surface which forms the oh UC6 .‘ f generaI and intense 
sis depending upon congenital maiformationof t^eatt^ fea ‘ Me ° f true cyan °- 
la extreme cases of original def'ppt nf i* 

■which the ascending pulmonary trunk is obliterated or^h** 115 .’ S ? Ch 33 those m 
pears to be due less to the circuitousnns- ,l! d 0 , bsem i the cyanosis ap- 
supplied with blood, than to the unnatural no In course _by which the lungs are 
which are almost invariably far less capacious than* i°n ‘the Te ? sels ’ t 
lienee the pulmonary veins and left nuriiio ~ rr , Vi m or dmary condition ; 
these cases, while the lunus or ,e r SS f on ^ted in 

-present the evidences of chronic impediment 

mdn^^epends'^o^li^cfircufat^on'of^arbonire'd blm>iHhrom'h°th ''"It c ? a . nos ’ s 

.rSctwfi,^ indepeiideml^on^erfectlin o? 

prebend tha? AI. 1 a P‘ 

treme cases of thU him/her e'the 0nC,ud(: . lhal > !" ex- 

great, and where a large quantity of venous hlon I oin, palmonar y raraulatton is 
at every systole of the ventricles Ihe di=colorafi on nf 1 y P^ 65 ,n , t0 ,he a °« a 
the lividity of the mucous membranes ''whicH so freauemt^-e" 11 
cases, is, in part, at least due to the dirl- h,„. i i - ,r equentlv observed in these 
blood. Admitting this, mu ?be borne in mmV,h P , U rn C °" •'"° n , of the arlerial 
cyanosis is generally pre“„ cases of the pr ! nclpal reas °" "% 

cavities of the heart? will be found in the^actlha a c^eTr m r, a !‘° n ? ,etwe ' n ,he 
capable of preventing the natural closure of the septa will rarefy Til"," Sou 

63?detailed ^.FanoT'ited “* af a ~,anat. 

were found united into a thickened nn-: in the Vnl c^e^l'n pU ' r m °, nar - 1 ' , va| ves 
end of the little finger; and in the other? merely alIowi“'theM^e'ofk 
J here were evidences of verv conswJpmhu i- b . P a - ! a S e ot a goosequdl. 
these cases, but there does not annear 'n h>™ P ed,rae "t 1° the circulation in both of 
t Some o’f ,h? c^ '" eilher. 

Uon. 1S DOt ‘ he main Ca “ Se ° f dj ' Spaa:a aad 
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permanent and severe impediment to the circulation. Where an abnormal open¬ 
ing is discovered in the cardiac apparatus of one who has only lately become 
cyanosed, or where such an aperture presents traces of recent enlargement it 
must not be at once concluded that the presence or augmentation of this commu¬ 
nication has occasioned the cyanosis; but the first cause of the disease must be 
sought for, and this will generally be discovered in the form of some manifest 
impediment to the circulation which has determined the patency of the opening 
from birth, and which, having become recently aggravated, has produced the 
cyanosis at the same time that it has increased the size of the abnormal foramen. 

Dr. Meigs adheres to the doctrine that persistence of the foramen ovale is the 
cause of cyanosis in infants. He observes, that, “ as the occlusion of the foramen 
ovate is prevented by the torrent of blood flowing from the inferior vena cava 
raising and keeping raised the interauricular valve, which is thin and floating it 
occurred to him to place the cynosed child on the right side, with the head and 
trunk somewhat raised, so that the interauricular septum should be maintained 
horizontal, and the blood contained in the left auricle should press with its whole 
weight on the closed valve. He has frequently seen the blue colour disappear at 
the very instant the infant was placed in this position, proving that the oxygenat¬ 
ing blood only entered the arteries.” Dr. Meigs adds, that he has thus saved the 
lives of fifty or sixty children in a hundred; whereas, as is well known, all the 
other means hitherto tried have failed.* 


Successful as this application of Dr. Meigs’ theory has evidently proved, it is 
certain that his explanation of the fact is by no means demonstrative. So far from 
patency of the foramen ovale being an essential concomitant of the blue disease, 
it is well known that, in a very considerable proportion of instances of cyanosis 1 
the auricular septum is perfectly closed; and two cases are upon recordt in which 
cyanosis was distinctly attributable to closure ante partum of the foramen of Botal. 
Wherever this communication remains too long open in a child, there mn$t exist 
some cause, either of obstruction to the circulation, or of over-distension of the 
heart, to prevent its closure; and it is to that cause, and not simply to the patency 
ot the auricular septum, that the cyanosis is due; otherwise it is clear that every 
intant would remain cyanosed until the termination of the usual period at which 
the foramen becomes naturally closed, and every individual whose auricular sep- 
tum remained imperfect would be the subject of morbus cajruleus.—neither of 
which circumstances is found to obtain. The position of the body recommended 
by Dr. Meigs is, however, well calculated to relieve those paroxysms from which 
the subjects of congenital heart disease suffer, as it places nearly the whole of 
the voluntary muscles in a state of relaxation, thereby rendering the circulation 
through the extreme vessels as free as possible, and (what is of still more im- 
^°r, anC |f) ^ ^ facilitates the supply of arterial blood to the lungs and to the brain. 
. •‘luch unnecessary discussion has been expended upon the question, whether, 
in cases of septal deficiency, admixture of the venous with the arterial blood 
occurs constantly, or only as the result of occasional causes of impediment to the 
pulmonary or systemic circulation. In by far the larger proportion of instances 
ot extensive congenital malformation of the heart, and certainly in all those cases 
where direct communication between the cavities or arteries exists as the result 
of a permanently obstructed state of any of the cardiac orifices or vessels, admix* 
ure of the two currents of blood is a matter of necessary occurrence—the sole 
means by which the circulation is maintained at all ; and here the state of the 
pa 'shows at a glance in which direction the diverted current has been accus- 
omert to pass. Thus, in cases of transposition of the aorta and pulmonary artery, 
th fra i Ven * r ^ u fa r septum and foramen ovale remain pervious, it is evident 
, J? l0 °d must be continually passing directly from the right to the left ventricle, 
anil trom the left to the right auricle. In other instances, where the orifice of the 
pulmonary artery is closed, and the aorta arises from the right ventricle, it is ap¬ 
parent that the contents of the left cavities can only reach^the aorta by passing 
rom lef to nght through the aperture in the septum, which is always provided 


VO*. xfv 1°8 lhe Academyof Sciences - Paris, June 2d, 1815, and Dublin Sled. Press, 
f Cases by Vieussens and Mr. Ebenezer Smilh, p.967. 
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remains open%m "protected in , stanc . es . where the foramen ovale 

versed AeV rtor e P o^ m ^ t U? Wood has tm- 

formation of the left cavities nf !h» - 1 ^ ma “J" ca5es of congenital mal- 

foramen has always been from left to rmht' 3 7 Vldent ,hat r lhe currer >‘ through the 
arteriosus, associated with contraction of the nnlmn 3 of P ate ney of the ductus 
course, receive some portion of dm r s.mnll ef P i, ? n f y 0lafice > lhe lun ? s . of 
aorta: but, where there exists a cnnt™i PP i y f ,V- 00d throu 3 h ‘he duct from the 
the origin of the left subclavian it not fmfi° r obl ! tera,ed Blale of the aorta below 
stream of blood is regularly convened kST" ? ha PP en3 ‘hat a considerable 
‘he aorta. I„ the ca^s itt?Jn " artery 

of the current should be permanently reversed - the £ ™ P b < i lbal ,he direction 
fended on one side by a more or Ie4 efficient valm^r " ° Va ‘ e ls generally de- 
gous arrangement has occasionally been develonfl t n? paralU r s > and an anal °- 
septum and arterial duct* ‘ developed in patency of the ventricular 

cavi,ie“o b f e ffieSire'of 1 efe ™^o V ? S ’, ,ha ' V hen * ba right and left 
arterial and venous blood willoccur during length, n0 admixture of the 

may exist free communiva ion between S ,h h ^ B,rcon motions, even although there 
few cases have beeaTSwhich™ ‘ he , vess f ,s . °: through the septa. A 
ness of ffiis doctrine; but the instances of evmnsit^^rl™ l- 6 S e "? ra l eorrect- 
so few in which the two sets of cavities malfon P ation of the heart are 

m which the whole of the cardiac ont?et^r r 7 P ro P ortl ° ne d to each other, or 
the rule is by no means one that ailmtis r,r tf P er f ecl |y tree from obstruction, that 
applied. G hal admits of bein S either extensively or frequently 


blood through the aocrtnrp j- Jlr car ^ iac apparatus, the pass ag e of 

a full strea"‘amidt ?t "he ”1“* “ d that lhe « * 
rence for the purpose of relieving dismnl^J^ ra ? rely an eecasional occur- 
engorgement or obstruction Still it is ,tn < P rcums,ances of accidental 

opinion of Bichat and S, S*P fully ad ™‘ ‘ b “ 

defictenees are seldom "fever *??’ “.** havu “heady seen, these 

occasi"ns^cTrtaffi"de i '^e of^ommin"?ein rC t ,! f'^’''"^ lc ^ !p ™^^ ye ^ a ^ denes 

become affected either wiffi pulmonarv disci 8 ™‘ ,,or .d e 5 reeB °f ®epta! deficiency 
systemic circulation the dysnnmn s2l IV' rf’ an 3' callses of delay to the 

MSnsssss 

queuce of extraordinary exertion, repletion, or tmnsie^rcan^oTpffi^on^ot 
• See cases observed by Eicherand, p. 10S7, and by the author, p. 1090. 
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strucl 1 °n. Here the intensity of the cyanosis can never be taken as an indication 
of the degree of abnormal communication which exists between the cavities of 
the heart. Louis has very justly remarked, that “ the change of colour is never 

iound to be in proportion to the freedom of the communication _for it is of 

course, evident that, wherever obstruciion of the outlets exists, the more freelvthe 
cavities communicate the less will the circulation be impeded. 

In either of the above sets of cases the symptoms of morbus ctcruleus mav be¬ 
come permanently developed in their greatest intensity whenever additional and 
permanent obstruction occurs to the passage of the blood through the lun'-s, or 
immediately the muscular power of the heart becomes seriously impaired. 0 In¬ 
stances of considerable malformation of the heart occasionally occur in which 
S i rii | eS ,f? a ? pt L ar nnti ' lhe a -: c of Puberty, and others have been observed 
kill n ‘!f y0 the bnrface ’ which bad occasionally presented itself from 
birth, dul not become permanent until a rather advanced period of life In the 
former of this class of instances the increased impediment is probably due to a 
want of that development of the pulmonary apparatus which usually takes place 
at the approach of adult age ; in the others it may be traced to additional narrow¬ 
ing or other consequences of acquired disease in the malformed structures, causes 

ImetmUo„ P onhi y iS er a3SraVa,ed byple,!l0[a ' and b >- a ‘ 

n “" h H S be , e[ i alread >' m , ade 10 'be influence of contraction of the foramen 
< hihlren whn enal ,| duc J? prod f ucm 2 the first symptoms of morbns cairuleus in 
[u , h 1 . [ e r ,he subjec,s ° f congenital cardiac defect; it does not usually ap- 
pear ' b l S ? C 5 de , feCt ne ?. es farily interferes with the heal, h’of the infant so long as 
ts system is freely supplied with placental blood; but, so soon as respiration and 
C m angeS w rtllCh “ccompany the commencement of that process become 
fs ractot vr rrialforrneil heart fails to perform will, facility functions for which 
aie nSw L?, P r^ lyadaplS . nnd the evidences of severe obstruction 
are qu ekly developed; ihese are, m all probability, also aggravated by the in- 

commenced ‘t/T® du t ds ’ w J ich is P™ d “ ecd nhen the process of assimilation 
commences. The opinion advanced by M. Billard, that a perfectly oxygenated 
b h ‘ a r necessary to the new-born fetus, taken in conjunction with The fact 
that the infant s body has usually a slightly livid appearance until the funis is «e- 
nafion a o r f 1 .ht SP!ratl0n i IS ful, >' eslablis hed, has been regarded as a sufficient expla- 
befnrp « circumstance that several hours or days frequently elapse after tlirth 
before the symptoms of the blue disease present themselves in those children 
^vhpse hearts are structurally imperfect. 1 am not, however, aware of any fact 
which proves that the blood supplied to the fetus duiing intra-ulerine life is less 

> I e ? 1Z ?l' ha 1 ,ha ! '! hi f h ci , rralale3 through the arteries of the mo- 
ther, and it is evident that the slight discoloration of the surface alluded to above 
is merely the transtent result of the embarrassment and delay which the circula- 
inspire San ^ SUblalnS at lhe Ume when lhe ‘“font« gasping in its first efforts to 

F ^Ja d ^i l0n t ihc F z P cd Z alian °f Faticnls Reeled with Diabetes— Dr. 

bRAuas presented to the Manchester Pathological Society, Feb. 4th, 1847, a spe- 
cimen ot sugar wh.ch he had obtained, a fevv days previously, from the expecw- 
raiion of a man the subject of diabetes melliius. * ° 

ofThU 'ffisenii a = ed . 2 ®’ Por u P' vards °f a year suffering the ordinary svmptoms 
momts shown at preseut much wasted in flesh, had, during the last six 
ffiriv had amonn.n n Pulmonary phthisis. The expectoration lat- 

i e t a ~ d n' le - les , s lhan 24 . ounces <Iai| y.- end, on the day which tur- 
It vv!s comnospH nf" f ,0 exam,! l at ‘ 0 n, had even exceeded that quantity. 

T.ensffinr U e rnnn fp'l" abundaat wh,le > fr0 > h yi tenacious mucus, holding in suJ- 
pen-ton little rounded masses of opaque yellow material. 

free'lvwhh «rnn l ^‘‘ 1 °" °l S l Ugar; th ® expectoration was, first of all, treated 
Distilled water >- h °Vi V |' C1 coagulated much of the albuminous matters, 
the whole was tbrn, h " ded ’ a c n , d ’ afier a S !ta,ion an<1 digestion for a short time, 
throngh° 6 UP ° a “ filter ’ anJ a clear wa[ ery fluid readily passed 

A small portion of this fluid reduced the protoxide of copper when tested after 
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'i 1 0n™ve?merc C u O ry mended Troramer J an <i another portion underwent fermenta- 

' i , ryne5S > ,he residue broke « 
tered. The alcoholic solution thne'nhi^ h i° UrS ln , alcohc>1 - which was then fil- 
decidedly sweet to the taste ol evat™- 6 ' of a yellowish tint, clear and 

lem to 24 grains of sugar/or 50 W ° U ‘ d be e<i “ iVa - 

gravity was 1032,' ami itsMme'Sra h* ’ l'* Speeific 

The quantity passed was muchTess than formerly. J ^ be6n ab ° Ut 1035 ’ 
Dr. hrancis had detailed at length the account of the process he ha,l „.„i v 

isSifSSfSVs 

ruination. } ’ Unle * S laken m cor >J u '‘clion with other means of its eli- 

eJdelcennn^t 1 ,ool;ed u P oa as furnishing an argument, if further 

Th 1 ;»'™ n l i e Fatho! °S ic 2 l -Anatomy of Perichondritis Larvatca. By J H Javsfh 
syphilis. The amhor^nrfe’.S^ ’ h ® 5? ercur,al cachexia, and seconda^ 

aiSSSSS^ 

membrane was, excepting (edema, normal without a trace of ulcerating 

.ht^aTu^fnTmtmZTf'r^^ ^ T apable of '"flammation, looks upon 
“ ,rue mnammation of the perichondrium, with deposition of the nlastie 
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the pale of the circulation and consequent nutrition, &c.: 2d. In a chemical man¬ 
ner, by the action of the pus upon the necrosed cartilage; the perforation of the 
cartilage, and separation of it into several pieces, proceeds not, as Albers supposes, 
trom a choudntis, but is a consequence of the different thickness of the cartilage 
at different points, and of the unequal extension of the inflammation. The extent- 
sion of the abscess on the external surface of the cartilage cannot be explained bv 
truvalluer s theory of an inflammation of the submucous cellular tissue, which is 
also much more readily infiltrated with pus than an abscess formed in it. The 
cricoid cartilage is most frequently affected ; more rarely the thyroid, partially or 
entirely, alone or in unison with the former; and the disease has been only twice 
narrated as occurring in the arytenoid perichondrium. Though highly dangerous 
when following exhausting diseases, as an idiopathic affection or consequence of 
injury, the prognosis need not be so unfavourable, the swelling and cndema caus- 
ing the principal danger, viz., death from suffocation, which might be obviated 
by a timely performance of tracheotomy.— Monthly Journal of Med. Science , Feb 
diaftai° m Ho andtsche Beitrdge :u den Anatomischen. und Physiologischcn H'issens- 

20. On some Appearances in cases of so called Purulent Poisoning of the Blood. By 
JJr. Hertzveld, of Zwolle—Organic chemistry and the microscope are daily work- 
ins such reformations in the healing art, that attention is again becoming drawn 
o the long well known influence of the fluids of the body—more especially the 
olooa--upon the organism, and to their influence in the production of disease, 
in the heyday of sohdism, and especially when the doctrines of Broussais were 
at their height, every disease was localized; and in order to account for the general 
symptoms, and the appearance of disease in distant organs, refuse was had to 
secondary irritation, sympathy by means of the nerves or similarity of tissue, con- 
tiguity, vicarious functions, and the like. At present, a more simple, and in many 
cases a more certain explanation of the general symptoms of disease, is found in 
an affection of the blood, and besides this, the many changes, primary or second- 
ary, to which this fluid itself may become subject, and which were unknown to 
the solidists. 

Among those diseased processes which, at present, it is conjectured may owe 
their origin to a changed state of the blood, belongs the so called purulent poison¬ 
ing (eitervergiftung), or as it is named by Engel, purulent fermentation (eitergah- 
nmir.) a condition of the blood in which it generally acquires a greater degree of 
liUKlily. I his condition is found, indeed, in other diseased processes; but purulent 
fermentation is specially characterized by the formation of large deposits of pus in 
various parts of the body; it may be in the parenchymatous organs or in the ex- 
tremittes; and this is not utt frequently accompanied with a greater or less effusion 
° r.-u i! C "° r ' 4 iseasei1 process, which may .assume various forms, and to 

which the most opposite names have been given,"such as phlebitis, absorption of 
pus, malignant inflammation, gangrenous erysipelas, diffuse inflammation, abscess 
by metastasis, &c., is further specially characterized by the circumstance that it 
always arises under the influence of some infecting matter, be it miasma or con¬ 
tagion, which obtains admission through an open wound or a mucous membrane, 
ana which sometimes appears to be connected with a mucous or pus-like secre¬ 
tion. The nature of this infecting matter is still unknown; but it is probable that, 
like the purulent poisoning itself, it may vary. In the absence of analysis, no 
very minute distinction can be made of these various conditions. Meantime, 
however, the varying degree of severity under which the diseased processes con- 
nectea with these conditions originate, and the diversity of causes which call them 
tort", would all seem to indicate some degree of difference in the infecting matter, 
inus we see it following wounds in the corrupted air of an hospital, profuse sup- 
purations after amputation, wounds received in dissection, and handling diseased 
cattle (pustula maligna, the glanders of horses), and in all these cases it is modi- 
hed, not only in its course, but in its appearances. Nay, what is more, all acute 
exanthemata appear to originate in a somewhat analogous process; but their pa- 
thologtcal products are developed on the skin or mucous membranes, whilst in 
the other case they are deposited in the parenchymatous organs, or cellular tissue. 
Xn mai? v of these, however.—variola for example,—the contagion is connected 
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ease in otheror^fe^T^he’ .T*!® 11 ’ b y. re - a bsorplion, produces the same dis- 
dyscrasia, as fofin^nce Tvnhilis ^T'f ^ P , UShed funher > aad a c hr 0 „i c 
assuming that in the former^an ?^ e P la f ed unde / ,he same category, by 

poison from the blood takes place - and thus !r Ifh!” 1 chronlc ’ deposition of the 
eased processes, which in their fnrnf '™ e °, btam a connection between dis- 
ent, as between erysipeli and tvnhTs’ and conser loences ; are very differ- 

a connection which only shows the more Jrn S s f pt ‘ ca > and U J CUS phagedffinicum; 
changes to which the bfood is subject ThPft?*^ how manifold are the diseased 
duced to two principal heads 1 stn.kJiln, 56 ^^ P rocesse * "’ey all be re- 
of the blood, which originates from the of .'he blending of the elements 

under the direct influence of e™e™ fSTr' 10 " , of ! he b ° d y> a nd only 
nomatons, tuberculous, and scrofulous diatheses J? tbe , 6C0rb “ ,la ) chlorotic, carci- 
called forth under .he influence of°“ntmfl 0 n^t. ( f C f ,l); 2d > snch 35 are 
of purulent poisoning belong (poisoning" of [he blood)^ ab °' e named Passes 

cases 1 of'p^rulTru' V poison\n" h A e 1 p l ofsmf e is take^ ° f di f put , e > as to bow . in 
trine of phlebitis, as set fonh by Dance and r™ " l? ? ' he “"“H The doc - 
of the new hiEmato-patholo'W \rorn the old ihZf' ^5 -a S,ep lbe dlre c'ion 
ence. has abundantly proved,haiThis L - h ■ ° f lnflamma lion. E.vperi- 
cases of purolent poisonTn- may l“ r, 1S quite un ' enab!e > and * a ‘ true 
veins. This h“ b P eeT™veW ,° f inda ™°n in the 

gives two cases by Duncan in which difr, o ’- b « Kenned y> w ho, among others, 
Ate arm, and in which on dfcsMfl™ '? ,lamm at.on followed bleeding a 
The author himself met whh a c^e ,n’tflio T*'?! T* f ° a " d Perfectly heafthy. 
in which, in like manner nr. o ’ UnJer the care of Professor Tilanus, 

death. ’ n ° lrace of ’niiammation was found in the veins afte[ 

th e^eft‘elbow "joint* 6 OnhbmT^fo’ T* • fo fV rece!ved a Ema11 ™™ d on 

diarrhoea, mutlerin" delirium fcr Ua \ v,sa *?®» co,d skin, dry tongue and lips, 
dee n pe V r“enS?a d r flssue a with Ih^veSeband'n neCr ° S ' S ° f * be a P oneuroEas ; the 

Hie ; r ,i,l,r of forgo abscesses wilhout any prepdiefal odder oa 
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n ° ! 666 ‘ he , Same Winces under other pathological cir- 
=—T ? U ‘I.' 1 "? W arllcu . l!,r s f faces are formed in old luxations^are the 
bonj cells as such, taken up into the vascular system? or, when a necrosed 
portion of bone is separated from the sound one? The other view, as stated' in 
he eeond objection, is a confirmation of our author’s views in regard to purulent 
poisoning; for what occurs in the disappearance of such an abscess? As Vo"el 
has justly stated in his pathological anatomy, it is the serum of the pus whfch 
suddenly disappears; the pus corpuscles, on the other hand, may be found in an 

d ~ SCl i k f ° r “ °“= P. erl “ J - 11 > s only after a considerable time that they 
di. appear by absorption, and only ajler they have been reduced to the fluid state * 

in 7hi fi 3 ? 6 lhln = Iakes m purulent poisoning, but with this difference that 
in the first case, the serum abstracted from the influence of the air, retains it’s na- 

some^Th^'m- 3 ’ " herea \ ln lhe ? lher = iu consequence of the effect or the air. or 
ome other miasma, a substance is generated, by some species of chemical nro- 

in ^ i’t,' T - h ,' t ’m aCtS PfJ" t,,cia ' | y ° n the w hole mass of the blood. Far from ascrib- 
tn 0 this to the solid parts of the pus. he believes it to originate from the ichor the 

asTrMhp b e flUldlly Wh -' ch sufficien,1 y distinguishes it from laudable pus;’iun 

dendv^n Thof "'‘V i? P°. 1S0 " 0US Properties of small-pox maUer reside, more evi- 
rtendy m the lj rnph than in the pus of the pustule. 

When a mixture of pus and blood takes place in the vessels, either in conse- 

c h a n ica 1°hi*ndera"c r* 0t R hIebi, , is sa PPUmto f ia, the pus cells act merely as a me- 
P roduce stagnation m the circulation of the blood; a 
d^th assi’iddentv o’ 'T hich ’, were 11 earned to any great extent, would produce 
T a L S d , denl > the . entrance of air tnto the veins, or the injection of oil, as 
he name of kn0W !' ex P erimenls °f Magendie; but those appearances, to which 
l! , n °f purulent poisoning has been given, can only take place after the pus 

process. V1 ° US ^ unders ° ne 60me chan S e m its properties by means of a chemical 

nr W m r n ‘° 0Ur al ! (llQr ’ ‘hcrefore, Engel is entirely wrong in assuming that in 
°arv condition- a p ? I j a e . nt P°‘S°ntng, contact of the pus with the blood is a neces- 
nn the Kill? ; t j J h i u ab ° wron ?‘ n ascribing to the pus cells a solvent power 
Indeed, the v-ery proofs which he brings forward in favour oftho-e 
rfe ™f a , by hira >n category of purulent fermentation, tes- 
ovemnme JI ’ ob J ec »ons slated by him to the opposite views are easily 

overcome. 1st. All croup,/ exudations (the name given by Rokitansky to meiti- 

aTre bTlkllt'r?’ th . e , result inflara m a ji°, n ). Engel, undergo the process of 
v-rUrdiin lke r ,‘°c * wa S ulubk hjmvh, and its effect on the blood is pre- 

T^this our"anth' , “ ^ sc ^ ratcd f rom U 4 the m ”dium of an uninjured duns’ 
theevaH?d . rep.ies, the effect on the blood is prevented merely because 
disturhinn nhr -‘"f abstracted fr ? m ''j® influence of the air, is not subject td any 
fhe Oaemtfon of 1 pr0ceise f: And lhe P™°f °f'bis, he states, is to be found in 
ra -sinnn , r em Pyema, the unsuccessful result of which arises from the ad- 

» ilflam,A / t°",• ° n lhe , exudall0n r "' hi ch cannot be prevented. 2,1. 

inflammation of the lymphatic vessels , accompanied with purulent exudation seldom 

foledtnthr' J l prg '‘f. c, ' ,i upon ,he , Uood i and f° r the reason, that the pus bang iso- 
Udedu, the lympnatic system , no actual contact can take place.” As already staled our 

fe materi n anv?n 3 .he- r r e T S6Veral VarietieS ° f NoodViisoning, and that these dif- 
tn tv y their appearances, course, and results. Syphilis may be placed 
: S h , ere adyscrasiaof the blood is produced by the'inoculatioii 

nhafic svsmm if^h- “j* ^ Is ‘ here aa y isolation of the pus in the lym¬ 
pnatic system in this case? Is it not the case, on the contrary that a svohililic 

/rom^W e nrL P Mi? ed fV he i . Confti,u . tional abelian I 3d. “ Chronic absccssel which 
from impenetrability of the skin, or other causes, arc shut up as in a sac exercise no vre- 

£&^ 0f coarse ’ baaa a s c >he Sir has no ^eans of peC 

exercTsed fn o P nenin J h ? ‘ h l y remain un °P ened t and hence the great caution 
»™W wl ? / hr °“ 1C , abiCeiiei , 4,h - or umbilical arteritis, in 

- "° fc MnSe m the bl00d ' and V “ firmed both in the 

inlTZ t rC c m . oreOTer > » the locality to prevent its being taken 

into the mass of lie blood ” The fact is correct; bat why is the pus not takln up t 

he^p 5 -f coa? “ latlQn of ,l ! e bIoo <I is produced by the solid parts of the pus, and 
hence a complete separation from the rest of the vascular system. 
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isS.\"^Tr^"onL P S' iS - Bm 1 a,1 ‘ his > ****** ,0 onr author, 
thi pus cells themseh-es the cause of ni c0 . r P u ' e * e ? ' s !° cause stagnation. Were 
lowed by Engel himself to modm-e puru e J?' poisoning, a diseased process al- 
l|ne of demarkation take p>ac P e, or howcan we'^ the^S^^ 

under thefcat'egmy of^rZtTut^lonor'ln^mr^e 5 '!^' P ' 8Ced 

trary^ there^are^m^ny^rol^tbilide^again^^'t aC A 1 nto' 3 ^^ ^ 

adduces that of glanders in the hut^anStat "^™ e *“»Pl«b 'he author 
detailed, the symptoms of purulent putrefaction we!i h 3 ° f wl1,,eh hitherto 
Engel true toMs system, on . wh 1 it:h “count, 

exceedingly doubtful. But this his hp« n , i 1 "°7 1 , an,m a!s to men as 
observation, and as no direct mixture of the dus nnd’hln^ 611 th u- most careful 
milted, it hence follows that dle infecMin^ o^nli ca " m lh,s ca5e be ad- 

,heau,hoc 

serum. T l ' S de,eten0US prod “ C ‘ is ^ not”on the pus bu, in the pus 

is not essential.* 0 Pr ° dUCe P-^P^ing direct admixture of the pus and blood 

them ensue/as a result U of n the 0 mechaniea'[ p r oo IT °f Ilf bI °° cl and pUS ° ccure - 
nat.on of the circulation, and coagulation of ihe blood °thetraen , C0 T usc,e ?r slag- 

nSicht'Z^', ^Smst i " r eIa 7 lefa _JLBL ? ; '' D,I ' ,in ' he Jmnal *° Micchu et Chi- 

»& 

arTe^fraorrlfnary sens'ahon'in tl^rH^ferr 

difficulty in movin- the limb Thenr.nl?' r® T ,nS "' ere s ' vollen , and he had 

psssiisiS^sa 

^MbS£H^*j£ESPK? 

recovery. Ui ‘ Ane pa-iient made a speedy 

matter being absorbed and circulated’ throu^the ‘1* pU , rU ‘. ent 

purulent infection. 3 vascular system, and producing 


22. On the Local Treatment of Amcnorrhaia. Bv A Lepra vn Tho 

ismmmmim 
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says, this idea has been the happy foundation of many safe uses and unexpected 
benefits of this remedy-. He refers in particular to its unexampled success in viru¬ 
lent ophthalmia, whether sporadic or epidemic, and in urethral discharges and 
remarking on the varieties m the strength of the applications employed by different 
■ authorities, he condemns the excessive quantities recommended by some as a 

d ' s,urba ' lve ' ['' I ° :icin S the easy transition from the use of 
nitrate of silver in the urethra to the use of it in the vagina, he remarks on the 
anatomical causes of the less efficacy of the form of solmion in the laUer case as 
having led first to the direct cauterization of the canal, either general or partial’bv 

m n « a n f?• nt h h S pe ^ UU m ’a"u h i 1 e nilrale in the Eolid sla,e ; secondly, to?he use ol 
rolls of lint, bougies, and the like, smeared with an ointment of nitrate of silver 

on USe 0f 1110 . nltrate in l “ e solid state he objects, on the ground of its severity 
and other inconveniences, and rejecting the supposed advantage of the tampon for 
keeping apart the inflamed opposite surfaces of the canal, he objects to it, besides 
as a foreign body, the presence of which must irritate. Our author’s method in 
opposmon to these, is the simple application of an ointment of the nitrate, which 

rnrTnf "f f r e u Teen / e lhe CanaI - Thia °‘ n,me nt is composed of one 

m^xe/whWove 81 . T ft r ’ dlss ° Ived ,n t «’enty-five parts of water, and then thoroughly 
mrnrlv Seventy-five parts of cerate, from two to three grammes (from thirty 
to forty-five grains) of this cerate are put into a muslin-bag, open enough in tex- 
[T™ 1 ,' C K ra,e 10 pa l s * rou S h under a slight pressure. The fore-finder 
and” 0 h ‘ S ba 3 Up .'° th ? first phalanx, the bag being fastened around^t 
d arme - d 1S mlrodu , ced ln, ° 1116 va Sina, and is carried over its whole 

Wbh thd e ^ ery r 6l i U0 i Uy 0f ‘^ e canal and 01 ,he fulva may be freely anointed 

with the contents of the bag. Our author occasionally employs the ointment of 

offfiTvddmd^f' SlrCn f h ' He find l it ° f lhe S realest service i/varions affections 
ol the vagina of an inflammatory character, accompanied with discharges care 

the"-?fW * akea 10 , reraove 33 par as Possible those determinate causes with which 
the affection may be connected. Other remedies may he applied to the vagina bv 
he same method thus, Dr. Legrand has used successfully by this method an 
£^1847 °f tannin in relaxation of the vagina.— Mmlh. Jour. Med. iu! 

J?eb. 1847 , from Gazette Medicate de Paris , January 2d, 1847 . ; 

tn Amenorrhea. —Mr. Houj.to.v states that he has had frequent 
opportumues of watching the medicinal action of the Chenopodium olidum aid is 

wb,>b L C d n . VinCed l , h ?‘ h iS a Very Eafe aad imporlant remedy, ta “cases in 
which the catamenial function is not duly performed. He employs the spontane 
ouely evaporated extract in the form of pills, from five to ten grains n Th" and 
morning. In general, if the pills are taken regularly for a fortnfght p e^ouslv to 
he expected return, the beneficial effect of the medicine is manifes ed should 
t'LV be ' ha case > he “P®* 3 ‘hem in the same manner,-4bat?s fora forS 
prev ously to the expected change. He does not advise this medicine to be given 
in all cases m which the catamenial flux is suspended, for there are manv cases 
m which attention to the general health will effect a cure, which it would be 

S sS!t° m ?m ,aiL ? i8 lho c se «*» i" which the uterus’itself requhes medi- 
d that the peculiar benefit of the chenopodium is shown.— Medical Times. 

2 ~ 

B*15. 

u,a P ua «a 10 attacn more importance to alum, as a'reroedv in 
hoopin 0 cough, than to any other form of tonic or antispasmodic I have often 
been purposed at the speed with which it arrests the sev^e spasmodTo fits of 

the pafifnt “was Smef 3 r ^ *** alm05t ,0 a11 conditions of 

permdofhe illn«,rnrp = y .t lnbe , hablt ° f takl ?S rauch P a ' ns ‘o select a certain 
-,i.i . !“ nes3 lor Us administration. and of waitin'* until the cniud, h-,,1 PT 

isted at leas three weekS) takin „ care ^ , he bowels were open the patient free 

fio^of e any bruit 3 ''aTooI® 8 m ? !st ’ “ d tbe disorder free from complica¬ 

te to be^less caufiofs a" 1 I ob ^ va “°"><*«?<? remedy, however, has induced 
me io De less cautious, and I am disposed to think, that a verv larrre amount of 

collateral annoyances will subside under its use. The fidest sSe for its adonis 
tration wtll be a moist condifion of the air-passages, aTfreXt to ceTebS 
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not^haveHyieldeJ 1 to^oiheT remedies W ?, nl f"°L^ eC . !ude i,SD?e > ^onld 'his Mate 


• r. . u ft' u; “ c vunuiuon ^ 
not have yielded to other remedies 

order, no aperient being required durin" its u*e T — J " i ,r 0 P er 

grains three times daily andtool.wi- i r ih f tlose for an ,nfanl >= two 

" f -=*!"“«> >« .1.= 

Sm5“i.'" pl " 1 - 1 “ “■» •nnr«.^2s.s'rss^y: 

Geobce Bunnoi^ Rl. D™n^his iniereslinaraner ’ Jilronrfo * By 

and Chirurgical Society, Feb °3d 1847 r .,,7 d J? ’ read before the Royal Medical 
vances made in our knowledge of thfd’ileLeT^i. "£* aII ? di . n S 10 »>« rapid ad- 
years, refers to the paper of Dr Tavlor on the p° f ’ e art du nngthe past twenty 
the twenty-eighth ?ofumeof the ifc a ‘ Jf * 1 *?’ Published i'ri 
signs rheumatism, granular disease of thf» fcirln^e j’ her ® that P h y«cian as- 
from contiguous parts, as the chief causes of wH^iv 16 " 1 m° n ° L f ln f |am mation 
author assents, but invites the attentionTf fbe <:£f- f , T ° lhis °P'o>on the 

ease, which he designates fo ™ * 'hat dis- 

statements of different pathologists who have detriiwi , {? k,n ? a J review of 'he 
pericardium, more especially of the descrintinns of R nr tubercular deposits in the 
and Rokitansky, and of Ihe opinion^Andral, Louis, 
eases of the pericardium are the consequence and not The 0 . Ihat lllI i er ? ular dis - 

hospital, the appearance of blood in the Sa caut, „J r 9 re ? ,dence fa 'he 
chest by the stethoscope to be made, whm the physical ®?J efnl axamlnall0n of the 
carditis were detected. The friction-sonndT e? w j-? n of unsuspected peri- 

fifteen'consecutive days, and then subsided leavan™' 31 ^ 111 j- Were ^ eard through 

expiration of two months, aSa^Nonofe “ fj diao .®~. At the 
tatmn indicated the presence of double pleurisy which Fnni' 3 '"!!"? 101 ' by aa6cul " 
•days when the man died. The post-mortem eiTm nmL„ d 1 d ?™S n 'neleen 
of abundance of.effused lymph in the^ericTrdhS?of ‘ reVealed 'he existence 
ous exudations in either pleura as well as Tihe w./ co P ,ou \ T serons and fibrin- 
yellowish tubercles were found disseminated throunhnmTh?' ,^ umer ° ,,s opaque, 
effused on these membranes. The lun^s also contain', ,'d 6 “If-coagulable lymph 
the crude state scattered throughout the different Inhe* ,1 nameroas tubercles in 
spleen also contained tubercles lobes ’ tile bronchial glands and 

dyseTteiy,"w"M^attae?ed 1 tvith'the'snnptomTTf iiicVi ° t ° nT h 3 J escent horn chronic 
detected no signs of extensive tubercular diLase*The but auscu . lla fon 
Upon examination after death, both lungs were found thickly Mndri^d” T k ’n ^ 
tubercles, varying in size from a milleT-seed to a small p£- h y f' Dw 
contained a large quantity of firm lymph, intensely shrined wilt, P enca rdium 
separating the layers of lymph toward-" the bate of the ht.« . 5 am , u P [m 

n 

bankfbTCameTlm'su^ect'oV'^seSeryTn 1 the^atter^rison'frmn^h^^P 1 ^*^' 

SL Bartholomew’s Hospital. The physical sione be was forthwith removed to 
during twenty consecutive days and then diJS! S of P anca r dl " s were manifest 
from Ill murmurs. tE Uoun-m“„lifted SCl leaVin f ,he heart <*empt 
after the cessation of the pericTrdi.is and ahhnTTh h'’ convalescea h a few days 

" f •* S&&?ZPJSZSZ 
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analogous to that of Case 2, and the absence of the usual causes of pericarditis 
induced the author to regard Case 3 as one of tubercular disease of that membrane’ 
1 tie author then pomtsout the class of cases in which this rare affection may be sus¬ 
pected viz., in those persons, who having been long exposed to the most power¬ 
ful exciting causes oi tubercular cachexia, exhibit symptoms of incipient phthisis- 
and yet the auscultatory signs of tubercles in the lungs are inconclusive. In such 
persons, tubercular affections of serous membranes and of the pericardium should 
be looked tor. lhe author then considers the pathological question, whether the 
tubercles are to be regarded as the cause or the effect of these chronic inflamma¬ 
tions of the pericardium. After quoting the opinions of Laennec, and Rokitansky 
who appear to regard the tubercles as the result of a change taking place in the 
layers ot librtn, consequent upon acute inflammation, and which tubercles then 
cause the inflammation to become chronie, the author endeavours to show that it is 
more in accordance with our present knowledge of the history of tubercle, to sup¬ 
pose the tubercles to be deposited on the pericardium in the.first instance: and 
that these foreign bodies acting as exciting causes of inflammation there as else¬ 
where, keep up chronic inflammation. A similar train of phenomena may be 
observed in chronic tubercular peritonitis. The author concludes by pointin'' out 
how inapplicable the usual remedies ior pericarditis are in the tubercular variety. 
Large losses of blood, and the lavish use of mercury, should he abstained from * 
while counter-irritation over the chest, saline diuretics with combinations of 
iodine, and the speedy removal of the patient from the influence of depressing 
causes, are the means most likely to arrest the progress of chronic pericarditis 
produced by the irritation of tubercular deposits.— Land. Med. Gaz., March, 1847. 

27. Cutaneous Eruptions induced bp various Medicinal substances.— Opium.—The 
eruptions which in certain individuals follow the use of the preparations of opium 
are always of an exanthematous nature. In general they consist of red isolated 
patches not unlike those of measles. This kind of eruption is rare. 

The Soluncat.—The eruption induced by the ingestion of the preparations of this 
tribe ol plants are also of the order exanthemata, and are as uncommon as those 
which are the effect of opium. The patches are larger and irregular, resemblin' 1 ' 
scarlatina. ’ = 

The Olco-rcsins. —all the Medicinal substances of this class are liable to be fol¬ 
lowed by cutaneous eruptions, but none so frequently as turpentine and copaiba. 
7 he eruption very much resembles that produced by opium and belladonna, bein'' 
sometimes measly, at other times scarlatinous in its appearance. It is a rare ex¬ 
ception to see either vesicles, pustules, or papules. 

Cod-liver oil.— This medicine sometimes gives rise to a form of eczema, which 
appears generally about the fifth day from the commencement of its use: it is 
however, rarely observed. ’ ’ 

Iodide of potassium.— The eruptions which follow the use of this medicine are 
far from uniform, sometimes being eczematous, at others pustular, as in acne. It 
sometimes happens that the skin escapes the action of the medicine, and that the 
mucous membranes are attacked instead j in such cases we observe coryza and 
conjunctivitis, which cease as soon as its use is suspended, but which will not yield 
to topical treatment as long as the medicine is persisted in. 

The discrimination of the cutaneous affections which are induced by different 
medicinal substances taken internally, is of no slight practical importance: we have 
seen ignorance of these characters and causes give rise to very unpleasant mis¬ 
takes.— Annuaire dc Therapculique, 1847. 

28. Effects of sudden changes of Temperature.—' "It is not unusual,” says Von Lit- 
trow, ( Miscellaneous Writings, Edited by his son: Stuttgart, 1846,4 “ for siltin'' 
rooms [in Russia] to be heated to 30° Reaumur (99° Fahrenheit), whilst the 
temperature out ot doors is as many degrees below Zero. Now, as the inmates 
ot such rooms must leave them more or less every day, and expose themselves 

tPc 11 aI [’ *1°^" un J er S° a sudden change of temperature of fully 60° 
(13 d rahrenhett), which not even a Russian constitution could endure, unless 
peculiar precautions were taken. The middle-aged foreigner who settles in these 
regions, and chooses to adhere to the customs of his own warmer country, gene- 
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of f j 1 dren *“ general thrive very well 1 The f parenls a d die Prematurely but 

otherwise it will be rapidly fatal,Tr wilfend'd, n mUSt F® remedle,i on Hie infant 
Inn 5 n?e f and heal,hie « ma’njf he Du s ^ one^stressing chronic malady 
door or Window 15 opened for a moment Fs nfiFF ^° 0t . ° u .' of lhe room, or if the" 

are not immediately remedied the £ >' m P! oms or the disorder, and'if they 

SS^^araSSsSSarh-SMS 

over him, and he is made to drink hq m. Ji . ? f bIankets and furs are Hid 

patient has no sooner gulped this down 1 ',' ar - vbo, . ,ea as lie can swallow The 
™m PiOUS - P r Epira,ion ^^brcaL li o°m o\“‘h&ole ^ S , heatl *• clo,I£ 

the patrent is often quite well again the ^ are P radu a!ly taken ofT. and 

cachectic expressionof wuntenanc/ Crippled 1! ™H but by a Sill 

matter with them, is-Pr“S fl ^ ‘ I hashed n^hmr "' hen asked »il?. he 
awfuu sound on U.e Russian ear as ever » , Ft'"’ \ WOrd ,llat ™i.es with al 

'- Whoever is not capable of bei“ inltanTv Ih n' d °” ' hat ° f a Greek °I old 
5 ? fe "- cups of hot drink, will, ifhe take^mv“l"- V co P ious Perspiration 
regions. But how is it that there are no wtl r'”’ leep away from those 
Russians? I never met with any Just uTm nf ° rtuna,e persons amon«- tlie 

Fvmmc^ ,f e > 1° a ” ?“®ians crni ^pkeT^T^L T *“ “*»HP 

arm cloak, and a thick cap and the thin., 1 IU " , l,e diem a cup of tea a 
for this precious peculiarityf for such it really I tiJT ma > Mhank 'hemselves 
keeps the pores of theirskin open, and* their conionl^ 6 '' ^f ( ! u ent use of hot baths 
—hdfcr^ms power of the skin, and adapt'it tores > i<dthp 1 ’ U 'H 1,S ° P ' varm tea increase 
influences which, but for these counteracting^ JnnU™? ° f ! heir climale ; 
he population °f Russia than even th^lnllF l P .!^ apSbe n ? ore P«- 


influences Wuicn, out lor these conntPrn ( .i; m „™- 01 ineir climate 

‘? r th , e pcpaladon of Russia than even dlfpl^ll^ P er kaps be more per! 
.tast. — J[ estmmstcr and Foreign Review. en Ule P la Sue is to the people of the 

29. On (?imnnr7>/> T y......._ • . . 


Medical and Chirurgical Society, March 9th 1 S 47 VF P a P er > read before the Royal 
~ s pntler,the abovii itl e 

to the F ne 'S nb °nihoud; and that it has beenSnii “7 lathe knees, 
flrit t, r° nX { and has been >ermed laryngitis ii? } supposed to be confined 
fetal before the erysipelas has had lime ,0 smZ Z r lque " C - e ° f its of ‘cn proving 
In support of this view he relates file r , P i far from ,b,s Part. ■ 

No. XXVIL-JnZ^? iT* ° f t!llS di * Me that ha™ re- 
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cently occurred in London: one in his own practice in King’s College Hospital; 
three in the Dreadnought, the particulars of which were given him by Mr. Hudson ; 
and one in Charing Cross Hospital, under the care of Mr. Avery, the particulars of 
which have been published in the medical journals. 

These cases, the author observes, were clearly examples of the same disease • 
but they did not all begin exactly in the same manner. In three, the inflammation 
commenced in the fauces; in one, it commenced in the parotid gland; and in one, 
the first appearance of it was an erysipelatous blush at the angle of the lower 
jaw. 

In all the cases the inflammation soon spread to the glottis, and produced there 
the same effects—namely, redness and great thickness of the epiglottis, and of the 
lips of the glottis, with effusion of sero-purulent fluid in the submucous cellular 
tissue—to such a degree as, in three of the cases, to produce almost sudden closuie 
of the glottis, and consequent suffocation. 

In three of the cases in which death occurred within a few hours after the in¬ 
flammation of the glottis came on, and within twenty-four or thirty-six hours from 
the commencement of the malady, the inflammation had not time to spread far 
and the air-tubes, and lungs, and other organs, were sound. ’ 

In the other cases, which were more protracted, the inflammation had spread 
down the air-tubes, and there were marks of inflammation in the chest, and an 
infiltration of a sero-purulent fluid in the loose cellular tissue of the neck. 

The occasional connection of laryngitis with ervsipelas was noticed by Dr. 
Cheyne in his article on laryngitis in the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine; and 
again by .Mr. Wood, in a paper published in the seventeenth volume of theMedieo- 
Chirurgical Transactions. The first person to treat expressly of it was Mr Ryland 
of Birmingham, in his work 11 On Diseases of the Lary„ x . ! ’ ’ 

The author cites the facts related by Mr. Ryland, and observes that they prove 
conclusively that inflammation of the larynx, causing great swelling of the lips of 
the glottis, and infiltration of fluid in the submucous cellular tissue, and thus 
leading to speedy sufibcation, occasionally results from the poison of erysipelas. 

He considers the following circumstances favour the opinion he has expressed 
as to the nature of the disease:—That the inflammation spreads in the same mode 
as in erysipelas of the skin, presenting the deep redness and swelling, and infiltra¬ 
tion of a serous or sero-pusulem fluid, which occur in that disease; that it is more 
fatal than ordinary laryngitis; and that it occurs most frequently amongst the in¬ 
mates of hospitals in which erysipelas prevails, and amongst such of them as are 
peculiarly 1 liable to erysipelas—viz., convalescent from continued fever or eruptive 
fevers, and those labouring under secondary syphilitic ulcers. 

The author concludes with suggestions respecting the treatment of the disease 
and some general remarks on erysipelas. 

Mr. Holmes Coote said that last summer two cases of the disease under discus¬ 
sion occurred in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. One patient was just recoverin'" 
from a large ulcer in the leg, when he was seized with great difficulty of breatli- 
ing; leeches were applied to the throat, and antimony and other powerful remedies 
freely employed, but the difficulty increased, and lar) ngotomy was resorted to. 
The patient, however, sank, and, after death, the cellular tissue around the "lottis 
was found in a state of inflammation; pus was infiltrated beneath the tissues,°snme 
portions of which were mortified. In another case, a patient, bavin" a slight 
wound of the hand, and diseased wrist-joint, was suddenly seized, when recover¬ 
ing, with the same symptoms as those observed in the former case. The larynx 
was opened early, but without benefit. The disease seemed not only a consecu¬ 
tive one, but u appeared that it might come on at any time, as the result of some 
atmospheric influence. It did not seem to be the result of any particular disease, 
as there was none in the hospital at that time. With respect'to treatment, he be¬ 
lieved that in the more formidable cases we had no means of arresting its process. 
He had no faith in local applications to the epiglottis, and thought thalthe treafment 
recommended by Dr. Budd was the most likely to be successful. 

Mr. Busk related two cases which had occurred in the Seaman’s Hospital, for 
the purpose of recommending a mode of treatment, which in these instances had 
been found quite successful. This treatment consisted in making a great number 
-of minute punctures on the back of the tongue^ the uvula, and pharynxj with a 
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three The^rts slm^dTe afterwTT ever r half hour for two or 

tomy.’- London \tZtt?l p,ev “ ^'"fof la^ngol 

remedy in cases of intermiltem fever ...cl"? a ver >' v 'aluable and effectual 
anliperiodjcs. It is not e ™a|lv effectual t't haVe resii,ed ^'nine a"e1 

31. Mciliaslinitis. By Dr. C IVrrrvn a , 

S ’ '"• admitted into the Bambe" ho^haf vvhg a S ed 18 > of scrofulous 
leartj and a violent pain in the left hrpncf 5 ^ s > mp!orri.-> of hypertrophy of 

symptoms, which disappearedonventeS ^ c °^ and febrile 

and constriction. After eight days a Hiu.tnlr 7 11? merel y a feeling of fulness 

acove and .at the side of the sternum h w ,n * SWe , In = arose under the muscles 
lily Of yellow matter; in the incNon a fi imo° Pene ‘ ! - SIVln " exit 10 a large quan- 
see., to lead between the ear, la-e °oHhe .1 irf 0 P?" ,n ?.'hree inches deep ens 
card,urn; a second one, between the card ' a " d fo,,rth ” b > down to the perh 
inches long conducted to a bare rou^h n!??- 60 ° f r ’u seeon d and third ribs/two 
enlarged so that in a few days the £r St/ ,he *? rnuni - T1 >« speed™ 
panned from the manubrium «!erni = bv th V P a ;SCd in, and the corpus was 
the opening of the abscess“ ~ n '= b J ’he force of the heart’s action AW 

!hree inchj’s in a vetel e^ht iX ft” V™* "' i,h ,h « wine m to occuov 

m a few days, and wi^Isilo vcd b, ^'^iVover^ '^' he pa,ip " b Tills cease;, 
endema of the left foot and le- The nftn « '“herosity of the tibia and 

extended as high as the middle of il„Po 5 relieved by leeches. The trdemi 

■tills proceeded, the abscess in the hrea t ce-f- °| f aomm r encin S necrosis. Whilst 
and the carious portion of the sternum beAn int^ t f eW A dayS 10 secrele pus, 
lion here was followed byadrvinwn Sranulate. A return of the secre- 

re [® n d Put on the appearance of hosnit-,] ^ re ° n, ^ eld , m ’ "hich was of a lively 
which followed forty-five days after admissio^ = o n n ?h° n y lh ? da y before death', 

“■ttarsr; ,ta Jtea Must ** * ~ «* : 

re 


left tentricle hypertrophied; the ri-ht dilated mi T*'r “1 3s were healthv: the 

“TtoJSS? fc^r d " UmemUS Pa™len, , po:L COn,ained;i ' 1 itS 

discharge between ,1m «rio M ^ B ^ d ^ n f® 1 ! ! l,en >| , «?>» of 'he purulent 
puled points of absorption of pus and purulendLw -h IaUon 10 llle sliil dis- 
to do with a general evil llnrl n w rn .; n , , at ‘ ie f IS - ^ ere we have evidentlv 

25r n y cer *™'ly have been present lo?ether whh th^’ the charaeferistic fev er 
alTectton during life, and abscess i„ 'them after death ,® y - mp I ,om . s of P'dmonarv 
the source of the pus in the urine lnrin»i r “ .» also instrncltve, from 
Journ.MJ. Sci , Feb. 1847, from 

32- si Simp ,c Ben**, fir Cra m[ , m the Lower Elt rc m i„c,-By Dr. S. A. B.umsnm-, 
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of Manchester. Having myself been for many years a martyr almost every ni"ht 
to this torturing malady, and having tried in vain many of the “ thousand and one’ 1 
remedies usually prescribed for relief, I was at length led to reflect upon a fact 
which had hitherto escaped my attention, viz., while sleeping in a chair, with mv 

lrttuor ltmfie nnt fnilfliintrlfio rtnnr vaf _«„ r__• i" 1 1 ■“ 


predicament. These facts, in connection with some physiological considerations 
induced me to put into practice the following plan, which has proved decidedly 
successful. My plan is to sleep upon an inclined plane, which is effected by 
taking care that the bed or matrass should incline twelve inches from the upper 
to the lower part of the bed; and for this purpose the lower feet were cut down 
so as to form this inclination. I will now state two facts, which are,sufficient tests 
that neither the imagination nor intemperate diet were the causes of my habitual 
cramps. 1st. That after my trial of the inclined plane forseven consecutive ni°hts 
with complete success, the housemaid, unknown to me, had raised my bed to its 
usual horizontal level, and, unconscious of the change, I went to sleep when 
shortly afterwards the cramps ware so severe as to compel me twice to ala’rm the 
family by my cries and moans; and it was not until 1 arose in the mornin" that 
I discovered the change in the form of my bed. 2d. The other test is the one 
which I made six weeks ago. After very spare diet of twenty-four hours, 1 re¬ 
placed my bed from the inclined to a horizontal position, when shortly after I awoke 
with dreadful cramps—so violent in the muscles of the thigh and legs as to require 
two persons to hold the limbs down in order to apply friction, with stimulants, both 
external and internal j indeed, the paroxysm was so severe and continued as to be 
accompanied with sickness and faintness. 1 deem it necessary to give a caution 
to sufferers from cramps, that the disorder is almost always connected with a weak 
or imperfect state of the digestive organs, and therefore, although the method now 
stated for relief will allow the sufferer several luxuries hitherto forbidden, yet there 
must be limits placed to such indulgences if he expects to pass the nights entirely 
free from his malady.— Loud. Med. Gar., May 1847. 

33. Rigidity of the Arch of the Aorta.— Dr. Bellingham has called attention to a 
condition oi the arch of the aorta which, he states, is often mistaken for regurgitant 
disease of the aortic valve, viz., rigidity and inelasticity, with more or less weak¬ 
ness of the panetes of the vessels, with or without dilatation. His views of the 
production ot dilatation of the aorta are, that it is due to regurgitation of the blood 
from the carotid arteries into the inelastic vessel, and not, as is commonly supposed 
to the distensive force of the left ventricle, acting upon the diseased arterial coats! 
Ihe paper, which is one of much interest, terminates iu the following resume: _• 

Istly. That under certain circumstances, the blood regurgitates into the arch of 
the aorta, from the carotid and subclavian arteries during the diastole of the vent¬ 
ricles. 

2dly. That regurgitation into the arch of the aorta occurs, whenever the coats 
ot this vessel have become rigid and inelastic from previous disease. 

3dly. That regurgitation into the arch of the aorta from the carotid and subcla¬ 
vian arteries, is capable of developing a sound, which has a great resemblance 10 

1 s ^ ond J° und °J [he heart, and is audible at the same period of the heart’s action. 

4thly. I hat a rigid and inelastic condition of the coats of the arch of the aorta, 
combined with roughness of the interior of the vessel, and slight increase of its 
calibre, is characterized by certain well-marked physical signs,“which will enable 
it in the majority of cases to be readily diagnosed. 

5 hly- That the physical signs of this morbid condition of the arch of the aorta, 
%lr 0 f^,°V a ^ vu *J r disease, and have probably often been mistaken for it. 

6thly. That the form of valvular disease with which it is most liable to be con- 
ounded, is a state of the semilunar valves of the aorta permitting regurgitation, 
which it resembles m a murmur accompanying the second sound of the heart, in 
the jarring pulse, and in the visible pulsation in the arteries: symptoms which 
heretofore were supposed to be pathognomonic of regurgitations through the aortic 

7thly. That the morbid deposits which occur in the arch of the aorta, are not 
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ca., iL'yiC™,^'t'oi'i^ *" l acu * e ) orchr0nic charil «er; nehher 
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Edinburgh, (Eeb. 3 ; ) the author confined tt ti *° !be **«>• Chirurz. hoc ‘ of 
ea f °f diagnosing cancerous from other i„m! ' 3l y ’ ' Vhat means do we pos- 

sts&sr ■»»■“ - r~.™ sacffasaK^" 

rantOTms/«m '[ i/l JP° hl< ™ mliedi, to dining,,!^ a 

following elementary structures w 1 m'L„ , cance J rous growth may contain the 

"i::;r s r 3 -A filamem^ 2- faeSricdS 

vessels, 6. Fatly matter: 7. P us and comnmn i ! ’ f' A VISC0US fluid; 5. Blood¬ 
ary matter; 9. Earthy matter nro 1 ' 1 ? ranula r cells - g. Black piemen, 
“J> J lh fi e , r3 essential or invariably present S °The e«p C 5 i< | en . ,al or on| y occasional’ 
in which ° r S,rama i 2dl J'> Nucleated cellsf 

or in'the^heahhyTis^ues 0 ^?the°eco^i'omj-' S It'may beT^I ' hat f ° nnd *> lymph, 
or by means of cell growth In th!> 1 - v °, e fo ™ed, either by deno-itinn 
and closely aggregated, may be seen cro^in^ p^^h"' 5 m0re or less delicate, 

In fi,e n LT an0US kinds of mesh-works' in wlfichX ce» •^f 1 ’ rUnning in bu,uiles 
In the latter case, we can observe fusiform cell sntm- f Ca - ncer are deposited, 
able to trace their formation from round oval P j u , p mto fibres, and are 
are formed. These cells, (called by I ebon V.i T Ca , ud , ale cells, until perfect fibres 
(orm, varying in sixe from thel/ith.o-Mhofrm' C ° ar0 of a ™nd or oval 
Umes they possess a distinct nucleus, abluUI^ • ,h 'ST* m diameler - Corne¬ 
al o hers, contain only several molecules and J J5 i f a millimetre in diameter- 
bodies to undergo very little change Th», K g ' 1U,es - Acelic acid causes these 
no marked difference^ulhfsmS pa,er ’ b““*«eis 

cells, m their different stages of dpvnlrmmi 1 * • nu J:J eus and cell wall. The«e 
mistaken for those of cancer:— Muller placed a?° fibres ’ bave been frequently 

racte^sfi^^f can r cer. e f’ibrous n tisrue^may k be C arran<reS r 

*r US flUid > Wilh or ~ celis^^^SS^ 

Zr n °' hin? b “'ovalT^MaSuMw^tg^^ or*? 10 ands!ze - Sometimes 
closelj resembling, except in colour the nvd V,i ? f a bnman blood globule, or 

“ TheJ ' meaSUr ° ab ° Ut the vVbofa millimetrebtagfSdJJS, 
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of a millimetre in breadth. These ova] bodies are the nuclei of cancer cells, 
sometimes they exist alone; at others, we may observe, by careful management 
of the light, a round or oval delicate cell wall, frequently resembling a mere sha¬ 
dowed halo, in the fluid in which it floats. On adding acetic acid to them, we 
find the cell wall disappear, whilst the nucleus becomes more distinct than for¬ 
merly. Such is the character of a cancer cell in its youn" state. At a more ad¬ 
vanced period of development, the cell wall is more distinct. The nucleated 
structure is now round or oval, its medium diameter being about the -Util of a 
milhmelre, with a round or oval nucleus about the T { 5 th of a millimetre in dia¬ 
meter. 1 he addition of acetic acid always produces a remarkable change in these 
bodies, causing the cell wall to become very transparent and faint, and the nucleus 
to assume an unusual degree of distinctness. Hence, the author considers that 
i)r. n alshe has committed a fundamental error in the histology of cnncer, when 
he says, p. 33 of his treatise, that “ihe ultimate microscopical cells of cancer are 
insoluble in cold and boiling water, and are not seriously affected by acetic acid. 1 ’ 

Hr. oennelt minutely described the further growth of these cells, which he il¬ 
lustrated by diagrams, showing how theymuliiplied from cell rising within cell. It 
is owing to this cellular structure, that cancer owes the reproductive power which 
constitutes its malignancy. The ceils occur isolated or in groups, surrounded bv 
the other elements of the growth, but more especially by the fibrous tissue. 

Ihe third essential element in cancer is a gelatinous fluid. On cnltiim through 
a scirrhous tumour, however hard it may be, we may generally succeed^in scrap¬ 
ing from its surface, a fluid more or less transparent. In soft cancer it is more 
abundant, and contains the granules and cells previously described. In some 
lorms of cancer, however, it constitutes a very large proportion of the mass, pre¬ 
senting a gelatiniform or mucilaginous appearance, varying in colour from a pearly 
white to a deep amber, and in consistence, from a slightly viscous fluid, to a firm 
. emi-solul mass.. Collections of this kind may occur in loculi formed by fibrous 
tissue, or in cystic tumours perfectly structureless, or containing only numerous 
molecules and granules, constituting the simple colloid tissue of Gluge and Lebert. 

ii i* a5s ? cla ' ed "' llh cancer, however, it contains a greater or less numberof the 
cells previously described, in various stages of their development. In the case 
ju^t narrated by Dr. Paterson, the gelatinous matter within the loculi or fibrous 
tissue, contained numerous cancer cells in an advanced stage of development 
enclosing secondary and tertiary corpuscles, all of which presented the character¬ 
istic reaction on the addition of acetic acid. 

It is the relative amount of the three essential elements of cancer, now described, 
winch constitutes its peculiar form. If the fibrous element be in excess, it con- 
stitutes scirrhus. If the corpuscles be numerous, encephaloma is produced—and 
it the fluid abound, and is collected into loculi, we call it colloid cancer. There 
is no other difference between these three forms than this, and Dr. Bennett ex¬ 
pressed his conviction that there was no essential distinction between them. He 
pointed out, that we frequently find all these forms of cancer in the same tumour, 
in one place, scirrhus or hard cancer, in another, encephaloma or soft cancer, and 
In a third, gelatiniform, alveolar, or colloid cancer. 

The non-essential elements of cancer, such as blood-vessels, pus. fatty, pigment, 
and earthy matters, &c., modify the external appearance of the growth in particu¬ 
lar cases, but are not constant. Want of time prevented the author from entering 
jnto a consideration of these anatomical complications. 

. t . an _ earl >’ P e J 10 ^ in the study of histology, it was natural to conceive that a 
certain/orm of the cell should be thought characteristic of cancerous growths. 
The observations of Muller led to the helief, that the caudate and spindle-sbape of 
this minute structure was peculiar to them. Hence, we find him confoundin'^ cer¬ 
tain tumours, long denominated sarcomatous, and which wholly consist of fusi¬ 
form cells, with cancerous or malignant growths. These, however, have no pow¬ 
er of reproduction, and although often associated with cancerous cells, should not 
be confounded with them. From the results of many examinations, Dr. Bennett 
was satisfied, that there is no one form of cell which can be considered as at all 
times characteristic of cancer. The caudate ap.d spindle-shape of these bodies 
are common to fibrous structures in general, frequently seen iti lymph, and espe- 
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lions on the endocardm %‘c ® Sranula ' 10ns on ulcers, recent wounds , vegeta- 

djstinctive'^'Tf Ihe'corpnsr'les are*in “a^ta-e 0?''° aC | d - Up ° n ' S much more 

distinct nucleus will, contained m.Xir ‘I s -? of " L routh which they present a 
external wall be rendered more transpa a rent lf whi! h , e ,t add | t10 ? ° f ‘1“''° acid > tlleir 
apparently thickened, they are highly characmrU,- r'® b ", r . <!er of ,he nucleus is 
even this is not an absolute and invanable mn I r ^ “• mal, =“ ant structure. But 
applicable when the cells have arrived . ^ oPcil = llnc!l on; besides, it is only 

Bennett had frequently seen young epithelial npii-" 1 5 '?= e ° f development. Dr. 
present all the characters just mentioned with ih unJe . r cerlam circumstances, 
and undergo the same reaction with acetic aill n^ 10 " ° f enclosed nucleoli, 
cases, where effusion has taken plaUlnm thet. appare ™ in some 

the epithelial cells of the choroidplevus hecnm» vc ntriclesof the brain, when 
mosis, assume a globular form at^lf V oun° P ^ a,et j s -' vc11 oul 0°m endo " 
in acetic acid, whilst the nucleus is unaffected Thi " “ parlia Uy dissolved 
thehum of the bladder. He has found i, ,h w, ame occurs with the epi- 
nal appearance of pus, and on examina o , h “ fl “ ld llavin ? a11 ,he exter- 

and caudate nucleated cells, exactly re^mldfn- ho^fn,,' 0 /- 0 " 5 ' 51 ° f roun<1 -- ovaI > 
wuh acetic acid in the same manner 1>. h» r found “* cancer, and acting 
the ureters and kidneys, were perfectly healthy "wj 5 me , mbrane ° p the bladder, 
epithelial cells have fiequentlv been mi4aken for the"e^r n °‘ wonder >* h «. 'hat 

a ceil structure, such as had been de-crihp t a " } tlssu ®> 111 which a fibrous and 
ote, inclined to think^ha. whenever wffi fti d,? T' h ? "ft ,here “ 
the meshes of a filamentous structure we may be °, h ? V,i. d depos " e d between 
II we trust to the form of the cell alone n mltl r that <; an , cer present, 
cancer if we trust to the fibrouselemenu^bme f d epi,! . iel, , al growths with 
growths for it. But i n n0 ease, so far as liis evoerienceT 5 m ‘ slake sarcomatous 
be associated without the existence nf m "n® Xpe " ente has yel gone.can the two 
he thinks one which will apply to all forms ofcancer ^"‘j' Thls cha racter, then, 
and appearance of the cells in • cancer. In many cases, the form 

especially, when they are fully developeTand tfi®’ n'' b ° su . fficient >'his, more 
them observed. In ditiicu c^e ,1 P ■ he influence ot acetic acid upon 

and their relative posifion with ™ °^° ® el,S a " d fib "4 

the point with more exactitude To V rr ive n, b i ’ ' ‘ f abl ? u? 10 determine 
ever, considerable skill in the maninuinin nnfil kn .°' vled ge of these facts, how- 
XI .a^tumance with th/ihealthy and'morbhl dT P f and a 



ble-bladed knife, is alio it, mo^a^seTsentiah ' ' 

cau.; e /of cancel m'why an'i.xmd^on ZumolS ° f the «!*»•'• 

undergo the peculiar transformations described w i [ rora ,he ' ® 5sels should ever 
anil experience, however coSe withTemn L‘°"' no ' hlnK - Observation 
tributing to it a reproducfi -e power on which k ma? ‘ he ° ry ° f , CeU S r0 "' ,h - j " at- 
mg from tissue £ 

pinion prevails, that cancer is necessarily fatal Dr Bennpit V i ei ^ genera! 
tilts opinion, because it was not easvto nndor-i™ 1 c “ennett did not coincide m 
•he degeneration and di^ppearm.U of th^t,e "T™ sho,, , ld 
every other tissue and form of eell-life was occasionally aterfive" 1 "' hilst 

yersion^^iuloSmmmmrt^ M ,he — 

carefid^nvesnisa^ion^f'the pai^T'that iBuie'S y ^affirmin^^that after 

some part of fheskelel, and lvh“ h fmme "1“*“** With 

cancers connected with osseous structure be ef ®"-V® ° f cerlain 

Phenomenon in question will be found .0 be much more wrhmn'oft^Svei 
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<Treatise, p. 81 .) Dr. Bennett stated that he had seen this transformation into 
calcareous matter in five cases, and presented four preparaiions to the Societv 
taken from three of these. The first preparation was a‘ portion of a la “e soft can’ 
cer, lobulated externally, taken from a case of Dr. Paterson’s preserved in spirit 
in ““"“nation showed it to contain numerous cancer cells, deposited 

pho^pharnofTme^Th 111611 W ‘‘i h a " lmi 7 lense number of crystalline masses of 
° f r ?.’• , T aec °ntl preparation was a dried section of this tumour 
formJnfr | f " hlch " as onl y Jshghtly diminished, and seemed to be wholly 
“°h f n T ™ aU ? r ' , The tbird P re paration was a dried portion of i,,l el 
• . mesentenc gland attached, the external portion of which was con¬ 
firm hVcenfiiVV^^ wbere f r“ b cancerous matter could still be squeezed 

of earthv n r^r " 3 u ‘ e characteristic cell structure, mixed with a quantity 
ovlr widi enlarge? 6 P r6 Pf ral , 1011 was a dried portion of mesentery, studded 

body o! a fema^V-hVtfTVV r ands ' c0 ™P lelel y calcareous, removed from the 
DO! j ot a female who had died from scirrhus and chronic stricture of the pylorus 
Ihn, senes of preparations, Dr. Bennett considered, offered conclusive evidence' 
tha cancer >s capable of undergoing the calcareous transformation. ’ 

fatty tSne ee am a hl that i CanCer . SOm - e,im . eS becomes 'mnsformed into fibrous or 
, ue ’ aild lbus produces cicatnces m organs. It is very difficult to prove 

contended thaffit’i r lllere b f cancerous cells in a fibrous tissue?it is 

ce cel s hi n '‘ , ma ' Sna L U and " ever has been - 'he other hand, if can¬ 
can be naZr, ’. 15 C ' ear that ' Te , have no evidence of degeneration. There 
arc" only fibrous’ D Bp"*' ^ COnsidered cancerous, which 

the nvlrnus which. U ?. haJ exanamed many so-called cases of scirrhus of 
the mm ‘l’l. h | h i , ° nly h . v Per!ropby of the muscular and fibrous tissues of 
coats of\ J 1 aud , od , 10 “case of Dr. Alison’s he had examined, in which the 
a lnlf f Th h lhrnu ? hout > varied in thickness from an inch to an inch and 

showed inSr V Wh ° Eaw U 10 be cancerous, and yet he 

orovVl mV , ° f noth,n 3 but hbrous 'issue and fusiform cells. He had also 
^Pr lSTm’ V P r ed 10 bc cancerous, to be only fibrous. 

' pVnV-„ r d f ek ° 1 ffpCe, formerly pathologist to the hospital there and 
the HealinVlW A s‘ I 'r°r ly m ‘- he . Un “' er? i'.v, published a memoir in 1845, ’“ On 
'■an V briiVrV lovv m lhe , bver '’ He bribes the cancer in this or- 

and'the „ 1 ‘! 0 V lnt0 a cream-hke matter, the fluid parts being absorbed 
sno 1 VV.n n kins t0 S elher > forming a puckering on the surface often carrel 

yet bedetected iTInVrTr iV ^ ateriaI ’ V whiril collapsed cancer cells may 

ation WV • 1 . hver3 > he has 5een ,hese cicatrices in all stages of form¬ 

as th’o ® i, 1 " S ° me p,aces ’ aI ? d perfect cicatrices in others. In Piague he tells 
cer of ffie a ffi-e et ' Veen 4 °k and 5 °° boilies “ amiaed Amo^these can- 

mai lV nh „ °,T rS ab0a J lfi , or 17 ,imes > and “mong these, proofs of healin". 

Dr b lf ( °nncth d ^T VCen 6a,,d7 - (Ocslencichische Wochcuhnfi, April 2fi, 1845.) 
novel hW ki h d fret l u c n!| y seen these appearances in the liver, but he had 
are strnn!" — y . hl ™ selr Ihat lbe >- "ere proofs of cured cancer. There 

livel y adnll? ab, t S i n ," S - faV ° Ur ’ htnTBVer - Tubercular masses are rare in the 
absces es' He exhibhed mffie W‘ f de t pen ' 1 eitheru P° n cancer or upon chronic 
erinVs on ,be- r b d '° <he Soc,el >' wet Preparations of livers with pnck- 
to reunded h velloxv m 6 -’ S ° me C ? r,es P° nd,n S 'o white fibrous cicatrices, and others 
r an r -' , n " masses, varying m size from a pea to that of a walnut When 
recent, these latter were thought to be cancerous by- all who saw them yet a mi 
nu e examination showed them to be formed principally or fibrous tissue mixed 

with ZfessnVW^T'i a . U , ,Umn - Dr ‘ Be,melt - hav fog been previously acquainted 
lesion^tcrired ffi h ffii e DathV en: ' 0 ‘| r! ca,erull >' ““mined the preparations of the 
to ° th P atholo S^’al museum of that city. He reco^ized them 

to be he same in appearance as those he now presented to the Socieu ProfeV 

thV^hV«ffis h VaV"hV rV h c 0l0:3 ' S '’-' TaS f P° lite as ,0,ake ,he Preparations out of 
them microscopically/ He found CtheTiemriee^Zugh ^VlfereS by‘sp^wLrf 
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be ascertamed^This waf noproofofcancer” 3 'He ° f "ih matlerS C0D,d not 

dual died. Whether this !r<>’ « 1 e . r a . ca ncerous ulcer of which the indivi- 

Sedillot has lately asserted that cancer'op I |t C1 ^ enCe * lTrou ^ be difficult to say. IVI 
mately to form fibres, but it \lZt censLTh^TT^ E ° 33 

the fibro-plastic element so often predent in ,. nn ' et r be 1,113 e,earl y distinguished 
cer. Dr. Bennett considered, thattakin» everv statemen.™ 0 .”' 5 ’ fr °T lhose ofpa °- 
b> no means improbable, that cancer m°4t ScSonallv \ cons ' deratio ih * was 
mass, although we still require positive proof of i a? de = enera,e mto a fibrous 
unced him ol the necessity of makin" funher rese-imt/ eve ' 1 ! s : lfle y have con- 
. T, ' e sa me difficulties exist with resDecl to h f *? n lh,s snb j ec t- 

into fat. Nothing is more common than m fin i supp0 . sed degeneration of cancer 
ish friable matter, more or less abundant re^emblX X W1 ' h Ca , ncer ’ 3 y 6 * 10 "’- 
ence, or presenting a bright gamboge yellow tint Th's^ 0111 ln c ? lour or consist- 
to consist of numerous granules which dU-,1 ’ TI “\ on examination, is found 
refract light, like globules of oil/ Wheffif XesXr 0 " addi, i° n ° f elher > and 

MtaSSr ^ «- 5 

fm> -rsarsr/r *v«f <■ «<«*, 

found to be insufficient for the nurnosesof.lui ■ have fre quent]y been 

unequal surface, hardness, elasfic feel s'oftenim" m' 3 ’ S1,ah as ' he lancinating pains, 
being affected, a general ahXiXff T’ t^ , sn "°™ d inl tissue 

and cellular element.*) arrang< j™ ent , of lhe fibrous 

under the action of acetic acid will e.nh!c ’,o ' '" S beir peouIiar change 

tvitli certainty. Over most of the surface lene X 3 maV }S™' » 

nosis most concerns the surgeon a m-ouo nfS [ instance, where the diag- 
because the epidermic scales in suchXesntv^ 8 C . a , nn °‘ ,eave us >■> doubt, 
internal organs, as the bladder, stomach or brlfn ' hem > 33 ,ha y do in 

and in all cases, we cannot depend unon the fe?™' Th “ S ’ a 110ugh anatomically, 
connected with the epidenSneCe hU?? T*™ ° f ,he cell > 33 

examinationisamoreprecious means of ffi'agnosH than mu' 3 S / rg . e ? n > a minute 

“■Siiyffiam now-‘on “ whe^nloubtful ^ ^ 

bX.lXiXf a m[0'he^°miy befouTd H? Shed 

Vogel. There can be no doubt that maXmmn,^ , I," ', he WOrks of LebM a "d 
to the naked eye, and according to nd ulcerall0n s exist, which, 

although they are perfectly* innocent To nil eu >h^ s y m P tot P s } resemble cancer, 
name of cancroid Amon- them mav hX. h , gr0 "'" 1S ’ Lebert has given the 
i'ft-hich, on examination? are often found mb*fibre* enide' Ca ' led Ca " CerS of ,he 
of the breast, which are either fibrous fibro pnidorrr,* P^ermic; many tumours 
Hold swellings of the dura mar iu t ^ T’ or cysto-sarcomatous; fun- 
Messrs. Goodsir and Syme have shoxvn ffi ' he ,e5licIe > 

probably, the so-called chimney-sweep’s cancer onhe rerotum granuIa,ion3 ; aad 
were referred to, published in the writings or TcW v , c' Several mslances 
There were some cases, no doubt where after J ° geI ’ S i' me t and ^ffiHot. 
been employed, doubt as to the nature of the mowth w°’m Ca -n S of . research had 
who contend for the exclusive advantage XnX™ StdI exlsL AI1 «*ose 

very limited notions of disease or diagnosis L I " m s T mpl . om - mu5t ^ve 
the microscope more than the author was"disno=ed m ? d repadlale ,he use of 
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is likely to be as useful in the hands of the surgeon, for the diagnosis of cancer- 
ous and cancroid growths, as the stethoscope is in the hands of the physician for 
the diagnosis of diseases of the chest. Neither instrument should be alone de¬ 
pended on, but conjoined with the history and other symptoms, will lead in manv 
cases to more correct conclusions than it is possible to arrive at by means of the 
unaided senses. Dr. Bennett ciied a few instances, which had come under his 
own observation, confirmatory of this statement, and alluded to others brou-ht 
fornard by the writers formerly mentioned. A few dozen cases, however, could 
not be considered a sufficient basis for this important inquiry. He believed that 
' VaS }et t0 be ' rorked out > alld considered it above all tliin-s 
reJt v’ h , t 0n ? e youns s “ r S eon would dedicate his time and energies to the 
“™ d P ubt i 11 " a f troublesome to be under the necessity of entering into 
ri T e ?J ct ! e3 on points which many consider already determined, and where 
S nh ti°'. ded ° pimon ? res P e . c ‘ ln ? them had been so long held by practitioners, 
buch, how ever, were the sacrifices which the progress of medical science reouired. 
In the meanwhile, Dr. Bennett invited surgeons to forward him specimens of mor¬ 
bid = ro«ths in a fresh state, or to enable him to examine the ulcers, or discharges 
Irom malignant and doubtful growths or ulcers. He would make notes of the re¬ 
sult, and these, with a short history of the case, might form the groundwork of 
a more extended senes of researches, which would no doubt, before long, lead to 
some positive result. ; 37 

in J lucn , C u S ^ 01 dd an improved knowledge of Ihc pathology and diagnosis of 

mindca t wT” ^ e ' rcatmcnt - pf the practical points connected with the 

si r ical treatment of cancer, were fully discussed in the French Academie de 

nem mTn’l 1 ' 1 - f 44 ’- 011 ! he , oc ? asion of a P a P er read by M. Cruveilhier. That erni- 
nei pathologist maintained, that surgeons are continually cutting out fibrous tu- 

which , '> e fera ? 1 e breast which never undergo cancerous transformation, and 

which, therefore, might be allowed to remain with perfect safety. So far from 

shieof 3 [°''c, hB .- eVer | deSe !! enl - l ' nS itl10 ca,lcer ' he considers that they indicate'a 
able 'I'm IOn all °t etl ; er incompatible with malignant action, so that in being 
I ip ™ em m ‘? e ‘ Gr he has confidently assured the patients 

IfroV m f W0U l i ne ' er be sub J ect to cancer. In support of these statements, lie 
^ e forward C f e - S °f lutnours in.these situations, which had existed from ten 
to ttnrtj j ears, and cited one exceptional instance, where cancer havin'- atiacked 

the ff rr dy,he Seat 0f ‘ ibr0ui Iamour5 ’ the5e remained unaffected” wl.de all 
™ ! h ,-,°[? an M SS cancerous. He pointed out, that cancer always depended 
upon a con.titutional disorder, that local disease was the effect and not the cause, 

practi 0 ce era0re ’ "' hdst “ le !al ' er Was ailowed ,0 remain, was an irrational 

In these opinions M. Cruveilhier was supported by MM. Velpeau and Jolly. 
ttimnnrs '? a ! n,amed > ,hat he could diagnose fibrous, or what he called fibrinous 
of the f 1 ™, which never degenerated into cancer, although he fre- 
quentlv removed them, to tranquillize the patient, or to get rid of a deformity. 

Un the other hand, it was contended by most of the practical surgeons of Paris 
ffwaf'imn^siwSTrfr Blandi "’ Gerd i% i; oux, Amussat, Berard, and Lisfranc. that 
rirli wTr u re d ‘ a S nose fibrous from cancerous tumours of the.breast at an 
miemlr , h ? f °rmer were only an incipient stage of the latter, and conse- 

was n1wnv q ? ydes f n ' !rated; ? nd lhat the be5t proofical rule to be followed 
e wire, reT ,b f™ “ early “ Possible. They maintained that the dis- 
® JL , as „ 'V : ai }d that the cachexy was induced by absorption from the 
morbid growth—was the cause and not the result. They denied the law of in- 

^ one likelv m hff I? he f! ab, jf hed b >'. RI - Cruveilhier, and denounced his paper 
In snnnort be follo 'Y e .d by the most injurious consequences in practice. 1 
toai opinions, numerous cases were cited, having all the symp- 

whlch afierevaffT hec be ° nsm? ‘° What Cruveilhier called fibrous tumours, 
which afterward* became cancerous, and destroyed the patient. Some speci- 

mens, also, were brought forward, where tumours, originally fibrous, had appa- 
renlly undergone the cancerous transformation, even in the uterus. ’ Many sur- 
widch f ? rw . ard lnstances of tumours, to all appearance truly cancerous, 

years h ISed) and where lhere h ad been no return for a long series of 
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namely, nmtier'of mudence"^' 0 . 31 qUe£,io ? in ,he Eanne s,a, e as before, 

female breast as Eh ° uld be rem0ve<1 from the 

"ho took a part in i,f app^ared to ,£f ,r n ?' Ure - No one P^wer 

rooms, or knew that a fibrous as well‘ f ' he reaI slructure of cancerous tu- 
in them. Indeed, many cited as tlie he-t ‘’ ei ='l "™' v| h was invariably present 
Jense fibrous strt.cmrc^ofte^^afiniunder.heknir ' he P rese "“ eof 'ho 

the tumour which is least mafignant d '* k f ’ wlllc h Js exactly that part of 

in suigical practice.* 3 ' Among “the" 6 '“Bennef?-In d {° f ome usefu ' modifications 
of fimgus o. the testicle, so s^cce^lly evecme l bvll" s° ' he al,ered °P era,ion 
‘“the Society. Another valuable modification Wt, - S} as communicated 
of Strasburgh. It is well known t)?at tn h been mtroduced by JI. Sedillot 
been advised to make the incision embraS^ C3S - e f of ,‘ ncl P ient cancer, it has 
textures, in order to insure eradication ofThe “,-" sldE , rable P“ rlion of the sound 
female breast has often been removed althmmb o Sn3n .‘ gro ';' b - Thas the "’hole 
inconsiderable. In cases howeTr“d, although the extent of the tumour has been 

in the lip, the ruleis M ? of P arts . - necessary, as 

having 1 satisfied him c plf in thn mo • * ^ therefore, in several cases 

cancerous, has barely removed the imlu^!pTsf° Ul J lliat lJie . u | cer or growth is not 
preserve a larger amount of soft parts than he oiV. C "- e ’ 3nd m 1? been ena h' ei ' to 
operations have been perfectly sSceessful ° lhennse have done. These 

preventeifan opemtio^whichwould ofhetxvbM 3 m 1 ’ cro ‘ ;c , 0 P ic examination, has 

gives a case of nicerated breast of ‘f l ‘ a ,? bee " 1d “termined on. Vogel 

the most important discoveries would vet IJ tl • .u f , he m< l ulr J'> and that 
of cancerous growths the MucncJ nf ?, t • \ made ln ,he P a 'hoIogy and diagnosis 
calculated o n r ’ lufiuonce “ f "htch upon surgical practice could not be 

had* 1 Sahf'nothmg^oif dmsupposed’‘mo’d^of^ a ™ d “ d *«»7- He 

disease be dependent on a peculiar conditioifof'the °bIo'| Ce!1 ,’ ? v h“ ther 'he 
cu ar regimen, climate, constitution, or other n ’ ha part ‘; 

entirely to facts, and endeavoured inA.nu-h,, He had confined himse f 

ture; that it may occasim^ dislinc 'He struc- 

formation; that a knowledge of its structure fa of dhonl?- r0ba ? y a fib ™ us ,rans - 
has already been serviceable to the ™ t n". ? • VD l ue; and lha ' 'his 

the treatment of this class of fatal diseases.^, % jlunrMdsZ JUb* 1847. 

the interior of the ajt ‘fra C0 ^ r V‘. nica,imn f r0 3 mtkmit, icith 

Gazette, Jan. 1847,)_The <ubiect of this 0 ^ Ll '? r P ooI > (London Medical 

had never had a child and who had fi «t a a 6 ™’ 6 V >' ears of a 3“- who 

side about Tnlv irjh tv. - i “ experienced an enlargement of her lpft 

patient was seen by Air. B^An Jan 3 uan n i8 n i toC 'thp , t' Ued ,0 increa f ^Tenlle 
in the ninth month or pregnancy. taminn^SV.^^ “W® 88 theuterus 

of sero-sanguineous fluid were drawn off Th/iLn * Brodie and 25 pints 
months after the first tappingshewasajf„ Md ,"? e 

abdomen again took place and the natient .J™?! e ? lar ? e ment of the 

expedient of compressiim and flattening the tomnnr ‘ dnollce > “‘'opted the singular 
of wood placed on the abdomen!and fi™iy ^SX^ Iy ^ ,DeS ¥S- 0f apieco 
ance, while it diminished the prominence offite tumour n , • • Th,S CDn,ri '" 

1 
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us of peritonitis, supervening on rupture, Mr. B. thinks, of the ovarian cyst of the 
left side She recovered from this, enjoyed afterwards good health until May 
1S44, when another tumour began to form in the right side. About the com¬ 
mencement of 1846 it had enlarged so considerably that she became anxious for 
-omethmg to be done for her relief. Mr. B., after careful consideration, determined 

to perform the following operation, which he accordingly did:_ 

- T he Pjrttent was placed in a semi-erect position on the edge of the bed. An 
ZZZ ab ° a l? ree mche ^. ln length was made in the median line, two inches 
below the umbilicus, extending through the parietes. and laying bare the external 
surface of the cyst. On endeavouring to draw out the cyst in order to remove a 

?e°nder : ih-s° ngl P a r y m,en . ded ! 1 found ,bal sueh extensive adhesions existed as to 
[f" der J bis P art of m 5' Plan impracticable, which was perhaps in one sense a 
fa ourable circumstance, inasmuch as it prevented any escape of fluid into the 

contms -,nd V;ty - , N0,h , inS remained ’ lherefore ’ bat ,0 °P en llle W evacuate its 
contents and insert a plug so as to prevent union of the edges of the wound and 

fn°fft Ure f 0f ’ he f pem,>s ‘ Abo H‘ 25 P‘ nts of a sero-sanguiueous fluid, similar to that 
m the former tumour, were drawn off. ’ 

, “ During the four following days there was constant discharge of a similar fluid 
from the interior of the cyst; on the fifth day it became purulent, thence "mdually 
assumed the character of pure pus, and so continued up to May, amounted on an 
avernge to about 8 ounces in the 24 hours. From this period i.l’egan to decrease 
meanwhile no bad symptoms appeared. The patient merely laboured under the 
ordinary eflecls of the genera] debility consequent on such a discharge. 
astrimr»n? U -kl here be stated that, for a month after the operation, stimulant and 
astnn 0 ent injections were occasionally used for the purpose of seitin" up new 
in 1 June "J 3 the dlscbar S e > bat "dlliont producinf any apparent goml effect.” 

A , lady .' ra f We . 11 an0 »gb to take a journey, and when she returned in 

August the tumour had entirely disappeared “ 111 

.„w; a t,! U i b ;T q r e n ‘ nUmb , er of‘ b .o same Journal (Med. Gaz., April 1847) Dr. B. has 
published the follow ing list of eighteen cases treated upon a similar principle anil 
nineteen cured by nature on the same principle. principle, and 

Eighteen cases of Ovarian Dropsy, treated on the principle of Mr. BaMri^c’s 

t l & ndon M i' c f G r'! e > y° l 18 -- P- 4B9 )-A ; n operation for rehlfof 
Sr» l d P lr recorded. An incision of about an inch and a half was made 
below the umbilicus; the sac was opened to about the extent of three inches 
and evacuated, and a ligature passed through it, and secured externally in order 
( fn ke t ep he sac !!! co , ntact . Wltb lhe abdominal parietes. There was n discharge 
manent cure™ 0 By’ Mr.'currie;^!!!" ^ The reSuU WM a &' 

Mcmoircs de Vjieademie Royale de Chintrg., tom. ii. p 431 to 444 An 1763 
A dettn ed report of two case^byLe Dranfi’n which an incision was rnadelnm 
evacua ™'> the "onnd kept open, arid the suppurative pro- 
remafne K 1Shed ” h ,t CySt - T r he refult was a Permanent cure, a fistulous openh^ 
th^fi^! d ° ne ,° f , tbe [ or ° years, and in the other for the remainder of 
the time up to which he had observed the case. 

6arS ^ at s V bse l S uentI y t0 tbese two successful cases Le Dran was in the 
habu of operating in this way. He says, he always found the fistula remained 
permanent, except rn the solitary case above given, which he closed in two years 
nl A ? P T" he C ? rnm V n ; cati °n ' vilh <he interior of the cyst, he some imel em- 

S cLional v u-el !eft Cam,la ’, ° r eVen Ieaden ^ - < ba and 

occasionallj used injections. He remarks on the inefficacy of tapping and then 

sajs, J at ose tenter une nouveile route, et le succes a repondu a rnon e=perance-” 
from which it is natural to infer that he was eminently successful P ’ 

hv- Pnonl u ™ 1 ;’- P ' 8 I 9 -'—^illusion is made to the above cases; and a similar one 
b} Portal is mentioned, m which a cure followed. 

P ‘ 6 r°l“ A case > h y M * Rigollot, of St. Etienne, is mven, in 

was completed* 3 in^a monl'™”’ injeCtionS Were era P ioyed ' The 

o, ^ n,I Tj IC , d ' Cal Ga - :c, !u’ V0, ‘ . xxvi > p 349 —A case of ovarian dropsy, treated by 
tappm = the tumour m the vagina. Although intended merely to liberate the fluid 



1847 .] 


Surgery. 


233 


*uu 

WCUDd ke P‘ °P« aad a continuous discharge took place. Ter- 

incision,-do^of ^hf opS^byThe =u^eon’ P ' 367 ‘~ A C “ e ° f ° peralion b y 
subsequently, of about the size of a smalf r ?‘‘ eous re -°Pcnmg of it 

lion, matter flowed freely, which the one! e ’^T lch ’ on lhe ^^test e.xer- 
for her relief- it was followed by pernfan^m suh";^ 6 "^ an “ nusual eflorl ofnature 

^-?C“rd^ d r harse 23 3,1 

Ollenroth, in which the wound was kept open TIiTth^T ’ 1118 b rT 8 ‘ ren b y Dr - 
to escape through it for a considerablepermd’ followed b" ° f ' he £a ° allo "'ed 
cal cure. penou, loitowed by a permanent and radi- 

London Medical and Surgical Journal vol iv n 4 or . r 

is recorded, by an incision into the sac - nartinl Tv.™ ,. A ca \. e . of permanent cure 
tent left in the wound. Through the op4nin" a fluid T 'T ° f - ” S C0n ! enl5 > aad a 
time to time were discharged! The oTenin" remVm/i r P 0 " 10115 oi * e cyst from 

London Medical aud Surgical Jourval vo"v! o ,, T 

o\ anan dropsy complicated with pregnancy He punctufe I rtf’ bj ^ sle - v > of 
the contents came awav, and the woman i ? C - Vst m ,he ' a mna, 
remarks upon it: “The‘result of the case warmrn-n af ' er del . ,vered - T he editor 
advantage would be the gradual and constantfT 5 n per va S in am; the 
so dependent.” Of course he must alTudf to toe fhrtf ‘t* ^ b £ an °P enin S 

SS SS£ *• - *- ^~Vi£S2££. ¥ S'£ 

were“partly gdatinous^pmdy pultlceou^ and S vef ’ he which 

then brought the sides of the wound to-reYhwIind seemn?^ V" quan,it y- He 

srsi”^ 

matter continued to drain away, gradually decreasin'" i!!™!? tw ? mom hs the 

this time the tumour had quite disanneared the diet . 0 10 *l ua,ltl ty. At the end of 
closed. He says, 

sap. 3,0 a m „„. 

tumour was prevented doing 3 so by numerous and Tv f a . ' er }' >arge oyarian 
rvas obliged to have recourse merely to mSfinf o ffnnll ' ” • adbeiIC *s. He 
through which its contents were drawn off ft. kern mT 0 " ln '-° th v lumour > 
of a tent. A clear liquid came away for several days he T™ 5 *'™ 3 ™ 
gradually diminishing in quantity for three weeks- when f t becam cpurulent, 
had disappeared. A year after, the woman ou’ite free frn™' ed ’ ** tumo,,r 

" as delivered of her fourteenth child. ^ free from any return, and 

Archives Generalcs dc Aledcciiic vol I n dR 7 a 
by Sir Arnott, of llte Middlesex Ho.spitaL fif which'hTunTet" 016 ?.^ 3n °P era,ion 
a discharge from the cyst continued for sixty four Z S * he Ta ? ina > aad 

Thfllf’ aD, V he 0penin S in the vagina perfectly ctee^ “ COm P lete cure 
The editor, in his remarks, alludes tS another i»L Tiffi - - 
results to the one above mentioned as havin° ho 0 , m 1(3 nalure and 

calc by M. Recamier. ’ 35 h 3711 ^ bea n published in the Revue Midi . 

. -dre/utics Generalcs de Medccine. vol. xx\i n 407 -re-- ■ 
bon for extirpation of ovarian tumour.'attempted b^Efr 5 eT h^lT - 1 ° f - an ° pera ' 
from an aperture in the external wound, serum contimTd ^ hl . ha . rls ’ ein > ln which, 
which afterwards changed into a milky fluidTnd T dram for .f, ome time, 

week after die opera,ion, when the 
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n A, \ G " era, f* Medicine, vol. xx., p. 92.-A case is given bv Dr. DiefTenbach, 
°f Berlin, where the adhesions were such that he merelv punctured the tumou? 
after incision; a sanious matter continue,1 to discharge itself through the wound for 
some time after, and the patient ultimately recovered. = 

Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. iii.. p. 593.—Mr. Bainbri""e’s onen- 
tion for ovarian dropsy In this case an incision was made through the abdominal 
panetes into the sac; the contents (twenty-five pints of sero-sanguineous fluid! 
e'neuated; a plug of lint was inserted to prevent union of the edges of the 
ound, by means of which a suppurative discharge was set up from the interior 
of the cyst, which .was followed by its obliteration without a single bad ymmom 
and by- a permanent cure. } 1 "b 

Nineteen cases of Ovarian Disease, treated by nature, on the principle icliich Mr. 
B wibnggc has adopted .— ( London Medical Gazette, vol. xvi.. p. 643.!—Dr Rams 

on !r„ m ,r U , ateS “rf 0f ?' arian dr °P?>'’ discharged through an opening made by 
nature at the umbilicus; the tumour disappeared. The patient lived ei-flil years 
after, and had no return of it. He also mentions a similar case of Dr Mead's 
London Medical Gazette, vol. xxiv, p. 9tiG.-Dr. Henry Davies gives a case of 
ovarian uniour in which the integuments burst at the umbilicus, and discharged a 
thick red fluid winch gave great relief. The discharge continued for seven y'ears 

dhtd n of'apopiexy. Sener ‘ "' aS S °° di * lhen cloied - Tw ° )■«» shei 

,v^'t?-v IC ‘ KcaI G , 3 - c " 1 \ vp1 - xxv -P- 396.—A case of ovarian dropsy burst!,w at 
the umbilicus is related by Mr. Douglass, of Glasgow. The woman died Two 

m, v n ren s a n fter f° f penlom1 . 13 - { rom ,he particulars of this case there does not appear 
peritonitis? COnneC,ing the °P erati ° a and the subsequent discharge with the 

tt,?!yl™ 1 'i"'’ '839—10, p. 12.—Dr Ingleby relates a case of ulceration through 
the abdominal panetes, through which an ovarian cyst emptied itself There was 

a KSZ/wT 6 T® th | r ° USh the ° pening ’ followed by a permanent cure. ' 
ev-t hv ^ f G ' l ~ c,te ’ vo !' xxxv -i P- 303.—A case is given of diminution of the 
cy .t by a spontaneous opening into the abdomen at the navel, which discharged 
lirech? , ' t ym P h > and rel ‘eved the patient in a permanent manner. By Dr. Lam- 

w' 9 ’ v ,°\ sUi ’,P- 2G 7 — A casB of permanent cure of ovarian dropsy is 
W? h ^ ,ng ,aken place after a spontaneous opening at the umbilicus, fol¬ 
iage, 1 ^tv^irrhtbseTemly cS! emS ° f ^ SaC ’ and f ° rmalion ° f a fistulous P a3 ’ 
DrrWu, Quarterly Journal vol. i., p. 519. — It is stated, that Dr. Montgomery has 
seen three cases in which ovarian cysts discharged iheir contents ThroiHi the 
panetes of the abdomen. He does not state what the final results were; but had 
they been unfavourable or fatal, they would no doubt have been mentioned A 

Stephens^H o'spltah *° “ bei " 3 at ,he Ume ( Janaary C "’> 

Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. ii., p. ISO.—A ease by Mr Ander- 
:°"l ’ S f.‘ ve . n > m 'r h,ch a spontaneous opening took place at the umbilicus. There 

had ?m h^n? S r! r ° m the< i yst :' vh ! chla j! ea nine monlhs : during which the tumour 
had gradually disappeared; she then died, as it would appear, from mineral ca¬ 
chexy under which she had laboured long previous to the opening beum formed 
nnvcirl? ° f / h!3 P a " a "‘^ health a year before the operation was = such as umlm 
month™ 10 cendec “ lm P robable ,hal she would live more than a few 

Gazcilc > v ?h Viii -1 P- 291—a case is given of discharge of (he 
contents of an cnarian sac through a spontaneous opening in the va-fina which 
ulceraleil, and no doubt allowed any new formed secretion gradually to escape 
El h fiot??m eqUenCe ' VaS “ m ° St cora P Iete disappearance of the tumour. By Dr. 

Xont/on Medical Gazelle, vol. xxxi., p. 5T2._Dr. Waters gives a ca=e of periodical 
return of an o\anan tumour, and its entire disappearance two or three times after 
a copious discharge of a thick, yellowish, ropy fluid, via recti cl vaUna Afl« 

xvLIn a’S^sTar 1Um0Ur had ,aken P lace > aad the P a?ienl '’ 3 bea " b 
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drops,fco^e,,'^ imo'^bh''] ? ° a?e of cure of °™rian 

andfei^ UP ' VardS ° f ^ >' ear ’ of Ominous 

Lancet. vol. ij., ir^O-jh til 

Ihe intestinal canal, as evinced by The vomiT* ? f ru P ,ure ofovarian cyst into 
matter which he describes as lasting for some'da"/.^ 6 VTn'"* ' ri ' b ieeal 
Lancet, vol. n 1812-13, p goo T ~ ] \ s - am ' followed bv a cuie. 
nan dropsy, by a discharge from' the evst ner s *’°1 ,an,:ou » r permanent cure of ova- 
Mahco-ChrurgicalReview, vol vviv 3 p o P 0G se veral days’ duration, 

dental rupture of a cyst into the va-dna and di^w , hree cases ol cure by acci- 
can be no doubt that the discharee'vascontinu^us W aT" 1 “ at 0 f enin S: there 
“Many more cases of the above descrint on m^l> 'o/’Ser or shorter period, 
the further elucidation of this very interesdno „„? ■ be ?‘. d , uct 'd, if necessary, for 
Ce ffu'- ) i, for ." ,e cure of tilis formidable disease. C 6 *" Whlcl ‘ nature °P era!e s suc- 

that many cures have resuhlTfrom^L^ursthm of tl'e allu,1 . ei1 ’ il a PP e ars to me 
the intestines, or the bladder, as well a« into the Win' 3 t ln,0 . fome P°«ion of 
circumstances a discharge of the fluid tabe°nt P - eaI - C:lv ">'’ un ‘>« which 
shorter period, and thus r e rmina,in" as n ite “ '™= er «* a 

]es 3 permanent cure. Instance* of thi- bl, ? , bo ' e deia,,ed ; in a more or 

cases where an accidental rare - «o -hose 

dte panetes of the abdomen, as in the well-known cnTof the"’ ? Cy l‘ ' hr ? U - h 
^ c<: The by a buii > 

a sufficient numb’er of cases toexemnlifvthe min^ni^r 'n d ° ”° more lhan give 
and justify the conclusion I have arrived at. P It 'he operation in question, 

ther I extended my search the more I h'nnmo r h mentioning, that the far- 

been regarded either with needless alann or ^dnable’i'nrrff ’ hiS ? pera,ion has 
these as cases in point it is tn h n culpable indifference. Jn presenting 

three on the list, it does not appear thauhe e sur.Teons T c h t"' 6 e , xcej ? lion of lhe first 
the rationale of the operation In heir de - -rindf C0 " ,em P Ia '«i °r understood 
mam fact or mention it in away o ^owtey Xhli, ^ * eem OVeriook the 
some of the cases must have Khonrod ti 3 - 1 ! Ie or n0 vaIue <° it; hence 

careless or injudicious after-treatment, or fror/the mm'vantages, arising from 
means calculated to promote a successful i« U e or the n ‘ ern P , .° 3 mea * of subsidiary 
however, not the less on that account i»'J! ° r me operation, rhe cases are, 
more; and I have no dm.b that many of the cases n er,( e . ncc > but rather the 

”5 

mr i "' <] eren 

has occurred either during a discharge c,,i •? many cases m which death 
its cessation. I much doubt whether many X cnnM ™ am,ained > ™ after 
been able to find them. Still. I admit a few miaht S? be , adduc |; d: I have not 
be considered as applicable urde«s if v, » ^ 11 he met with, but they cannot 
fairly attributed lhe fatal ^ue migh" be 

could this be demonstrated, 1 1 Teel confi(lent Tt^wouhl < nnt U r M<l ^ rea 

counterbalancing proportion of successful c^cs woul ai n t v my as a 
. “Among the numerous writers on ovarian dU^e ; .K ^%‘ "^ 0Verab ' e - 
liter, Delpech, Lizars, &c. &c., few <em to have re™'? Mc "= a g n 'i Cruveil- 
hly: they either magnify its dangers or underrate its ?alup d ‘nf ° pera "°" favoura- 
m evidence against it do not annlv ... t * r ■ .•* ■ fhe cases they' adduce 

friendly efforts, they interfere whh and obstmef het bv me “'^r ."“'T - in her 
jections or irritatin" substances snet. c. ^ “ci ner by means ol stimulating in- 
the.wound,-a woSnd which/of'all^er. I ^^ e hp‘ nbe * > boa ? ie . s ’ & , c -> Iefl m 

delicacy and caution. What can be more contrary to’tbe I mana = e( ! "' ,lh ,be “'most 
and what other than disastrous or negative results' couWb^S 
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practice? Cases treated in this way I exclude from the eaiecmnr -n.„ 
art must not be placed to the account of the oneratinns nf n^°[ s 

one of those few authors who seem to have formed correct views'n mh Bn ? bt ,s 
though not perhaps to have thoroughly appreciated its imnortance u h<5 subject > 

expmience. , ’ )r0l0n ° 3 $Z 

shouldTmf in anyrure^se 1 in B matfn^L° n re - c ? nsi d f -tion of its details he 

UliHiMi§s%s§g 

saved"' HereVh' hi3 ,ab ° Ur and ‘“^Ity are 
complicates the major aSd Th^e T Seri ° f US ', y 

hestons which must be torn or cut thrcra-h -[is not a m J„ „n lfte ? ce of ai '- 

woundYo'prevmm^cteure'I'fomenUhetvhole'of the°abd Ce " ^ ^ in, ° ,he 

SSSiHrS-SSSSil 

iSiSSii 

KiiS" *w-i■- r- 

Med. and Chirurg. Soofr.Maroh 151 an P n^[ fv’ commun i ca,e<1 . lo 'he Royal 
which he had removed the tumour by the lame Lcbdo ^ 6 disease > in 

the uterus was discovered to be in a mu-id 3 ° n ‘ Du , ni ?? llie operation 

vanced to the third or fourth month The nation! ’ P re pl anc y being probably ad- 

opportunities of witnessing its performance ° He’ wouh^mit, 6 h3<1 cerla,nl >" ^ ad 
on what he thought might be considered the drawback refmaUe m^s "op” 
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to inflnS w “ from 801118 “use SO much chTn^'i L^™" 6 ’ ln cases Of ovarian 
arrivfn “p? 2 ‘° n ’ - lban "' hen these tumours d il nn!" CharaC,er 88 10 b8 less liable 

mmmm 

mmmm 

smmmmm 

gerous as he believed it we must ; •' ’ a ! H , ,y or <Iinary tapping were as dan 

"?“ a ‘", and ° fien fa:al - lf «-e knew dieTn 0 Imm,ne , n, i bl " still tapping 
ration of ovariotomy_if ; n iw Knew l,le nonest results reallv nf « 5 

,ssir J -««. - 

E ss:.tesfHHr = " ™ 

»: 3 £^w~#£££S= 

!!IZ\T “ *** heallh - « a PPing would prolot^T'" CyEt ’ in whicb the 
an unhpai!h° Wn ea ? es of Ure '"y years’ dum.ion Sf L^ many years i he Mm- 

K—aKssi: ~se 

Gooch had told him that he never losfbut one lndeed - The late Dr 

second instance severe peritonilis came on • hnpfh' enf afler ,a I’P ,n ?: although in a 
permanently cured. We could only, then compare S ‘ ub<,oed > 311(1 the dropsy 
No. XXIII.— July, 1847. jg P fe 10 °P eral t°n3 of tapping and 
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ovariotomy, properly, by taking into consideration the nature of the cvst, its cha¬ 
racter, complications, &c. Which were the cases, then, in which we could sub¬ 
stitute a belter mode of treatment than by tapping? In solid tumours, without 
fluid, we had no good grounds for endangering the lives of our patients by an 
operation for their removal, because we knew that in the majority of these in- 
stances, though often painful and inconvenient, life might go on for manv years 
and the patient attain a good old age. In cases where^cysf wJs“mple. and 
the health unbroken, and where the fluid was of a serous character, the experience 

°. f ilf ■ ? e n K ha , t, 1 cor ! vinced him lhat 'he most successful treatment was a 
sin le tapping, followed by due and well-regulated pressure; the pressure to be 
contmued for mouths, at the expiration of which the patient would be well; or 
tL " ' , ,, a S»in formed, an operation of a more formidable character could 
nt i t? d °' f “[“ e , lmle "dliesion which might have resulted from the pressure 
obslacle <o such a proceeding. He had seen several cases in which 
pressure had been employed with the most favorable result. In one case ofcom- 
D CJSl ’ ,U c 10U . r h f d b ^ Cn com P lele 'y and permanently dispersed. 

“ f 11 known that Sir Astley Cooper retarded the growth of solid ovarian 

Sn b f 10 ?PP l ' ca,,on ° f I 0 '' 1 ? continued pressure. A case had occurred to 
him (Dr. Locock) of a perplexing character, m which an ovarian cyst kept fillin°- 
Z e rT y V* " ee H inl °‘ he cavi 'y of 'he peritoneum. This continued 

- P J f l 7 e ‘1 mon ‘ hs - There could be no doubt that a tumour formed in 
the period named, and as regularly burst into the peritoneal cavity. After this 

fv nf ?r, r . r fl e n h ‘ ° r !" ne Sl . r Benjamin Brodie let out a very small quan- 
tity of he fluid Irom the ovarium ; it was of a dark pea-soup colour. No further 

St tft t0 re ‘ “ft s ,‘ ze of lhe c > sl hy evacuating it, and, of course, 
a quantity of fluid was left behind. To this collection pressure was made, the 
cyst never filed again and it did not burst. The patient died subsequently from 
d ‘1f aSe °. f . ,he > ,ver > and on examination afier death the ovarian cyst 
was found collapsed in the pelvis, containing a few shreds of coagulable lymph, 
similar to that found in the peritoneum. Four months since, another cafe had 
dr^nf .'I'" 1 * e <yst "'“simple, ,he health good. Eleven pints of fluid were 
drawn from the tumour, and firm pressure was applied, and had been kept up to 
the present time. There had been no return of the collection, and no sign of it. 
It might, perhaps, be said, that in this case sufficient time had not elapsed to de- 

reTTh 'xr’n eSS ° f16 P ro f <r din S- (Dr. Locock) thought that the cases 

treated by Mr. Btown deserved the attention of the profession, though he thought 
that Mr. Brown was wrong in giving mercury and diuretics, for they were not 
but d ' d positive harm. In his (Dr. Locock’s) ’cases, Mr. Brown's 
plan was followed, but no mercury was given, and they went on well. He had 
satd enough of this class of cases to show that in simple ovarian cysts, we had a 
Simple remedy, which offered a fair chance of recovery to the patient. Now one 
kind of case was left, and that was where the growth was of a malignant cha¬ 
racter or the tumour many-cysted. In such cases, little benefit could result from 
tapping or pressure, and in these alone was an operation for removal to be per- 

likoW m ^ “in' 13 m ‘ h f e ’ il m,,sl be recollec, ed, 'hat such operation was less 
UKeiy loan in others to relieve or cure. 

Dr. Ciiow.se considered that it had become the practice to defer tapping ovarian 
cy sts, in consequence of their great proneness to refill, but that delay bad the dis¬ 
advantage of rendering the operation less successful, owing to the greater ma"- 
nancv ttTrm b h re S ard '° existence or non-existence ofpreg- 

o“"{ y ° f dla ?" os,s dee Ply to be regretted, where immediate 
fieri h» . necessary; the usual symptoms were so interfered with and modi¬ 
fied by ovarian disease as lo render them liable to great uncertainty. He had. 

'] me lime since, a patient who became pregnant, who had a large ovarian 
cyst, of more than three years standing. The usual symptoms of pregnancy 

' e „l; -r r T d “ t0 P[ event absolute reliance upon them. After careful 
application of the stethoscope, however, he heard the fmial heart. The child was 
born soon after the termination of the sixth month, and lived a few days. He 
considered lhe utility of the stethoscope, in such cases, to be very ereat. The 
patient is at this time nearly as well as she was prior to the event. She wears a 
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exisled nearl/sfx years. be USeful “ res!rainin g the disease. The disease lias 

during the'iasUwo j earsf and'in^one hatfuiere*?”^ PreSS " r0 had been a PP ,ied 
but one, tappmg had preceded the pressure been any re,urn ' In a11 the cases 
1;“'“ dra "' n off. Pressure alone ‘in cies sol'T, ° n ' y UT0 ,eas P°°nfuls of 
Size of the growths.— Land. Med. Gal, April* 1847 ld lumour > had decreased the 

The e subjfa a 'f S?Cie,y ° fIre,and > Dec. 

ungswereafrected, causer! an unwilh"„ e sMo A 'hat the 

but he evidence of disease in those organsb e in “nhJ *1,'° an operation, 
the laryngeal symptoms increased ulceraiinn inn i 3 °^^ CUre? u ’^ 1,e *l ie severity of 
mined by the touch, evidently encroach!!i— i‘ aV1 , n 1 g > 38 wel > as could be deter! 
otomy was performed November I, ?844 COnSlderabl >' 03 'he epiglottis, trache- 

curred/o 0 interrupt he™ ecove“y d sh^idne^ fie h° f Sh,est bad symptom oc- 
or closing of the tube brought™ feeling of Elran = T ' h , but the removal 

stay in the hospital after the onerat in wK- .? P dlng sufr °cation. During her 
expectoraied two whitish hard bodies the size for some months” she 

them away without showing ihem, nothin" but as the 'brew 

The opening in the trachea showed a K J , date rmmed as to their nature, 
easterns slightly to divide the margin m a low o?di° C '° Se ’ and , 1 had l '™ oc- 
The wearing of this, too, after some lime 11 easy 'otroduclion of the lube, 
which was relieved by louchin- them with"a sij'! ca P se . lrr "ation in the parts, 
leaving hospital she had occasional munsofdc.' 1 ° f m,rate of sd ^r. W 
arise from getting cold, to which she was verc I Ihl dy5 P n0!a > w bich appeared to 
violent. In April last my friend Dr Carte who foil’ h ? y " ere nei,h er long nor 
cured for her a tube, the edges of who^ i n m ? k an interest in the case”p r o- 
lurned slightly in. This caused an lm™f , f l0r .opening were rounded and 
tation about the trachea; she m't a cZltTl^T'' 0 " ° f ,he F > mptoms of irri- 
e-vpressed herself, was never'belter in her life S ‘sUe °cn “ Tn®’ and 33 she 

;■© pre “ J • sz?i 

Professors Benin and Hamrave “ “ S, J 0, J ly a berwards by my colleagues 
any attempt to remove Knula wl 2llo “tV^ Tufne11 and Dr - Carte." 2 

Plugpd, compresses of lint applied over it and b Dres^ aSe<1 i ? ei ? orrh age, it was 
bandage, crossing under iho -A* , ■ P ml P re ssure made by a figure n r o 

-he vaJcilar e.vcilem^ Moulders' Atlhis time 

and bounding, and there was strain' nuUation com PP 35 Hushed, the pulse 120, 
stethoscope gave no evidence as to^he" source TtheT to ,! he tube - bllt ‘he 

negative one, that there was no aneurismalTumour he ”°"bage, except the 
October ^f'Thi'^mornhig'diere^vS'sonm'slieht^ a , Ce,a,e f ° y l* ad was ordered. 

was easily checked by slight pressure without rC Ur P of lbe bleeding, which 
pectorated with slight coughing four or fite ounces nf"? h P, C ° m ,P rcsses - She ex- 
the first occasion no blood'appeared to have entered theV^l red T a S uIura - °n 
the hemorrhage returned with great violence It J,! be | *f acbea -. r In 'be evening 
opened any vessel by ulceration that its mP =» «as plain that if the canula had 
hope of a successful termination to tie must P«-e„t any 

the advice and assistance of Dr. Benson mv nth lhese circumstances, with 
unavoidably absent, I determined to remo?e toe In'S ea 1 UeS b ? ,ng unfor ' ,J 'mtely 
piece of fine linen introduced like a cone and fillet a r ? d sup ? ly lls P lace with a 

cone, and filled afterwards with lint, which 



240 


Progress of the Medical Sciences. [July 

would form both an efficient plug less irritating than the silver canula, and be 
capable of easy removal whenever desired. With the view of controlling he¬ 
morrhage during the removal of the tube, Dr. Benson made pressure with his fin¬ 
ger above the sternum and below the opening in the throat; as this had the effect 
of stopping the pulsation which was communicated to the tube, it was hoped that 
it might be removed with safety ; but on withdrawing it about a quarter of an 
inch, such a gush of blood came by its side as obliged me instantly to push it 
back under pain of seeing the patient perish on the instant The compresses 
and baudages were reapplied, and no more hemorihage followed. 

As the stomach had become irritable, the use of the astringent mixture was 
discontinued, and she was directed to take ice and cold chicken broth. 

October oth. Twenty-four hours elapsed without any hemorrhage, but in the 
night between the 4th and 5th it returned. A consultation was held - this day, but 
in the absence of any proof from what vessel the hemorrhage proceeded, It was 
not deemed advisable to undertake any operation in search of it. It was agreed 
to attempt the removal of the canula, which was now effected, without hemor¬ 
rhage, and the apeiture filled with dried sponge. Pressure was then applied as 
before. 

It is needless to continue the particulars of the case; the bleeding relumed at 
shorter intervals, and she expired early on the morning of the 6th, having survived 
the first hemorrhage eighlv-six hours. 

Post-mortem eight hours' after ilcath —General appearance of the body well 
nourished; surface very exsanguineous. 

Muscular system well developed, unusually red, especially when the cause of 
death is considered. 

The larynx and trachea were removed with the integuments about the artificial 
opening, the upper portion of the sternum and the arch of the aorta and great 
vessels arising from it. 

Oil proceeding to make a careful dissection of the removed parts, it was found 
that the loo«: cellular tissue which usually exists in considerable quantity about 
the bifurcation of the trachea and the great arteries and veins at the root’ of the 
neck, was converted into a semi-cartilaginous structure matting all the parts to¬ 
gether so as to form one apparently homogeneous mass. Thisbeingcleaied awav 
with great care, it was found that the canula had gradually worked its wav behind 
the sternum and in front of the trachea, the rings of which were in some places 
slightly torn, till it reached the arteria innominata, which it had opened by ulcera¬ 
tion, almost close to its origin from the arch of the aorta. The sides of ibis false 
passage were formed by the altered semi-cartilaginous structure before alluded to. 
On slitting up the aorta and innominata, the opening into the latter was found to 
be of sufficient size to admit a goose quill, and together with a considerable por¬ 
tion of the passage made by the canula, was occupied by a firm plug of coagulum 
which commenced in the aorta about an inch before the origin of the innominata, 
and appeared to extend along the arch beyond that vessel. 

Very little marks of disease were found about the larynx and epiglottis. The 
edge of the latter was thinned and in parts irregular, and presented depressions 
on its laryngeal surface, as if from the effects of'ulcerntion. The upper part was 
of a yellower colour and seemingly more transparent than the lower. 

There was some congestion of the lungs, chiefly the right, with old adhesions 
about their apices. On handling them, several firm masses of different sizes were 
felt, which, on being cut into, were found to consist of crude tuberculous matter. 

Such is a succinct account of this interesting case—interesting not only from its 
novel I believe I may say unique—termination, but also from the important 
practical deductions which may be drawn from it. as well as the physiological 
speculations to which it may give rise. ' ° 

And first as to the actual condition of the larynx at the time of the operation. 
There are many other affections which simulate chronic laryngitis! of these per¬ 
haps the principal arc tumours pressing on the tube and hysteria. The post-mor¬ 
tem examination showed that the first of these affections did not exist. The second 
might produce many of the symptoms under which the patient laboured, and the 
comparatively normal state of the larynx may be pointed to as confirmatory of 
this opinion. That it may have assisted in aggravating the symptoms is possible, 
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but I cannot allow that it „ , 

the disease commenced after repeatedlSi ' ;, prodl ' c!n ? ,hem - In the first place, 
of the uterine secretion, whieffwSfiri 5 ° fb . ronch, " s ; f ouondly, the restoration 
eft amendment; thirdly there\v-sm ! scan J > wa s not followed by the sli-ht- 
II n Hyland in ids w<£ onLfaX a" d T T * e ,a O™> -hick 
difference between hysteria and chronic lm-n v' ? S , doWn 33 a diagnostic 
examined carefully at different periodT by m-^"= mS; la5,1 >\ lhe epiglottfs was 
one for a moment expressed a doubt as to'the ^ e - v P er ‘enced surgeons, and not 
anon. A small ponion was removed for ib»°™ d “ a en oroachment of the ulcer- 
tion but though differing considerably from MiilleK' 6 ° f n ! lcrosco P>o examina- 
of that organ, it must be attributed to L havinghe" V En = rav,n S? of the structure 
portion of a healthy epiglottis, which had also hcen i ^ EOrpe llme ,n spirits, as a 
an identical appearance. The possibility" of the k P ‘ ln Epmls - presented almost 
being partly destroyed, will I know hi L- , h t res,0ra ' 10n of this organ after 
epiglottis is capable of increased growth as'mav b'eTe"^' We know lhat 'he 
Park street museum, where that organ measmes two" inch'" " e f petlmen in the 
Dr. Stokes has applied the terra “leaf like e, ■ inches in length, to which 
capable of this increase of growth wh^mav'Hn.""! ° f u the epi 2 ,0His i” and if 
ion ? A or do I think that the ipse dal of ant » f ® 0 b u capable of reproduc- 
learned. should outweigh actual observation J auth or, however accurate and 

*• Om .»» previous lo 

was strougiy suspected before it was performed 'in? t dld ’- as ,heir Presence 
mi the last from the fear of hasteningthm'r n d h . e n P, eral,on in fact deferred 
ance, the patient never presemed afv'ttt pro f ess: besi ^-S since its perform- 
done. If this be the case, it is a fact of oriel? l J ! P ,oms 'bun -he had previously 
■ti weighing the propriety of an operation ‘ If : . a h l ' mp . 0rlanc ® ,0 ha home in mind 
an earl) stage not being hastened^ suppuration hPi' S h c lance of tubercles in 

c thhd'iy, wti:^ ssk 1 ,he care 

houU bethe mtiff It u h ™t m‘-^io^^lhe 
begins lo be formed, the use of the cam,it K f h moraent 'he false passage 
pass through it. Ho’w longln ihe pmsZ c^e ih^f, as no air «n 

to say, but it has evidently been the work r f b , formln Sr « is impossible 
rings of the trachea is peffemly fiee and e!a nlvo TS* u The openin ? i« U>“ 
teguments. A straight tube would probably hav oppt>: ’ 1 e 'he wound in the in¬ 
i' may be well to remember hat in ?kses «Lre "l? fa,al resul1 ’ a "‘l 

paneid is not likely to come under theTurnoffs t ^ “ ’° be *“"> and ^ 

The bi««. U* 
enlarged on, that 1 shall content mv'tlf hv m e '.' 50 of,en and - c ° ably 

size ol the coagulum which could re-ist for an? i-"" a l' en ''. on t0 'he firmness and 
the heart —Dublin Med. Press, Dec. 23 , 18-16. * ' me ' ^ a!raost d *rect action of 

hasnow bew empfoStfasu^Tentf/nSh ouZTluhe^ appara,us 

the treatment of fractures to pmhlo „= , ‘r 01 "me, at the clinic of La Charite in 
value. We are the more’ wihing to weH^lt^''! ^ “ °P'™™VZ 
much diversity of opinion among the Simeons ?f Paris’ ?V hls point there is 

nfT U3 u a,iy & ’ te ca PabIe of afTordin- 5s the nf" ( b 1 ec ^ a . se we have 
on this subject. First, it is to be rptn-Tri-o 1 ^rounds of a decisive jud<rment 

parched apparatus has been adopted into ^enera h u« t eh n vi' he Paris!an Hos Pitals the 

Velpeau and Blandin. But yet this apTaram hicl b J 'w°-surgeonsonly, namely, 
itwasapplied indiscriminately to fracKof the^mY Ve7 7 h ,?^ tfed ’ At fira ' 
himself, m Ins first memoir, extolled it without omitiesof all kinds. Velpeau 
nevertheless, unsatisfactory VesXwera n ice In the sequel, 

of the femur, and Blandin was the first to °ive un h°» T! f C ‘ U / es of ,he shaft 
hmd; and Velpeau finally did the same. It the C.el D^uweha^se'k in tl 
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such fractures treated by this apparatus, present, some an enormous riding of the 
fractured extremities of the bone, others an entire failure of reunion, owin'* to the 
starched bandage forming, as it dried, an arch projecting from the limb, while, as 
soon as the limb itself lost its former swelling, there was no longer a coaptation 
by the apparatus; the muscles contracted without impediment, and dragged the 
disunited parts so as to ride more and more on each other. Velpeau has doubtless 
been led, by cases like those described, to abandon his first opinion: and his 
doing so is creditable to his love of truth. Indeed, the cases which we have seen 
so treated at La Charite, though cured, were not remarkable for freedom from de¬ 
formity. Thus such fractures must be left to the old treatment of Scultetus, with 
'ri? & °f continued extension, for which purpose a starched bandage suffices. 
1 hough objectionable at the commencement, yet we must add that, towards the end 
ot the treatment of oblique fractures of the thigh, when the patient begins to walk 
about on crutches, the starch apparatus answers admirably. What we have said, 
applies also to fractures of the body of the humerus. But as regards fractures of the 
neck, and of the condyles of the humerus, as well as of the condyles of the femur, 
the starched apparatus, if applied after ihe swelling has gone down, is of the greatest 
utility Velpeau and Blandin apply the starched apparatus to all other fractures, 
namely, to fractures of the leg, of the forearm, and of the clavicle. For the forearm 
this apparatus possesses very great and obvious advantages. But we confess we 
cannot see its superiority over the common apparatus in‘fractures of the leg. The 
state of the limb cannot be ascertained till it is too late to remedy the riding of the 
bones, if that shall have taken place. Thus the starched bandage, though it may 
be regarded as an important acquisition to surgery, owing to the many applications 
ot which it is susceptible, in various departments of practice, is far from having 
displaced the treatment handed down to us by Scultetus. It is proper to add, that 
V elpeau uses but a weak solution of starch, so that his bandages are not very stiffl 
lhe starch is first worked up with spirit, and then water is added, to bring it to the 
consistence of syrup. The bandages, afier being dipped in the solution, are 
squeezed as much as possible, and the whole dries in a few hours if the limb be 
placed on a pillow covered with a large sheet of paper.— Annales dc Therapcutique 
Medicale et Chirurgicalc , Jan. 1847. r * 

39. Diagnosis of Strangulated Hernia in the Foramen Ovale. —By Dr. Roeser, of 
Bartenstein. Cases of hernia of the foramen ovale are rare, and except when very 
large, are seldom detected until revealed by dissection after death. The attention 
ol Dr. Roeser was particularly awakened to this case from the circumstance of 
lus having previously met with one, in which the presence of the hernia escaped 
detection until dissection disclosed the disease. In the present case he was more 
fortunate; the patient was a female peasant, about thirty years of age, who had 
had one child, two years ago, and anoiher ten years before. For six years she 
had suffered at long intervals acute pains at the stomach, which aro.-e suddenly 
without apparent cause, and spread over the whole abdomen, but chiefly around 
the umbilicus, and these after continuing for some hours, subsided most commonly 
after several attacks of vomiting. On the 16th of February, 1846, she had an 
attack of the usual pains at the stomach and around the umbilicus, but notwith¬ 
standing the occurrence of vomiting at the end of some hours, the pains did not 
subside. On the I7ih, blood was drawn, and two ounces of castor-oil adminis- 
lered without any effect—and morphia was given. On the 18th, she was seen by 

. Koeser. There had been vomiting in the night, without mitigation of the 
pains over the abdomen, and there was now an acute burning sensation at the 
stomach; the unne had been hot and scanty, and for the previous twelve hours 
none had been passed; she could not lie on either side; when placed in a sitting 
posture, she complained of an acute pain in the bowels, and of the bowels being 
projected forwards by twitches: belly was somewhat swollen, presenting inequali¬ 
ties, arising from distended portions of the intestines; pulse rather frequent, not 
hard; resonance everywhere clear, tympanitic even in the hypogastric region, 
though the urine had not been passed lor twelve hours. No marks of hernia were 
found at the usual apertures. Dr. Roeser was led to examine the pectineal re- 
gion, when he remarked a tenderness over the foramen ovale of lhe left side, 
which was not present on the right side. On a more particular examination, he 
found, at the upper and inner part of the foramen, a tumour the size of a uut, of 
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that she had fdt^Snin^saiine'shrafion^' The pa ', ient n ° W reraembe red 
have been mistaken for a Wand bn .W°, former a,,acks - The lumour might 
and escaped under the fin?er= whiten* * 23 more ,ense ’ sm00lb > and less pasty, 
tended towards foe epl4^S Pern , an ^ard pain, which el'- 

thickness of foe integuments and the "° dia S noslic > owing to the 

lust recited, it was obviously a hernfo oTle ? ° f ' be tUn ? 0ur ' °“ 'he evidence 
been kept up for half an Luf wifo Xeni n" ? 6 "!. ° Vale ‘ Afler the taxis had 
part of the abdomen, and also at the stomar .}? 3 *! 110 P alient ? both in the lower 
the hernia was reduced. There was immediate"S wtth nausea and eructations, 
bowels were evacuated. On examining the J!'! and ln half an hour the 
of the left foramen ovale, there was found a j?'° n 1 ,e superior and inner angle 

of the finger, which depression was hardlv P fil? Pre?S 1 u n ’ admit ting foe point 
with an elongated J ) perceptible on the right side A truss 

case the loop'of the intestine hid ! "’ "T a PP lle dj which fitted exactly. I u this 
the obturator figamem and w- Sd und^T ’ he tW ° ° blaralOT 
This hernia is most probably more freouem In fe 8 F eclmeas and 5horl adductor, 
of the foramen; and foe acute nains atiendn'l ,e ™ a es ’ on 'ing to the greater size 
on the obturator nerves This case n '■ on 11 muit arise from the pressure 
ingall the apertures by wfoicl, foe vi.ce"!n ' nS,ance of ' he **»% oflxamin- 
colic pains, and the so Jailed neuroses dfllmlh I ° =Cape " n hen ,°, ne 1S called to lr eat 

""> fc “ *— ft’ 0 ™' 

P'.fyJ'olFebruwt'Z Th^hiJilv of". ,he -* nna,fI * Thaa- 

terminated fatally under this trcatrnen! C s “f n e ° fcarol ‘ d aneurism is given, which 
lion of the surrounding parts followed the -Fn, i.™ !? n oP f I ' e sac, with infiamma- 
patient died from suffocation while the external"coverin^bl- § aIvanisra .> and the 
attenuated, and apparently in the act of Wv;„„?L r! S f ,be aneurism were 
coagulation of the blood contained in the sac dffn ?“ examination after death, 
moted by the effect of the galvanism a PP ear '° haVe been P™- 

co^ulailmVnhL'bloS^is^labfoto'nroduile fV* may ha - ,he effect «*T causing 
ments, but also of the sad itselfConsiderable df^dX 1 -' 0 "’ I1 ° t -° nly °, f the inle S u - 
time in withdrawing the needle- ,, dficulty is experienced at the same 

the effects of the gafvanic ^fion -Mfoat^ hV be ? omi "g oxidated from 
of treatment of external aneurism will bp fn P , obab e lbe adoption of this method 
Sci., March, 18471 aneur,sra "-'11 be fomid unsuccessfol.-A/onfA. Jour. Med. 

method is to Wve the iodide £ • syp , h " 5 "l ,bree or four weeks. His 
times a-day° while atfoe tm/tlme^ X d r°- e 1- 0f fr -T. 5 10 20 grains, three 

perspiration. During three divs this nranttno - gelS l”* 0 a , wa . n ? 1 bec * t0 promote 
the iodide above mentioned (5 Alins ht Z r? w k lth lhe Ieast of 
the skin begins, and then ie S o fol didefo^ua' U? ^ f 

About the 10th or 1 llh dav a fphriU cto to 0 raduall), to be increased. 

thatlhe^^never's'een^ny^efornbof'the'^sease'^i^l'ho^e ^“^Pstsuxhj'afetnsl 
and uses local baths still weaker, ^his kind 
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physicians of venereal hospitals to make trial of thi* returr ) et ^ aa( * c f^ s on l ^e 
determining its merits with greater pracUce > WI,h lhe view of 

toms, that them’is^a^al'iSoit'un^'ers^ Sfe P 01155 ' 0 / 11 in tert ' ar y »ymp- 
hshed on the subject all over Eurooe ffU T* among those who have pub- 
this head, in the Copenhagen Hn^nhal f ro j* 3 ^ S i °^. 2 ^P cases falling under 
nine deep ulcers of the throat of which f Wlt l 1 ie 10 dide, there were forty- 

four only successfcl—thecure^V'ihtfhm^^h'™ **2? CUr f 1J > ,hiee benefited, and 
three caL of al la f ft mercurials; 

of tumour of the bones and r" ere cured; fifty-one cases 

benefited, the treatment failing in twentylhree'VfiY'n 6 and thirt H "0 
ment was on an average nearly thirty riv , nv* " 6 lhe dura »°n of the treat- 
ptum, si\ty-fiv e were cured three benefited nn’l ?‘ ,hr !: e Cases of 0s,e0l:0 - 

o.f the treatment being abom ten days; of seventeen Sw caT®”®?^ durali ? n 
six were cured, four benefited arvt K „„ or , ® llieen cases of canes and necrosis, 

ment being forty-four days Bassere™ J 1 ™* ^ avera 3 e Munition of treat- 
lions, in the practice of iticordm Paris fili""" 3 ' SU . CCe ,n in lertiar >' afrec * 
efiecLs of this treatment at Lyons- and Pa™ S> T ,be l,ke account of ‘he. 
satisfactory a, Aix, on a most 

no. the sa^e'u'nauirnitj'^'m'th'e'effii-acy of'tlfi^reir Y V ,here is 

organs, and two in Ch placre, t o n e ? i ^’t e ' gl,t at lhe a ™ S ’ ,en al «>* geni.il 
nine deriyed no advantage: forty-nine suffered from' cured : four benefited, 
tton: and twenty-six were cured 7 in the mean I>eriod of forre^fdu't puMaIar eru P‘ 
benefited, and fourteen derived no atlvant.i-,. fnrt - f da}s ’ n,ne were 

Of the throat and mouth; ancl Uve„re-fou’Tere c J:t had SU P erlicial »>«« 
forty days, eight were benefited, fifteen derived ? mean penod of about 

pustular eruption; and nine were curd , r !,„ advantage: twenty-seven had 
benefited, four derived no advant^e there ° f flf,y dayS r - f °“ r were 

syphilitic eruption, and fifteen were cured j cas ? s of ,uberl; ular 

being about forty-four days three benefited •?, t ,n" du ™ l, . on ” f ‘he treatment 
fifty-three cases of synhiliticrunbi nnd J ,hree deraved 1,0 ad vanlage: 

tion of the treatmenufeing abom thirty-nine Sa^seven^vereh’’ - ’^ 6 T 10 *' 1 , dura ' 

influence has the iodide over them- for examnle whi ,, 1 - ertlar >'> 'he more 
come ulcerated. And Payen adds that the i^int ' hen . s l'Phditic eruptions be- 
the secondary affections are obstinate under the mer p ? rl . laularl J indicated when 
iodide should be resorted to a " d lhat lhe 

likely to resist the influence of mercurv and in thnl ™ lbe,r . longstanding, are 
presence of debdity, the constitution requires additional ”* ’ fr ° m ** 

i. 

Hocken, Hassing, and Bassereau ?ive an unfavon^W to - P- 3ncke ’ Klu 5 e - 
Hassing doubts "its efficacy even tfbl onTh^ .““T oflt ; efPaa '=> aad 
Payen, assert its efficacy in primary sores ^ ? a ? ln > Mid ‘K a " d 

crepancy our author remarks, that IhTcases’referred to by V pa l bUb? ' °“- "V* dis ‘ 
cases of indurated chancres: and these lie savs are P *■ ,’!! P a " 10uIar are 
rities, as by Ricord, among'primary affec-ions’ On,h,V Sn ed u y Some autho_ 
considers the tide of the iodide oTpotesium to he cnn^ 0 .’, then 1 > D !' Aran 
treatment in primary affections to be unsubstMtiated thnnnt? ,? d aS - the bas,s of 
prohibit the common treatment, it is sometimes of service" CIrcumstaDCes 
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niercurhtV'lreatr'nemhas/rnd^v'lien^'u'llas 1 n , . re ? lmcnt by the iodide, when the 
observes.—'■ Hence it fellows that ..i n" ’ been P revi °usly used, Dr. Aran 
lions of the throat, caries and necro*is P of bone P013 ’ pu . stuIes > superficial ulcera- 

b0 '— ld Sfts 

elusion is that in the treatment'ofteconTT^"fr ”' th merourials - Hassin»’s con- 
beneficial results, and this opiiilts supped Che’ ,h ° ^rnbmation Affords no 
treated in the Copenhagen Hospital in the ' H ] ence °f numerous cases 

T';r:, Stant) °PP osed '“' Hruss r^decitnS-n„° d t- Gibert and Ki cord, 
As to the propomon of relon-,, i:,.i . ““ pmnL 1 

hitherto by authors. Ilassin./ savs“tl,a' le . 5,allstIca * e' iJence has been supplied 
eruption, syphilitic rupia and'deep ulcemfiins of ih?.^ in t?, Case of •“berculous 
in the flat pustule, syphiliti,.emniin„^r.i? f, . lhroat > tvhlle they are common 

superficial ulcerations of the throat—“and tjK iT fh" 1 ' sl 5 u . amous character, and 
mon at the end of about eleven months thn, 4 y L he5C rela P' es “re most com- 

™ Set lhera take place - 

extent, for example, as far as 1.15 mains in a^ Car ^ ed Ille dos e to the greatest 

art;e as altogether unnecestry, aT.d "fies l ^^ consid «* 

lassing, whose largest dose does not exceed <ir,f„ ll ’. lhe d “ fe3 mentioned by 
■loes not go beyond thirty grains a da\ and p5 a da >> Gau 'hier, who 

sixty grams a day. There is this n , P Jen > whose extreme dose is about' 
remedy, that the ilose should be "raduallv ° reement 011 llle administration of the 
up for some time alter the symmomt hw„ ?m J| ? nd ,hat '< should be kept 
-March, 1847, from Arcluees '"*■ Med. *£ 

Intestinal SlranofSubaade Peritonitis and of 
description. The subject of it was a « Ga -Med. ik Milan, a case of this 

miheihird ° r fourth month of premianm From^f ° f ***’ ' Vi,h I;urved 'pine,, 
sestatron she had been daily affected with 1 le commencement of utero- 
sy mploms of subacute peritonitis and intestinal"™-’ and , al - lhe period mentioned, 
seKes under which, in three days she suceumhi , tr j! ) n " ula,10 » manifested ihem- 
Ihe spleen was found above the' ri-ht iliac ° n P 05 '- m °rlem examination, 
?“ pcutids, of a black colour, and rMinl in p Ea,1 - v ' e,darMd > weight,,™ 

iower portion 0 f , )ie j| innl a|| j ® " P?J on ,he ule rus and in part on the 

tord of splenic vessels \va« twh»<» iwi«tn i ; •, 1I ir l t Vere ver ^ much injected The 
'he veins was impeded, arid which wafthe raf’ b /. which 'he return of blood by 
The peritoneum was in eld m net' ?e ° f ! he S r . eal squired by this 

pressed. Nothing was observed abnnrm I • P '?i ' - al lbe P 0 ' n,s at which the spleen 
lla iss. Med. Prat., So "1846 U,e “" enor of ,he in.es,iues.-C™. 

ject of this ease°{la mLf 40 yemlf im "admll r”''' l eb ' m7 -)~Thr snb- 
Jous n ’ I8JI ’ "i i,h P °P lileal “lurism m, theSSde A -h e f? rd r I S firmar 5'- 

y°"- s D -' v ‘ts applied a ligature to the femoral li r •° n ,' he 6lh of Se P'a Dr. 
ligament. On the 23d a slfehi and nn the o . I ®7 four ,nches below Pouparfis 
on. arid Dr. D lied the vessel above the nrofnnda 3 ,r . e . m t endous hemorrhage came 
u the 9lh Oct. hemorrhage occurred from die s ’ " llc h arrested the hemorrhage, 
external iliac. The patient did well umiNo Dr - D - ded 'he 

]5 ' h aad 

°n syphilis, published”in'the . a Ta,aab > e i course of lectures 

c o„,raSiS«^ “ aba - 


racteristies of the mercurialln contra r?' ves the following as 

«■ Mercurial soms „ neceS lnC,1 °!’ '° ,he venereal 

not necessarrly circular or oval in shape, neither 


are their 
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edges regularly defined; on the contrary, they vary in these particulars, and as¬ 
sume different forms as they spread; their edges are often quite ragged, loose, and 
undermined, and tneir borders are often marked with a thin, transparent cuticle 
like that of a newly-formed cicatrix, extending quite around them, and giving 
them a silvery-white appearance. ° 

•a! T he * 51se . s °f mercurial sores are not hard, neither are their surfaces covered 
with the tenaciously adherent lymph so characteristic of venereal; on the contrary, 
the surface of the mercurial ulcer may present every variety of shape and appear- 
ance, sloughy at one spot, deeply excavated and rapidly ulcerating at another, 
fourth eS:Uberant ° railu allon3 at a tWrelj and exhibiting a tendency to heal at a 

3. But the most striking characteristic of the mercurial ulcer is, its tendency to 
spread, and the manner in which it enlarges itself. Venereal sores, when not 
a - phagedena, increase slowly, and having reached a given size, remain 

so, the mercurial generally spread quickly, and there seems to be no limit to the 
size hey may possibly attain. I have seen an ulcer as large as my hand in each 
groin ot the same individual. Mercurial sores, too, are easily distinguished from 
the venereal, when they assume an herpetic character, and heal in one part whilst 
they are spreading in another, which the tatter never do; this latter diagnostic is 
often extremely valuable in ulcers of the throat and on the penis, where any ex¬ 
tensive loss of parts may be most sensibly felt during the life of the patient. The 
mercurial ulceration, loo, often attacks the cicatrix of a recently healed chancre, and 
a iresh sore is thus formed—a circumstance that does not happen to the true venereal 
sore, except by some accidental injury, or the application of a new infection. 

pi®" Mercurial Action not a Preventive of Secondary Symptoms. —Mr. Holmes 
^ootf. haspublishedm the Lancet. Ap. 24th, a short paper for the purpose of showing 
and dlsl , lnct actl0n of mercury, though it cures the primary symptoms 
* ~ "i ’.i! 3 n ? 1 ll! j 6ure P rev entive of secondary contamination which it is 
/ ara<ln / dl 2. u 3 hl ’? he- To prove this he has recorded fifty consecutive cases 
patients suffering from severe secondary and tertiary symptoms, of which seven- 
een are related in the present communication, from the analysis of which he 
de ermmea that mercury is unable to eradicate the venereal poison. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

n SymWepharon.— -Mr. Wilde, in a highly interesting Report on the Progress of 

Ophthalmic Surgery, (Dublin Quarterly Journal of Med. Sci., Feb. 1847,) gives the fol¬ 
lowing account of an operation which he has performed with success, for the relief 
ot this very intractable affection. During the last two years," he remarks, “the 
number of cases where, from mechanical or chemical injuries, adhesion between 
the ocular and palpebral conjunctiva had resulted, which presented at Si. Mark’s 
Ophthalmic Hospital, caused us to pay particular attention to this subject, and we 
have found the following mode of operating perfectly successful, even in cases in 
which the method formerly in use, of merely dividing the frtena or extensive 
adhesions, had been more than once previously resorled to without effect. Some 
oi these cases consisted in complete adhesion of either upper or lower lid. through 
the greater portion of its extent, to the surface of the globe; the newly-organized 
material, or dense, fibrous, connecting band, in some cases merely approaching 
tne margin of the cornea, in others expanding largely over its surface, and ren- 
dering vision more or less imperfect. In some, the motion of the lid was com- 
pletely checked by the shortness of the franum and the intimate cellular connection 
between the lid and globe, by which the motions of both were greatly curtailed: 
others, again, particularly where they proceeded from the angles of the eye toward 
he centre of the cornea, strongly resembled fleshy ptyregia. Beside these divisions, 
there is another which, in a pathological point of view, should be attended to : 
namely, into those which are attached by their whole length, and those in which 
the new attachment or adventitious membrane forms a bridge, leaving a portion 
(at the apex of the triangle) of either ocular or palpebral conjunctiva free. In 
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where'such arch oHbridge dfd notexis? T* 6 s , ed under ,he a mh, and 

the adhesion, and its ends held hv-™ ‘ ," aS P uihed . trough the lowest part of 

operator. By this means the -inK an as5 ' sla ?’t or re ' a med in the left hand of the 
dissection w£then"commeLedfm'Lra nn'l’ and , U i? Hd d J a "' n f ° r ™ d >- The 
we endeavoured to make the flan nUo \ P 0int , 11)051 distant from the cornea, and 
oar efforts will beZ| v M& ? “ ar ? e a? Possible. In effecting this, 
drawing out 0,6 pr ° be ,’ “ d b >' its means" 

dissecting a very large°C of memhrlne off lh :? wo * , WB have sa “eeded iu 
upon examining the point from which it * b f? entlre 'surface of the cornea. If, 
have too extensive a Kin the nemendt^'r' fr0 ? ! h f H » be found to 
and this again lessened by reneautil^nnrl ' ardlrac ' 10n >'helid should be everted, 
of the flap should then fie aSed hv o I “ fme 5Ca,pel - The “trcme apex 
surface on the interiorof thelid ™d other J^I’ 6 Su,ure ' 0 ' ha lowest point of raw- 
extent of surface may Require “ v?hU m "ri appl,ed a on = ils edgn. as the 
surface of the old adhesion or ptvremum will tJ h<! ex,ern l’ m “ c °us orcuticular 
the subconjunctival cellular nntli i w P r . cseDle ^ 1° the raw surface of 
vented. Where this latter has been bm If°mo ral,' hu5 a,Ulesion completely pre- 
conjunctiva together, and closefl it K«- «v, mo ‘j erate extent, we have drawn the 
are eases in whichthebase ofdte triaU^foIed'h fine suture. There 

and the apex at the margin of the i;J i 0 ^7 lie a ^hesion is on the globe, 
conjunctiva unaffectedand herewe mST' T f ^ ,° f ,he pal P ebral 
fe:,a; but if the opacity has soread ovcmL^ L tnclinetl merely to divide the 
removing the more immediate cause n r^ be , ? rnea ; ald >ough we may succeed in 
remain, and therefore we have in «„et> c-> < e orrni| y. the eucoma will inevitably 
off the cornea, and remmdnl a nortl S T : car l efu ' l >'dissected the membrane 
the flap in its place, attaching 3 h£°airaad{ detcS ”' COn J unc,ira . substituted 

between the origfnof ihe'dL^s^andMiTn as P 0 f 5s 'ble to be allowed to elapse 

cuhtrityf ° f ^ ^ 

been hitherto acted on’in ^iVcountrT 'iSeffeT k ! 1 l wn ’ l,m h as not > we believe, 
mode of operating somewd atS . D ' e ( ren . b ? ch ht«, we believe, described a 
case during the last year, in which he and Bland,n has related a 

a somewhat analogous proceedin'' ued m remoVin S a syrablepharon by 

f r T a P a «ent in the 

gence in this No.— ‘Editor.] 11J unJer l ^ e bead of American Intelli- 

Surged,“I dmL So»n?a~Keb 'i847)’ makes'diTfon" th ‘ Pro S res . s °f Ophthnl- 
in regard to this affection: ” makes the following very just remarks 

in T read •°. f the Wonderful ««■ effected 

cicatrices, and even stanhvlomas of it U S ’ 0 P aul ' ies : P e urls, leucomas albugos, 
prussic acid b - v of various kinds, f?om 

Etr;S. ,h »,:;r:£ 

removed; while, where il dam S",T h °' V Smal! , the °P acit Y, H “ever is 
Of nature or by he influenc^frrmeH!’ ? T"? ma >'. clear either by the efforts 
extend over it/entire surface Thdre are P° "" hs,a " d ">S 'hat the opacity may 
indeed, which never a«^vedlS5 1 Tp!S^ V ?’u C ? C8 ° f F 9 * sl «>‘t opacity 
geon to be thoroughly acquainted with all beh ° ves lh ? ophthalmic sur- 

un accurate prognosis, and to be ab e ° rder to form 

may be the final'result of such eases." ’ patients, or their friends, what 

* Gazette Mddicale, Feb. 28,1846. 
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Causes of Strabismus. '• There are certain cases of Strabismus in which the 
want of parallelism is caused by the foci of the eyes bein': of different lengths— 
that m which the focus is shortest, being almost invariably the eye to turn in and 
such cases maybe greatly improved, if not entirely remedied, by the use of 
glasses. There are other cases of strabismus which appear to be caused by cer¬ 
tain portions of the retma becoming insensible; and in such cases, we should be 
Indeed > how we interfere, for it is quite possible that the removal of 
DM oZi T nn«h less distinct than before.''- 

Duhh “ Q ’ mrL Jour - Md- Set , Feb. 1847, from Lancet for July 7, p. 160. 

of It n7^ l K > " S awl ,F arli ll A ">mrosis from thickening of Neurilemma of a portion 
Lt J Acrcc He, ta Uoum relates the following 0 ;,Cresting case. A fad 19 
1 fht < ; Xlerrlal strabis , mus of Huh. eye 5„ce his chfldhood. « Z s 
in“nvenlence^C"lnfo,f en t"", 1 ,' d ° UblE [ !sion ' but without pain or other 
unwa ds amf onulor lf o h l “ > ,raJ,,al £ P^™ded, and the pupil now turned 
E that hi cou^ d t-orr ol • r u'neteen Ins vision in that eye had decreased so 
muui mat he could scarcely distinguish one com from another. He was advised 

no“ed1o be ano'f mT rat, °, n per ' brme ‘ l > und the cause of the disease was diag- 
no. ed lo be a non-m.dignant swelling at the bottom of the orbit. As he die,] of 

b" one 1 ’ '° n -n Ber “ 0 PP 0rtu » il y was afforded for the followin'* interestin'* 
icrTnr O t • rh *.° pl, . C ner '' e ’ for ^mething more than a quarter of a“n inch pos? 
to he sire amMiane'o '(O'? 5cler °“ c ’ "'f s T, mai ' but befiind that it swelled out 
and nroiectPd Iho f r ° "' hlch !a y across ‘he bottom of the orbit, 

Behind thU si-cninl b f ° raards an J outwards in the manner we have described, 
lietimd tills swelling it again assumed ns natural size, and turnin'* back through 

Of it< c^e ° P Thc m s w-elli^ C hT 1 ""’ con,in “«\ natural througlTthe remainder 
‘ : ° e - lh P s "filling had an unnaturally hard feel, and, when cut across 

rnicro'conp 1< the >nSISt C " ely ° f the ll ! ickened neurilemma. Examined under the 
in n r. h r f rV ? US i maller ' Vas fmmd nnnltered. Swellings upon the nerves 
other parts of the body, are not unusual; but in the optic nerve it is a very rare 
occurrence indeed . 1 '’-Dublin Quart. Jour. Med. Sci ., Feb. 1S47 J 

ofrfLwfof ° f " ,C llj T? E ’ JC ' and ils “PP'^'wn lo the detection 

r lm0r P Z‘ of " ,e W- B >’ Wm - Cumsiiko. (Medico- 
<lo'*s rabbi,mt T V ° ' SX,J£ -)— Th ? luminous appearance of the eyes of cats, 

L H,; fn ,1 oxen.sheep, and other animals, has long been known, and referred 
nil!- redecll °n of light by the lapetum; as also the reflection from the eye of the 

retina •’ and from do "l P r r " duced b - vmorbid . ^Poste in and other changls of the 
Th»’ol •» V rai • defic ! enc y of pigment in persons not albinoes. 
eouallvZl I"* P o Per 15 to f? v thal lhe heallh y h > lma u eye is equally or nearly 
clumstanTs and i f "“r* f=’ * c ’ when ob?e rved under -favourable 

in * ce& ? an “ “ ie apphcalion of the abnormal appearance, or want of this 

tS’ r ' h V ,C ‘ e t m ° f chan ? es in »* retina and poMerio part of the eye 
rhe re,lection from lhe posterior part of the human eye may be Un Mr Cum' 

be Pfoced" at’ilra It °w ,n g manner: “ Let the person whose eye is to be examined 

rayfof llht mu'1 6n ° r n' Ve r Ve fee , t , from a P af or "'her bright light; the 
^ , .■=>"* mu,t tall directly on his face; all rays passing latemllv nff* hi* Un„ ( i 

, P, T' half „"^ b ™ « d *«• £ 

twemrahelightaml foe *J“n * ^ * " ,U bB al ° nCe seen from a ">’ sp °’ b - 

“ X be , following observations were made in two rooms: in one of which was a 

wat^plMed e in*r e C dn n k Ie ‘ elyd r rk T d - J‘ ,e per50n " hose e - ve " as 10 be viewed 
room’ I t- r dark , room > hve feei from a half-closed door openin'* into this 
room, he direcUy faced the light, also at the distance of four or five feel from the 

6 a PP earan . c . e of ’be reflection was in most cases extremely brilliant when 
•seen from a position between the door and light. In some it was ai mcc 
" 1,b tbe ' Xlde 0 Pen; in others it was seen with -went difficulty and 
not tin every ray of light passing to the side or the iris was carefully intercepted 
by the door on one side and the hand or a book on the other The reflecdfon was 
ways seen much more readily and brilliantly, when the eye was turned slightly 
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lo ibe ouler .i'.k-'af ihi^noklhe’lumbL'.'itv wg ' he P “ P ^ obliquely. On passing 

nsl-r 

P05s.b e lo the direct line between ft ™d the J^k °" ly ,0 a PP roai * as near ns 
reflec ton. Or, in a dark room, a candle bein»n?,c e at once ,0 see the 

eye, if we approach the direct line between thenPwo ft, f ?| U f or , fi , ve feet from the 
it m many cases. If solar light be adrmued thro ,1 f " b , e able at to see 
a dark room, the luminosity may be seen when the n nearly-closed shutter into 
patient s aml.ng five or six feet from the anerturP osf P 15 * olerab >y dilated, the 
position before indicated perture, and the observer occupying the 

Th^t^sTbe^ -he luminosity” 

greater in proportion lo the intensity^ hTh« S. 100 ° fll - h, - : lhe distance bein" 
pattern (and Sometimes aroZnh^eye iJelfV 'hon^ u ***, d j ff ? sed around SS 
observer should occupy a nositinn ., d , be deluded, c. That the 

the source of light and the eye examined ■ hence^t^ * ’ be dlrccl line between 
observer to stand obliquely fi.at l,L-™ sometimes necessary for the 

. “ The appearance of Z Xc^oS^T* nearer ,Q lhe direc ‘ Hue 
intensity ,n different persons, but aI=o from ,h.- y VaneS much in coI ™r and 
setert V'Z the greater or less intensi ‘he mrcumslances under which it is 

and the distance at which it is viewed. = ’ h p0sitl0n of the eye examined, 

candle, or a few solar roys,~a < red luridglare B fike < lh PV* <Hm lisht ’ 38 ,hal rrom a 
served, evidently proceedin'* from the bottom ‘r fi. ,h 1 from a dul1 coal fire, is ob- 
concave, yet conveying theldea of concavitv Thnnh^ a ? J ’not distinctly 
seen by a faint light, at the distance of two nr iL»» a ? C . er -° f ' le reflection thus 
present much variety of tint. br ee feet, is very uniform, and 

stand near the figh^theTefSifion'i" th “°° d bn ght light ten feet distant, and we 
fine metallic lustre, ami varyinJ from a bri^hfPilv*^ 6 " 161 ^ , brilliant ; presenting a 
im : the latter being the 8 ° lde "- a decided fed 

distance, it sometimes undergoes a distinct'chan™« ?i V ‘ n . S lh i® r ? flecti °n at this 
per or red colour, to a silver tint: thishannens <nm»?•’ ddenl >' altering from a cop- 
movement of the eye, but not unfrequenUv'isT,h S ‘i" co " sei P lcnce of a slight 
having taken place. nirequently is observed without any movement 

lustre does^no/depmitfXVth!scircumst l} seen , in an e >' e with a large pupil ii B 
d'jrnre’er, the intensity of the reflection frequently va"'° P ^ 'T*'* 1 pnpils of c< l ua * 
which the reflection was vervdu«kv in ‘ Taried greatly. In one case, in 

was dropped into the eve. ? then observed tha'thnn'lfc PUPl1 Sma " : a,ropine 
“ m creased, it still detained the same duskw hZ^lT exlenl °’luminosity 

appears to 

for, beTo?e P r C eye S can be n brou®h; within m ??,’ ,he p aa .ion is no. visible, 
to be somewhat diminished. ’ nlensitv of the reflection was observed 

a distance but was^remlered Somewhat clearer b^th^M 1 ' 0 / 1 'T indU,inct at 
ens placed before the eye examined • but at two / in’ 6 a f d ° P , a double convex 

ssss *-* !he refl - 
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was not seen at all; in the last case, the pupils remained small in the shade. If 
these observations are confirmed by other observers, we may say that the reflec¬ 
tion ought to be seen in every healthy eye with a good-sized pupil.” 

Having pointed out the character of this reflection, and the mode in which it 
may be seen, Mr. C. next inquires into its source. 

“The retina in the living eye,” he observes, “is a perfectly transparent medium 
in contact with the choroid and vitreous body. The transparency of the retina is 
however, no proof that it does not itself reflect many of the rays of light that impinge 
upon it, although the greater proportion are transmitted; the transparency of°a 
structure being quite consistent with considerable reflection, but not with absorp¬ 
tion of the rays of light; and this reflection would be rendered more obvious by 
the position of the choroid. The formation of images upon the retina, acknow¬ 
ledged by all, is at once a proof of its reflecting power. 

“From these considerations, and the fact of the anterior layer of the retina con¬ 
sisting of a vascular plexus, and thinking the choroid with its pigment too dark to 
give such a reflection, my first impression was that the retina was the reflectin'' 
surface. = 

“Mr. Bowman, however, having suggested to me the greater probability of the 
choroid with the pigment being the reflecting structure, 1 commenced some ex¬ 
periments to determine this point. The reddish-brown colour of the pigment of the 
•human eye has been fully recognized. Mr. Hunter clearly and fully points out 
the varieties in the depth of tint of the pigment. Entirely or almost wanting in the 
Albino, it is of a light brown or fawn colour in fair persons, while in persons of 
swarthy complexion it is proporlionably daik, appearing to keep pace with the 
depth of colour of the rete-mucosum; being still darker in mulaltoes and negroes. 

“The brilliancy of the luminosity of the healthy eye appears to be in proportion 
to the light colour of the pigment. So evident is the reflection in the Albino, that 
in ordinary day-light the pupils present a reddish appearance. On placing a mid¬ 
dle-aged man, an Albino, ten or twelve feet from a gas light, the reflection was 
extremely vivid, and of a pinker colour than ordinary, while the light transmitted 
through the choroid and iris evidently increased theeffect. On placing close to 
his eye a black card with an aperture a little larger than the pupil, the reflection 
was little brighter than that from the eye of a fair person examined side by side, 
but was of a more decided pink colour. 

“ In persons of fair complexion and blue or gray irides, it is generally more 
brilliant and more readily seen than in those of dark skin and irides. In the mu¬ 
latto it is also dusky; but in them, as in persons of swarthy complexion, a silvery 
reflection is sometimes seen, and is, most probably, a reflection from the retina. 
In the Albino, this reflection produced by the vascular choroid, is most brilliant 
and lightest in tint, and, in proportion to the darkness of the pigment, its lustre is 
diminished, and the colour becomes more dusky. 

“ The posterior segment of an eye, the pigment being of the usual brown co¬ 
lour, was exposed to light concentrated by a lens upon it, and a brownish red re¬ 
flection, of metallic lustre, was observed. 

“I found, on holding an eye with the optic nerve towards the liuht, and looking 
through the pupil, that the light passing through the choroid was of a brilliant red 
colour,precisely resembling that reflected during life. I therefore obtained seven 
more eyes, each from a different subject, and found that the same red light was 
transmitted through the choroid. These cases, taken indiscriminately, leave no 
doubt that this is an appearance common to the human eye. Some months before 
my friend Mr. Dixon showed me an eye in which the same appearance was teen; 
at that time, however, we both supposed that this was an exception. 

appears to me to be the best proof that the reflection is from the choroid 
wrth its pigment, viz., the exact resemblance of the rays transmitted through it to 
the reflection. But while I regard this as the principal reflecting structure, the 
light returned from the retina and concavity of the hyaloid body, would doubtless 
increase the effect. 

I have not yet seen the luminosity In the dead eye, but the non-injection of 
the choroid, ana loss of transparency in the retina, sutliciently account for this. 

“ The reflectron from these structures would be considerably increased in bril* 
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EgtfttTOS? inflUen0e ° f the COnCaVe Sha P e 0f ,he retiaa = an d 

eye mhStromthe ~f animalf 1 refleC,ion from the My human 

lion as a mode of examining Z ™’-?i’P earSm r e , chiefl y important in its adapta- 
hitherto concealed in the livln^ eve'ancMiule f ej - e ' ? he rellna and ch °roid 
mining their condi.ion afie^ aff °^ d <?f exa- 

fatally, considerable uncertainty has aHendedTtf» r h dlseas ? s " ot terminating 
lures ; but the existence of IhL.T ed,se ^es ascribed to these struc- 
istence, or ab„o“ppeamnce T 

lures heretofore unknown, or satisfactorily to see dmse tr!/'^" 863 ? these S,ruc ' 
If we dilate the pupil by atropine we have a which we only suspected. 

dition of the retina and chorokf in every ca»e ^e "ie^l have^v ee ' ng ‘i h ° T' 
way have confirmed the general imnfession that c 1 h “ r ied m ,hls 

H-i j ...» „s ssr jssjs jar “a 


MIDWIFERY. 

bles tvhichtfath^^w^ H la ‘ 

the uterus, so soon as seven minute lh , a, ’. ln fomc ergot acts on 

much longer period of time is reouire.l- t, ,r adm,mslrall ° n > whilst in others, a 
fifteen minutes may be stated as the average ’ In^hme" 6 " ‘ tJ ’ k° m ^ boU f len 10 
have been expelled alive Dr Hardv hi« C l “ ose where the children, 
the uterus, to " oftfe 7T7 V*V* 

a longer period than this elan.es heferitko Un the other hand, when 

struments has been ac,ion ’ ,Ue use of ; °- 

dead bom. In some “stages °he e ®o ts flW-' h< l chiIdren have been 

p ?; ? >«*,' 

X°<z‘Z7 ms«e ss 

led to inquire, is ergo^a safe etXt l HenCe ,he aa,hor is 

immediately after by most afarmin^den 001 - Ta5 glTe ?’and was followed almost 
the most powerful’stimulants. In severaUrtheclw!£ n8 i' he adn l iniMra,ion of 
circulation continued for several davs .nJl. j^~ es be de P res -' eii state of the 
mation of the uterus followed defivwv - Md h |he n , d . ln? ’ In , S ° me lnslances > '"flem- 
reraained much larger than ralnrat i^ e U ? nne tumour not unfrequently 

the present iSm^on of thi’t 77 ^° ^ ™ "° reaS °" 10 Wt 

Effects of Ergot on the fatal heart.-Tut effects of ergot on the fetal heart, is still 
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more remarkable lhan on the maternal pulse, and, in a practical point of view 
deserves a much more serious investigation. 1 i 

,a f ft renl rnajority of the author's cases, a diminution in the fetal heart’s pulsa¬ 
te h f °| l ' cd | ie adm inistraUon ° f e J5 nt - The period at which this efTect begins 
o be produced varies from about fifteen minutes to half an hour, sometimes a 
ittle sooner and occasionally at a later period. The most common elfecT and 

nl 3 J y „ d, hC aUlh °t r j a % observed > is a diminution in the frequency of the 
pulsations, this is succeeded, after some time, by an irregularity in its beats which 
irregulamy continues more or less, until the’sounds intermit,' aid a! le.rnth afier 
a var able period, become quite inaudible. Dr. Hardy has been led bv his ob 
the P rac ‘! c al inference that, in those cases where the number of the 
fetal heart a pulsations have been steadily reduced below no, and at the same 
time, with intermissions, the child will be rarely, if ever, saved, although its dcli 
simLnn ' r bS i f irecte , ci . W1,h lhe greatest possible speed. But the mere depres- 
' ° im a heart below 110, without intermissions, is not, in itself, sufficient to 

wf Jni re '' U ’ T mstances have occurred where the number of pulsations has 
been still more reduced, (in one case as low as 56.) and yet by speedy delivery 
and adoption of the usual remedies, the children have been saveih But in none 

fefee ° o e f C the e - S " f aS ,“ ere - a , s,c " d U’ d,ilwd ’ and at ell-marked intermission. The know- 
led e of these facts points out the necessity of waichin" closelv the state of it,,, 
fetal heart, after the administration of ergot, as delay- beyond a nlf™h, 
rpsnec! be , allo '7^."' ith impunity to the life of the child. Should the case in other 

the P ehId U mn S 4 b he ha i*® a PP 1,ca,10n Pf , llie f °meps or vectis, in order to save 
the child, it must be had recourse to within a certain period, which can only 

be known by the careful use of the stethoscope. The author’s observatio^i 
ful y coincides with those of Dr. Beatty, who fixes the limit beyond which the child 
will rarely be ham alive, at two hours. To this rule he hL met with hut three 
f“ P l0 [ ls - Bn . t death of lhe [mtns may occur long before the expiration of two 
hour.. In two instances the children were lost, although only twenty- minutes in 
“i* 1 twenty-five in the other, had passed from the administration'of the er-o 
^1 Ih e 'I P r U 10n - , In r thes . e - ij sla nces, the depressing effects of the emotare°o 
great, that frequently after birth, a considerable lime elapses before the children 

state '\vhp rfet l y rest ° red > a ? d Dr ' IIard >' has observed, that infants bom in a weak 
state, where no ergot was given to cause their expulsion, have been restored to 
animation with much less difficulty, than in those cases in which this medicine 
was administered during labour. Hemorrhage afler the birth of the child is an 
occurrence the author has never met with in any case yvhere the uterus yvas’sensi¬ 
bly affected by the ergot during labour. ' 

With some few exceptions, the women had generally good recoveries. Of those 
who were attacked \vith inflammation, all recovered but two. One was a case of 
retained placenta, where the hand was introduced: this patient died of uterine 

Ph Theel-I f” the f econd ’ tbere was inflammation of the peritoneum and uterus 
The children tvho were bom alive, all, tviih one exception, did well In this 

lOOfrom th^effe 33 ! 8 ^ 1611 by , lhc „n.- Ce P S; 33 lhe felal heart hid fallen so low as 
00 from the effect of the ergot. This statement refers only to those cases where 
complete restoration was accomplished after delivery.— Dublin Joum. Med. Sci- 

terminatin'! favourably without instrumental interference — 
am, I, ? me r nll0 ? ed 10 the Obstetric Society of Edinburgh (at the meeting 
fhe cffildlv Sm'°' , Pr0!apSn , S ° f lh , e C ° rd ; in wh & ^ had su°cceU,nn“s 
almost fully nn f a arse , d r? of e f 0L Tbe Best e'-ege of labour was 

and mnmv " J l ? he de,e< r ed , ,he Prolapsed cord. The pelvis was large 

“v C -ToV emo ,he°i . Afler <° reduce the cord, ho 

r o 1 of er,o, the pains at the time having got very feeble Thev sneedilv 
became very active, and, after 20 minutes, th? child was expelled alixe P 7 

«iofaf,mZffir.ho P f l ’he h f ” “Sf ? f ^ he found, on Sing » examina- 

uon auer ine Dirm oi the first child, that the cord of the second was nmhnwl 
tfons^r^Tnd" he f Sh0Ul :'- P' a - e ’ -hen sTrongu^ne'^.mm 

cf Med. Sci.. March, 1/47 d he ‘ nfam ® lVe afier a few ^ms.—Monthly Joum. 
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Child.—M. Pacl DcE01s led 

presented remarkable and rare con-enfrd W' ^‘’r 2 ch,kl hvo da J’s old, which 
was perceived that the middle and' ri,?'fi ‘° nS ; Immediately after its birth it 
the free e-'.lremitte's of Ae hand , were reduced 1 to 

over with skin -except at a small part which "7°, rounded > a " d covered 

small wounds, ^ ^ 

right S foot!*The ! l > ast e phafmi'res^vere C wantin" tnl *,° eS ° f ,he ,ef '-- and also of the 

cular and strain “thon^ h^^b^n'mo^n ef!; “ ,? brio “ s constriction, cir- 
sueh a thing- was to be found. The meiUne of t h ' • h ? a,ure t but no vestige of 
with its first phalanx, a similar constriction Thi^ , ri = ht . foot offered, on a level 
l h r!i° e . S -' ? eem . ed 10 constitute two stUes of\h Jm,t?t. 1°"’ , and , lbe removal of 
presented a circular depression, havfn- La5;1 Y the right leg also 

-. ame position, as the constriction on the left ,~ an lp characters and occupying the 
time of birth, no trace of inf nr^me,- f le? ; but mueh ^s marked At he 
ftnce, and under the influence oSn“ , r-™“ nd " ,e mutilated para- but 
Inflammatory state had been ^up C ° nd,,,0 ‘ 1S ° f “ !e ™> «fce«££K 

' h « ”«eben« ejolo*. , he 

$gSP^sa*8aS3Ss& 


MWCAl Jl-MSPRUDEXCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

sentatiM^f'a^ommu^icatmn^roin^Ar'Duna CitttvAumt, on the pre- 

c^i! matches, and the action of tho 011 the manufacture ofchemi- 

that in concert with Dr. BnVheteau and Ho^° SP r l°° k 0ccasion to remark 
an inquiry as to the condition of workman‘V) Lour r’ ; he had been encased in 
consulted several manufacturers of phosphorus* emplo >' ed .- and bad particularly 

vapours of phosphorus, are seized with co"mh’ teftdS«S“ 0n,S “? filled 

of he cause. 3. That the manufacture of oho=nho , ‘ t Ppe “ rS W,,h ,he removal 

particular disease.— Co,nplcs Raidas, Sept 23. 184G d ° eS n °‘ Si ye r ^ e p'° B an >' 

after stating the beVmmWff obt^ Tdbacs dc Paris " 

C °Tohaeco'of lie '° baCC ° ° f Fra "» ^ mentions the quantity 

me ef aad Garonne, 7-34; 

6 87 5 Kentucky, G-09; Man-land' ->.og. 4 ' 9 1 : Alsac e, 3-21; Virginia 

k would appear from this'table,' that the kirds 2 - per cenl - 

best adapted for the manufacture of snuff. b cb con,am . most mcoline, are 

. " “ en tobacco in powder (snuffl is -. ■ 

nicotine. The proportion is 2-04 in the 100 mris ’* ,nd ‘. ca,es a material loss of 
he lern-es has destroyed about two-thirds of it sho ' VIn S that fermentation of 
iNo. XXVII.—Jm,y, 1847. ' 17 
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Ammonia exists in snuff in the form of a salt; nicotine partly in the state of a 
salt and partly free, or entirely a sub-salt. It is to these two salts, that the property 
of super exciting the mucous membrane of tlic nose is to be ascribed. 

M. Scliloesing will contiuue his investigations.— Comptcs Haulas. December 21, 
184c - T. R. B. 

5G. Poisoning in Java. The Gecko. (From Selbcrg : s Travels in Java.)— The 
Javan women are of an extremely jealous disposition, and have quiet and subtle 
means of revenging themselves upon their rivals. They are skilled in the pre¬ 
paration of poisons—of one especially, which kills slowly, occasioning symptoms 
similar to those of consumption. When a Javan perceives this, she submits her- 
sell to her fate, knowing well what is the matter with her, and rejecting antidotes 
as useless. And European physicians have as yet done little against the effects 
ot the poison, whose ingredients they cannot discover with sufficient accuracy to 
counteract them. A medical man told Dr. Selberg that copper dust and human 
harr were amongst them, combined with other substances entirely unknown to 
him. Hie dose is usually administered in rice, the chief food of the Javans. 
Arsenic, another poison in common use, is sold in all the bazaars. This poisoning 
practice is not unusual among Liplap women married to Europeans, and who, 
although nominally Christians, possess for the most part, all the vices and super¬ 
stitions of their Mahometan sisters. r 

\\ bile traveling in the Island of Madura, Dr. Selberg was seized with sudden 
and violent fever. He was kindly treated by his host, who on leaving at niMit, 
placed an open cocoa nut by his bed-side, a simple, but delightful fever draught. 
Awaking with a parched tongue and burning thirst, he sought the nut, but it was 
empty. The next night, the same thing occurred, and he could not imagine who 
stole Ins mdk. He ordered two nuts and a light to be left near him; towards 
midnight, a slight noise attracted his attention, and he saw two small beasts 
cautiously and steadily approach, stare at him with their protruding eyes, and 
then dip their ugly snouts into his cocoa nuts. These free and easy vermin were 
Geckos, a species ot lizard, about a foot long, of a pale grayish-green colour, spotted 
with red, having a large mouth full of sharp teeth, a long tail marked with white 
rings and sharp claws upon their feet. Between these claws, by which they din*' 
to whatever they touch, is a venomous secretion that distils into the u-oimds then make. 
Dr. Selberg was well acquainted with these comely creatures, and had even bot¬ 
tled a couple, which now grace the shelves of a German Museum, but in his then 
feeble and half delirious state, their presence intimidated him, and fancyin" that 
if he disturbed their repast, they might transfer their attentions to himself, he al¬ 
lowed them to swill at leisure, until an accidental noise scared them away._ 

Blackwoods Magazine. March 1847. T. R B 

57. Remarkable English State Trials. —Lord Campbell has recently published two 
additional volumes of his :: Lives of the Lord Chancellors of England.-'-' and in the 
course of his biographies, frequently speaks of the Trials in which these eminent 
men were engaged, previous to arriving at their high stations. Some of these 
are constantly noticed in our works on Medical Jurisprudence, and it is of some 
interest to know- the opinion entertained by so eminent a lawyer concerning them. 
1 quote a few scraps. 

53. Trial of Earl Ferrers before the House of Ismls for murdering his steward. —He 
was condemned by the unanimous verdict of his peers, and executed. Lord 
Campbell remarks (ro!. v. p. 195), Were such a case now to come before 
a jury, there would probably be an acquittal on the ground of insanity, although 
the noble culprit was actuated by deep malice towards the deceased, although lie 
had contmed the opportunity of satiating his vengeance with much premedita- 
non and art, and although the steps which he afterwards took showed that he was 
‘ rw/Tv- i ^ 1C ma =nitude and tiie consequences of his crimed 7 

Char es 1 orkc was Solicitor-General at this time, and alongwilh Pratt, Attorney 
jeneral (alterwards Lord Camden), was the public prosecutor. Lord Campbell 
r V0 'r ^ “ e . Solicitor-General’s reply on this occasion was one oi 

the hnest .orensic displays in our language, containing along with touching elo- 
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Un some sens5°s°Ul he,ff aSeSand moral responsibility. 

cruelty, all brutality, all revenge,VTniustic:^i^ U y P^eds/rom “‘Sanity. All 
phers m ancient tunes, who held this oninion'**. > m f anU 3’* There were philoso- 
my lords, the opinion is right in philo^Dhv hn.° l“ Ct ,,iax ' m of lhe irsect, and, 
have a useful and a noble ittlTuenee , 0 P f rous ‘, n li ma 

their impotent passions, to teach them tint me conduct of men to control 

reason itself is the pertoction of humanStature bufnoM PerfeClion ° f reasoa - «* 
excuse those punishments which the law adjudges id be fhdfrTLy"™ 3 ’ 

59. The Douglas Cause, (Vol v d ‘’on ^ i: i w-i* , 
hsh lawyers was in favour of thedeci«io n ofthnr^ lh r? eneral opinion of Eng- 
this was produced a great deal by Lord aAlinifl pm fl ° f b 1 eS5 , IOn 1,1 Gotland, but 
very able letters of Andrew Stuart the Duke ofllwlt ^ ltU ar S u,nenl and the 
had been severely rellecled upon ’ oncestudie d e “S®"'. w ««« eonduct 
must own that I came to the conclusion that d.d wd r ^.'-attentively, and 1 
versing. I here was undoubtedlv f a Up P v' i ^. ouse °i Lords did well in rc- 
it would have been too much in such a SUpp ? rt ° f th . e a PP ePa “b but 

t.ung, lalse i n all things,’ so as to denrive' him of t ap< u- ‘| le . •psjtiin ‘ lalse in one 

to which he was not privy. There sterns to he his birthright from misconduct 
withstanding her advanced ageT/ub^endvMo thf K Lad >' Jane > n °<- 

pregttant attd had a misearriwo and insuderalV n ‘ n- ° f ,he a PP el 'ant, was 
of his being the son of Madame Mi" nonf n U ‘“- eS at ' e , n . d *-- li lhe ‘heorv 
the evidence was insufficient to deprive him ofi, an ffh" 1 ? H s slalus > 1 lhink 

cssness of dying declarations of crirt, n s and thf rt" ; 10 f sh °' v ,lle "-°rth- 
iryms to induce them to confess, «lm wem out „hl, ab:lur( «y °f‘he practice of 
claration which she signed and rnni!u„ i 1 ,, orld ' v “h a solemn de- 
of injuring her father, and that she thou*ffiuhe now 1 °'”’ ,h ? , , sIle had no intention 
and give ids consent’ to her union wS^^C’’ * him ,oxe be '> 

case occupied myMteaZ^{m<!\VaTs^ctfoTjlnv'/ V ° l M, P ' - 75 -)~ Th « 
fore me but the report of the trinl nn i *}>« 7 r man 3 ^ a ) s * I had nothin^ be- 

Trials, and I confeL thm the re"nit on my S ITinZn’ “ Ha » S ‘*e 

ble t^the^hara<rie"s,™t lea^of'jdr 1 Cowpe^'^ul^e^’ 

have stated in my°«mrYon JleiH^al"!?^ 8 ' '"i* 1 " 3 remarkable trial, to read what I 
readily understood “ ^ and the following wiU then be 

we'^th^Mnsolf sf°?ViUiam S ^v^pe^aminative^of a, V* ®P eneer Cowper 
question, William was already Kin^’scMnse? and £ He " f ° rd - At 'he time in 
usual circuits, and of course, their motive ptoce was ni h,S brolher went ‘he 
b >' 'I'™: ^r William and’his eldest son were also boto m C °T } ' ,0 ; rns visiled 
for Hertford, and Spencer was thus under the nppp-c'» - ^ men jkers of parliment 
showing, for the sake of the family interest in that boron b ° rd , Cam P be H- of 
° i^u 6 « CI ° rS ’ and lbe ‘ r wives and daughters. U ° b ’ ' ^ marbed attention 

an only child’, an unmarried^au-^ 1 lf T “ s hiswido ' v and 

The Cowpers still kindly took great notice of the"^ , af ? uent circumstances, 
invited them to the houseofSiFfVUliam fa Hatton Gl de" 11 ’s'™ “ ^ ertford aad 
been parttcularly serviceable to Mrs &rah fas sL rv d „ S P encer Co "'Per had 
pecuniary affairs, and although she waTa ve^tt n d\ Cal,ed ’ ) m “ ana ?i"S her 

° f 3 r0ra3aliC tUrD ’ il 5ee - — quite Certain Zl^^Ter Zy 
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improper overtures, or at all encouraged a fatal passion which she cherished for 

Afte , r n> e " lionin S finding of her body next morning in the river that flows 
through the town and the fact that Spencer Cowper was the last person seen in her 
company the night before our author adds, that suspicion fell upon him, but he 
appeared as a witness before the Coroner's jury and so far cleared himself it,,, 
they brought in a verdict that « she had drowJJ hereeif” being ^ 

Two parties however, were at work, from very opposite motives, planning 
measures which nearly brought him to the gibbet. An unfounded rumour ra 
spread that she was pregnant and that she had made way with herself to conceal 
her shame. The Quakers, with Mead at their head, thought that sucli an impula- 
tocm bronghlt disgrace upon the whole of their society, and the body was disinterred 

vfml^ 1 Th ek t S af V h ? d be t" m ,h u e sr ? ve - 11 was proved that she had died a 
v ir = in. The transition from this to the charge of murder against Spencer Cowper 
was a ready one, and the political opponents of the family eagerly seized upon it 
as a means of destroying the whig influence in the borough ^ 

Cowper was accordingly committed to prison and afterwards tried for his life 
bot being (as was then the practice and maybe still) allowed any counsel he 
made hts own defence. He proved from the testimony of his brother William 
and his wife, and other witnesses of undoubted credit, that Miss Stout, although he 
was a married man had conceived an uncontrollable passion for him, which he in 
vain had attempted to repress; that when in London, she wrote to him she was 
n hlS c . hambera ln lbe temple, that he communicated this in con- 

•' u„ br ° n er ’ , and l tl^ ee . d ,hat as she ' vas ,0 dine that Jay with their 
father m Hatton Garden, \\ llliam should say, that Spencer had cone into the 
country on business; that she had solicited him to lodge at her mothers house 
during the assizes, which lie had declined; that on the 9th of March ffive davs 

sh f ° r iH p Cr death ) she Yr°' e bim a leUer ’ in wbich she Plainly proposed that they 
should live together, adding this expression, “for come life.come death, I am re- 

“ ,!o d ”A V r er t0 } ,?“;, l . hereb)re i according to your appointment, I shall expect 
mient 6 k of M j S ' U 1 ,' am Cowper mentioned, on their examination, her fre- 
f de P ont enc .'i her repeated expression of her wish to be rid of life, 
and of prognostications she had uttered of her approaching death ) : 

1 hat on the day and evening in question, after engacing lodgings, he had visited 

u r f'V d l! eard ber P lve lbe . maid orders lo prepare a bed for him, but as soon as 
she left the room, he positively refused to sleep there and immediately- left the 
house. Mr. Cowper proved also in the clearest manner, that before the clock struck 
nl e vJ e mn he - ^ f '; etUmed to r b ' s Iod S in S s : and that he never went out again until 
over theTown ^ neWS ° f Ca,astro i )he !hat had happened had been spread 

An , a ‘ letn P l wa f afterwards made to bring him again to trial, by the process 

■.■C^.g d ..-..an appealofj u'irder .' Sued.xtuta n . the na me of th eheir-at law of Sarah 

wbn calleH m re h- Vere ™, ri ° US heanngs on the subject, before Lord Keeper Wright, 

I nrd rhfpf Ti w £ls ance , tbe Master Of the Rolls, Lord Chief Justice Treby! 
Lord Chief Baron \\ ard, and Mr. Justice Powell. William Cowper attended as 
counsel for his brother, and argued the case for him with great talent, his enemy- 
™°n>Tv ed ’ ?° l Subdued by the anxiety which he felt. No mis-rivin" was 
b f i* 1 " 1 . rn0 5 uent , respecting Spencer’s innocence, but considerin'* 
the perverted and infuriated state of the public mind, it was of the hi"he=t import 
ance that the risk of a mistaken verdict should not be again run Upon a Sal 
conviction in this form of proceeding, the crown has no power to pardon P On 
account of an informality, the first appeal was quashed, and the lord-keeper with 
the unantmous concurrence of his assessors, refused to’issue a 

sol tSeS? M 0U c r 0f the £ eneral ira P resai °° of his innocence is that 
Common Pleas d ’ ^ SpeQCer Cow P er Was raade 3 j ud S e of the court af 

mire\h?LTof Lord cT?fi Vob J- T ' P - 60 l- )_Lord Cara P be11 d ^s not ad- 
teTcewasdone l 5 T ? ,n? ‘- n tb,s case ' “Although substantial 
seems re™thatThe IS10I ’ t v has been s >"cc recognized, I must confess that it 
seems to me, that the law was rather strained.” Arundel Coke Esq., a gentleman 
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indicted undluhecoven'rv^'^wV h° hn Woodbui 7 1 ’ bis servant, were capitally 
thought, and by lyi n » i r , wait e "? C f lh ?‘ lf , any P erson of malice afore- 

maim or disfigured he = shall be '-uiltv t” °i e nose > &c ‘> with intent 10 

the nose of Edward Crispe Em Me 1 ! ": ),ho . ul benefit of clergy) for slitting 
and disfisure him.' 1 It Xeare l'in cv;l h ? 1 r '' , '; 1 f''> “ with “tent maim 
large estate, on the dea 1 S? he 7 b other Zr °? ke was en,ilIed 10 a 

session of this estate, r^ d o ™ i ll r^ 1 lh , at Coke, to getpos- 
veigled Mr. Crispe ai midni-ht ”n^ a ch,frlh. n . Sp .f ; ,hat wi,h this view he in- 
Coke’s orders, assaulted Mr. Crispe with a ‘bin hook 'iTT Woodban b b J' Mr - 
wounds which were believed to be rnnrtil • il»i 1 ' ° r , a ? d Save him several 
yard, that he was nevertheless carried hi Waslefl f ° r dead in the eburch- 

Coke’s house, which was close bv -Tu hZL ™ C0 1 untr > ™ e " Posing by to Mr. 
he received was a VutTrolfthe nose!* 1 ^ recove[ed . : aild 'hat one ofthe wounds 

of life, but who wSs Annd-V tH" 'here was no intention of deprivin'* 
about with him, and ^h^ “ ^ ° f an eaemy by ^ 

son. The attemm in mi rli n ' ociel J> ltie mark of disgrace set upon his ner- 
crinte, but no,bein~^he crime de-cXI" 6 ,,' 0 mi S b ""orally be a higher 

Ia\v 7 only an ^ravaled mi^lempnnnr ^ k 116 st - al “ te ’ . ll remained as at common 
The legislature mi'riit hereafter In* nil > 1 & P uni> hed by fine and imprisonment, 

offence” but a court” of iS L upon , to niake s . uch an a “en>Pt a capital 

tirely alio intuitu. Now here there cle iriv°wa« J eX ? ead ''!° a f atule passed en- 
hve ridiculous with a mutilated viA-i he ,nlentthat Mr ; Crispe should 

murder him for his estate ihe ,™ =V mV 1 ,™ "' as not 'o disfigure, but to 
like Others Micfed on dilTerem^V ,he n05e *“ intended, 
eused persons, when they left him in the <-t US k f dy ’ b ? morta l| and both the ac- 
had been fully accomplished.” cburc hyard, believed that their real object 

a wound which amountefl to Tsllttim^of'ih 1 ' f ’ he pri , on ® rs maliciously inflicted 
eecutor, the case w^ wfthi, . S n. f the V n ? 5e and which disfigured the pro- 

■o di^ignm; “yin “mon 'other m ' he real ° b j e ?‘ ' vas “ murder P n ot 

or felonious intent to do one art rmrlio ker , e are cases m which an unlawful 
secution thereof, and such other act will bp^Tn l ° anol ! ier act done in P r0 * 
of an unlawful or felonTous httenf He e althiu" h fefT “ P r05ecuti ™ 

W The M pSr d f0r ' VhiCh “ 

rae.* miteps “«£ 

*oJd^f n r o «^Jte time™ w - & ^ ^ “ in ca5e 

and died leaving his wife nre-nant wirlmm h 1 u his cousin Frances Hopegood, 

s ° n > ant * l he question was. which should have the'est at esHh e'd & ^ aV6 bml1 a 

esut.es vested in the devisee and could not be divested b/the s^ub^quentbiS, 6 
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But Lord Macclesfield, after consultin'; the Judges of the rVim-t „r rv™_„ -nr 

fal C e: hat 'r If lh ° a ? h "« ac,u h al. } C boraMhe“SShrfbS ' 

father, jet tn the eye of the law had existence in his mother’s womb (venire sa 
mere): as if a pregnant woman takes poison to kill her child and the child beln" 
born alive, dies of the poison, she is guilty of murder; an unborn child therefore' 
maj take as heir or devisee, and here it could not be imagined that the testator 
erer intended to disinherit his own son. So the estate remained with the Bur- 

TW' S rel T ed ■“ ?, Peere Williaras - Sir Robert Burden v. Hopegood J 
There is a somewhat similar one in Pickering’s Massachusetts Rcvort! vol vv 
See American Journal Med. Sciences, New Series, vol. i., p. 253. ^ T R B 

celt ^ P r fessor , I>F -' rF - ( Buchner’S Itepcrtorium.)-The 

-eeds of Daruel were examined, in order to discover the alkaloid on which its 

?ould n be“found ll Bv l sfll ^ ■“, Pp05e ‘ 1 ,0 depend - No trace of it, however, 
one snr°;i? U |I,'. , B > dlsl,llal , 10 , n ' Vl11 'cater, two kinds of ethereal oil were obtained - 
like • lgh i ’ a,U •’ 16 ° t >fir s P eeifica 'ly heavier than water, of a colour 

a S,nkinS Sme!i of ,he «»1 of spiiit.— Pharma- 


T. R. B. 


ccutical Journal , October 1846. 

linui3^m 0 T^nn” t0 * , * 1Cal1 ? 1 a " ?ra )‘ ateci the assault, went out and procured some 

inquest, Mr. Harris, a chemist, said he sold Mr. Souihwood four duidrachms of 
the 1t r r o1.™ m t 0 " 1 H’tl hat 1S ’ about . four teaspoonfuls, that Mr. Souihwood a«ked for 
•f® ! ° =f 1 and he " ave 1110 him, believing that he wanted it for chemical pur¬ 
poses, and no to use as a medicine; ten or fifteen drops of another kin, of 1m 

mdthell'fcease ?V Tf ben ? fla,all - v administered to a drunken man. Dr. Lynch 
‘ h ® deC ® ased died fr °m inflammation of the epiglottis, caused by the ammo- 
the’ (To f caus IC , passing over it. The verdict of the'jury was -‘ Died fmm 

in is “ of ib ® 

the 6 -inn^ i ” S \ With A ? Cni - '? Ca ’l ennc -—I notice the following, simply to show 

«» 

•fr ne if' ress , the mother of nine illegitimate children by a white individual and 
M em^ 

the coloni e , Z ' ,h • WaS del,vered of a child, called, in the language o^f 
confessed foT midw r ,'u T-,° f a n f? rcES a very dark mulatto, and'she 

The i if“ ,h ? lld " lfe > tba ' n "-as the product of a connection with a slave 

recovered whenlhe'mi’fwT ll i e f chli .r ! " h f n bnra = <p,i,e feeble > but ■> ha.l perfectly 
and°found ,e fI n ? W f® left ' F"? da - vs afler - sbe again visited the negres.; 
vim \ I - cI L lld '.'c cndy convulsed, and apparently sufferin'- much It had 

iext day d 8 He mg l after birlh ’ Death soon flowed, and it was buried the 

•^^^sasssssgr'^- *»«——<*** 

wiih m C 1mium h w1r f f ' VaS Eearc ^ ei i P° wde m '^re found; the linen stained 
the apparatus rf’M^h me P 1h Care -’ ' V ‘ ,b ° ,ber , maUers - Having now obtained 
and found in all and ph) sicians tested the suspected substances with it. 

,he fluids of ,he “> p ™ fe ° f ^ 

termined'to forwardfinnl' conEe fi uence °f the uncertainty of the first report, de- 
lorward a portion of the suspected matter to Paris, for further investi- 
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B ° !S , de , L °?^ aad ^'-nclln. 
obtained from the earboniMiinn ^r if ^ \ y rP ,P orIed Iha ' 'lie animal matter 

a large proportion o? arsenic "o al'^ ^ and kida <^> “"tained 

and also with the meconium/ ’ ‘* lhe mteslmes >he fluids in them.. 

The result of the trial is not given.-Caert/r des Tribunal, December 2 , 1 S 4 G. 

•— * 

SKyts”E u r, r" b ™‘ * ^ rc 

state as one proiluced durin^ life ami ‘ cau^erf bv ' hat L ° U13 re S ards ,his 

irritation.’ He did once so regard it n^don , L?- .l'* s,ale inflammatory 
work on typhoid fever, (published so far back ak 1840 ? dlt,on of his 

his error, and made due acknowledgement of iVip dl ,C linclI y renounced 

Secondly, (and this is much momimportant ! Dr ™ ° f , Dr ‘ Cars "' el1 ’ 5 n°''ons. 

laice be neutralized by a smafl nuamin of ° 5 s,a ' es ! hat ‘ if iho gastric 

happen in the stomach of an animal that Ins'iustlti n ?.|° r ' ei .’. 1 "=>"; hate rer. will 

* Of, at the least, excessiveh^d^ubtfiS? a(mVracv Bee \\’'o I 6d> a .? d 113 5,a,etne nt 
proposition is Dr. Carswell’s but it was I ?' " a i, e '^ e, l "'rare tliat the 

oflters (Drs.Simpsonandlmlachfhave f^ndih^ ? f P. n Gr0S3 '? fho "' ,llat 

not prevent solution Admitting thi~ il<» •> 1 • . l l neutralization of the acid does 
dowof doubt on the general truth of the idea^fd T b | "° - means thrmvs an - v sha ’ 
but it constrains us to look for the «olvem^ent n S '"u "“T" ° f 'he change, 
.rte secretion, besides its acid 

T R B 

iSWKJiShSSSilS?" i“ 51 .cn it 

the intestines or vessels into which the Xorhld fo b f C0nv0rted 111,0 a '™hol, in 
ohange, it is true, cannot be denied bm them ?’ e P 0?sibilit T of 

btltty of the alcohol ;emaining forany’len<., b of time in '? P roba - 

Ity^hTlale^.'ou^^ A fricatf travelJ* b «5 ^'relSSto a^e 

after drinking water- these nrobablv m— inn it ” • ^ ar0 - e horn eating dales 
stomach.’ ’’-Ibid., in d le RcLo onihc'rood r/ lliaT ^^o^fathe 

silslSipss 

s»=sss?sa3ss 

-ni * ,««P* 

the above described ca=e in snitr. of n . lne recovery of his patient. In 

standing the absence of all assistance durin-thrre en?re°bSu^°n Tlth °‘' 
was impossible to evacuate anv- nn-ii™ . ' hourE - and although it 

a similar accident should agaTnVccu^3^' 7 *°^- If 

tf this fail, the stomach pump should be emlflmed aid p!' 1 '' 1 ' 8 ' ' 3 "' 7 a,,e , mpled i 

Apa “*"* “‘ S”||S 
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acetic acid. It does not however annPiMn W d absolves perfectly in cold 

ss*Jsgst“™ «?£4x Sk 

Of the oxide which has been kenn?ndJr^'’, dl f° l r ve a much smaller quantity 
searches which he has 

it udl'/'be'seen'to bSpo'td of a^K ° X ^ ^ examined by the microscope, 
are perceptible; or,^the c^mrarv ,1m nrLfn“f l m ° n J which n ° crystals 

water, appears to be entirelycrvMalline P - ili/iminr b ‘ Lb bas r Een Iong kept under 
yellow colour, and slightlytak ucmn ’ Th^ ^ mentS °J C 7 6tal are of a de ep 
the time requ ,ed to cSnvenThe amn nl.nn ? f U u° r s,ates „l hal he is not aware of 
precipitates^on udtich he made hre^eHmeT had hf 13 " 1 " 8 P ",° X ‘ ide 5 bat tl ‘ a 
years previously. He thinks however .?», h,’ , H en prepare ‘ ! more than two 
for a considerable time-for h’er»™Ii . c transf °rmation had taken place 

contains. ° ^ a me form, lo&es half the water which it 

ha^tSe^ Peroxide ofiron that 

and partial dehydration. It result from « 4 °!! l causes > the crystalline form 
peroxide of iron, in order that it mav ho b [ en ab , 0ve ^ated, that the 

acids in general, ought to be employed «onn by lbea ? lc]a named, and weak 
not indifferent that the peroxide ofiron emnlove l precl P“ a,10n - It is probably 
be recently precipitated; at all events preference ?L H , a |’ t,d ? le 10 “manic, should 
cipitated oxide, and it will be oroneMo V[ d b - e g,ven , t0 recently pre- 
It is not requisite, entirely to reject die hvdnte ,rr six months, or annually, 
dissolved in hydrechlori^® ta 

T R. B 

JJ; Stale ' he "f V6S *7 ’ he names 

narcotic drink called fomre The ’Indian ■ bitie^it ‘I s - f 7*. 11 a Ter J P°' ve rful 

are brought into commSi^KW >onga toy 

^ter^havinn's^vallowanldm’l^ve'raie'he'felf •“? ir,duence of lhi ' s drink.^Shortiy 
issued from his half-opened lin* and hu wU«i i° r ^ ls e ^- es to roll, foam 
-ircle of attentive li-teners the n irilcnf-.r - n r i • Indian. He was relating to a 

weIk^ 1 ix < halned. iCa,r ° n *“*“‘ e Epbi,S l( M ! Heap^eared^ 

transport *•»- 

to work themselves iutoa state of^ec'tac^S^ on.di'fho^, th , e ' b r‘ apple in order 
anity has weaned the Indians from th P ; r n, 1 ” ou - !^e establishment of Christi- 
superstitions. They still ttafS’ fS^ D °‘ bani5hed their »U 

spirits of their ancestors and that thev V, Ca r 0 1 communications with the 
■oncealed in the IZ2 or gmves Tence thoTnSh" them a f\ e the treasures 

W SfaVe P ^Kckubs Travels in ^S^EmS^T 

T. K. B. 

arly in the weslemSn^rAem'^Sdm ? 3ny Indians > P arl ‘cn- 

s a weapon much used in hunting H p ampa del Sacramento, the Pocuna 

81 in hunting. It is made of a long reed, and measures eight 
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or ten or even morp fppf . , _ 

are d onl CCar> '’ ° n ,"' hidl tedUe^vhen £? ^ ° fa > veli or "hiie-iip- 
ar e onH one and a half or two inched n„„ ta \ ln S aim - i he arrows, which 

wo C iu he?' - In Seneml their sma U arro?s’ar?n?i?n e ° ? ° 'H** part ° f a 51ron ? 

vouid be too inconsiderable to kill even a 111 r T i’J® otherwise the wound 
fers with almost every tribe, and ve™ 1 - i ! blrd ' The ? oison for arrows dif- 
prep.arat.on. On this account the art^f?mn? r ’° U3 - Cere 5 nonies are observed at its 
se e vem y n r r , y parliall >' ka ™n ‘ a Eurofe '“? the Wents employed 
■ 1 *’ lanls not J'et defined botanical? amnm,,, u- L n ? en,s are obtained from 
capsicum are much resorted to. Infusions of , l th ? -^pdiaasca and poison 

“™„°? Sit PiC,a) A purpose*' 15 ^ * he ° f 

Ita die in about four or five minutes afte^e?- rap L d - iMen a »d lame mamma- 
“ aai * aa ^ and birds b ^ mi^ Th^h? 6 "' 0l ? d > lhe Sam- 
arrows with great certainty to the distance of.v, b!o ' r ‘ ree d sends these deadly 

of his foot; in a very short time he wasa cS^^^* ne,ra ^ *e sole 

Resitienf)—tnfanficidd of^h^mojt^o^^a? 1 * 3503 ^ Past anii Present. By a 
contrivances resorted to for thedMraStf tf™?* ? erVade5 lhe laa ‘'- “ The 
astrologers to die, are not the least atrocious r 11 fants > "hen once doomed by the 
the ?..? 5100 ' ° f ‘J‘ e pe °P le onder our nifiel f Thu?d.st.nguishing this dark page 
he attainment of this end is that of evnosinfr till a cominon modus operandi for 

wSt; • hr0USh Wllith a herd of c?,f e Vt"! f**“*» babe in' a narrow 
vvluch it ts scarcely possible to ivn;,l i,,,- 1 lurl0Ji ;lj driven, and by the feel of 
death; at other times it is suspended bv it n =, man =l ed and tortured by a madual 
^vards i„ a pan of water unKibctfi^ e^V^ i,S faae is Wdow,?' 
t Is sometimes buried alive with the hen] ? ’ ° r ’ Sl1 more horrible to relate 
or the occasion. And this atiocious nmrd?? d °"' n ' Var,Ls - in a pit especially du? 
the Queen’s authority to be perpetrated bv if “’"pihir order commanded under 
infant.'' London Literary Gazette } ' he falher or ““rest relative of the 

* T It B 

n Op®.na n prmlueed^?^he S j^aTafion 0 me > th^^ <!r anima,s and ”>«»—The phe 

« 2 s: 

s0 ?V^ a ^isi^^ k jy* «*S£ir* and ei,her ~ 

ou», but this change only occurs at an n'lvm-? 1 ? 1 . near ^ black, analogous to ven- 
11 J breathing of it is stopped, the arterial bloo? S ‘ aSe of ‘"halation. As soon as 
If the animal dies the blood is black and Pm?t ? ltS , naturaI colou r- 

siltK !?.i “ h a " (1 l,eleclei1 lhe presence of ether TP'? ed it imme- 

' I t0 mdarne the expired gases') The mu ,.l (Bunn" life it was impos- 
■•dianced stage of the inhalation, retiacted bm i‘it 1 3 n•"? en ,livi<led « an 
observed to have somewhat lost its cotour ’ " h ‘ le lhe flesh “self was 

rscs ssas--," i!"-»»-ir 

!?„?• ? ! e r ; = ht aur ‘ c le and ventricle 1 contain *??* 3 deduction ofair into.he 

blood. The lungs are of a deep red and ,a me quantity of black limpid 

Wm r Ver . ' 3 S ° rseii wi,h black blood the ki|,ev s Pare " Chy , ma r of a simi, ar colour. 

l °“' m Tl ' »“» «■« itfK 
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of the dura mater are full and the pia mater is quite injected. The cerebral pulp ir 
generally natural, but the cerebro-spinal fluid appeared to be less abundant that 
in the natural state. 

The lesions, viewed together, appear to Amussat to indicate that death is attribu¬ 
table to a species of asphyxia caused by tbe penetration of the ether into the blood, 
or as he expresses it in a subsequent note, that the venous blood is thus prevented 
from becoming red .—Comples Renclus, Feb. 22, 1847. T. R, B. 

75. Feigned Diseases detected through the inhalation of ether. — The conscripts in 
France are still ingenious in feigning diseases in order to escape from military 
duty. M. Baudens stated two instances, one of simulated and the other of real 
infirmity, in which the inhalation of ether was the detecting agent. 

A soldier of the 25th regiment, who had been in service for eighteen months, 
presented himself with an apparently severe spinal disease. The back was bent 
almost in the form of a semi-circle, and when placed on a table, in the recumbent 
posture, the lumbar region was the only part that touched it. Possibly by allow¬ 
ing him to remain a sufficient length of time in this state, the contractility might 
have yielded, but M. Baudens forbade thatrhe should be handled, and even 
directed a bolster to be placed under his head, as a means of support against 
fatigue. ' ~ 

In four minutes after inhaling the ether insensibility came on, and to this soon 
succeeded a complete relaxation of the limbs. The bolster was gently withdrawn, 
and the head, neck, shoulders and back in regular succession descended in close 
contact with the table by their own weight, so that he lay, in the words of the 
reporter, a-plomb. The deceit was manifest. 

Tn the second case, a new recruit applied for a discharge on the ground ot 
having a complete anchylosis of the coxo-femoral articulation of the left side. On 
moving the limb there was a spontaneous contraction which seemed to be volun¬ 
tary, and this caused suspicion. The patient readily submitted to the test of the 
ether. In five minutes symptoms of somnolency began to show themselves, and 
in eight the insensibility was complete, but the contraction still continued, nor was 
there a complete relaxation of the muscular system until at the end of twelve 
minutes. On moving the limb at this time, the fact of a complete anchylosis was 
perfeetlyestablished. It was, in fact, perfectly impossible to make any motion 
■with the femur, without embracing that of the whole pelvis. No question remained 
as to the propriety of discharging this person.— Comptes Rendus, March 8, 1847 



